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CHAPTER  I. 

When  Riazo,  James,  and  Gorilla  returned  to 
the  inn,  the  landlord  and  waiters  were  aston- 
ished to  find  two  of  their  guests  transformed 
into  sailors ;  and  wondered  why  the  third  also 
did  not  assume  that  garb.  Next  morning, 
James  and  Riazo  had  an  early  breakfast,  and 
set  off  by  seven  o'clock  for  the  wharf,  called 
the  Towers,  where  they  embarked  in  a  very 
long  boat,  dragged  by  mules.  The  morning 
was  cold,  but  fresh ;  the  view  along  the  banks 
of  the  Tagus  was  delightful,  being  planted 
with  flourishing  trees,  loaded  with  the  richest 
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fruits,  chiefly  apples,  for  which  this  province 
is  remarkable.  There  were  also  to  be  seen 
numerous  villas,  handsomely  laid  out ;  large 
vineyards  tastefully  cultivated  ;  and,  in  short, 
the  scenery  rivalled  any  description  ever  given 
of  fairy-land. 

In  sailing  down  the  river,  they  passed 
several  very  elegant  bridges,  which  every 
now  and  then  reminded  them  that,  although 
they  were  on  water,  they  were  still  near 
the  land ; — and  James  especially,  who  had 
often  been  in  danger  at  sea,  deemed  him- 
self safe,  as  he  could  now  have  almost  leaped 
ashore.  He  was  also  delighted  with  the  plea- 
sant mode  of  sailing  in  a  track-boat,  as  it  af- 
forded a  better  opportunity  of  social  inter- 
course, than  travelling  on  the  top  of  a  stage- 
coach. For  it  contained  three  separate  divi- 
sions, each  of  which  was  occupied  by  different 
sorts  of  people  : — the  first,  in  which  was  the 
principal  cabin,  being  allotted  for  grandees 
and  persons  of  quality  ;  the  second,  for  those 
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of  the  middling  ranks  ;  and  the  third,  for  the 
lower  classes  ; — so  that,  in  this  respect,  it  re- 
sembled a  royal  theatre  in  miniature.  Some 
of  the  passengers  were  walking  on  deck,  others 
sat  in  the  cabins  reading  books  and  pam- 
phlets ;  while  many  were  playing  at  cards, 
backgammon,  or  solitaire;  and  all  appear- 
ed happy  in  their  several  divisions.  The 
steerage  passengers  were  particularly  so ;  as 
they  had  a  fiddle  with  which  they  were  quite 
delighted,  probably  because  they  had  never 
seen  one  before  ;  although  some  of  them  were 
drinking,  and  a  few  smoked  tobacco,  the  fumes 
of  which  were  occasionally  felt  throughout  the 
whole  boat. 

By  twelve  o^clock,  the  dinner  was  in  a 
state  of  preparation ;  and,  as  James  was  cu- 
rious to  know  every  thing  about  the  boat,  he 
went  into  the  kitchen,  which  was  a  consider- 
able room  at  the  side  of  the  vessel,  and  near 
the  middle  of  it, — about  six  feet  in  breadth, 
by  twelve  in  length.  In  the  chimney-grate 
there  were  large  pieces  of  charcoal  burning. 
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round  which  four  or  five  cooks  were  busily 
engaged  in  preparing  grouse,  partridge,  black- 
cocks, and  other  delicate  birds  for  dinner. 
The  heat  of  the  fire,  at  which  some  dozen  of 
these  birds  were  turning  round  on  spits,  was 
excessive  ;  and  all  were  in  a  bustle  to  get  the 
dinner  ready  at  one  o'clock. 

A  bell  now  gave  notice  that  dinner  was  serv- 
ed up  on  the  first  table  ; — but  our  travellers 
were  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  they  should 
sit  down  to  it  or  not,  as  the  company  consisted 
of  several  grandees,  and  about  twenty  priests 
who  were  returning  from  Madrid,  where  they 
had  been  holding  their  annual  conclave.  James 
and  Riazo,  however,  joined  the  company ;  but 
the  discourse  of  the  priests  was  unintelligible, 
as  they  spoke  in  Latin  ;  while  their  grotesque 
appearance  was  ludicrous  in  a  high  degree. 
James  began  to  examine  them  more  narrowly, 
and  observed  that  nearly  two  inches  diameter 
of  the  hair  on  the  back  of  their  heads  were 
entirely  cut  out,  which,  to  prevent  its  growth, 
required  to  be  constantly  shaved, — a  circum- 
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stance  that  reminded  Riazo  of  his  former  pro- 
fession, when  he  was  wont  to  trim  twenty  or 
thirty  beards  a  day. 

Such  were  the  nobihty  and  cavahers  for 
whom  dinner  was  prepared  at  the  first 
table; — to  the  best  of  whom  James  and 
Riazo  thought  themselves  equal,  as  they 
were  cavaliers  also,  although  now  dressed  in 
sailors'  clothes.  Not  abashed,  however,  by 
their  homely  garb,  they  put  on  a  consequen- 
tial air,  and,  getting  round  behind  the  table, 
took  their  seat  at  a  corner,  resolving  not  to 
be  easily  displaced  ;  since,  as  they  paid  an 
equal  charge  with  the  rest,  they  had  an 
equal  right  to  the  entertainment.  In  this  re- 
spect they  thought  justly,  as  they  were  not 
on  land,  but  on  water  ;  and  every  one  knows 
that,  on  board  of  ships  and  vessels  at  sea, 
there  is  very  little  distinction  made  betwixt 
the  passengers,  and  scarcely  any  ceremony 
paid  to  one  man  above  another.  James  had 
learned  this  from  experience ;  for,  before  set- 
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ting  out  on  his  travels,  he  had  made  two  or 
three  short  voyages, — having  once  embarked 
at  Silvis,  one  of  the  five  cities  of  Algarve,  for 
Lisbon,  along  with  a  companion,  on  board  of 
a  vessel  employed  in  the  trade  betwixt  these 
places.  He  and  his  friend  were  the  first  who 
engaged  their  births  to  sleep  in  the  best  cabin  ; 
but  a  lady  and  her  five  daughters  took  pos- 
session of  it,  and  locked  them  out ;  on  which 
the  matter  was  represented  to  the  captain, 
who,  though  very  unwillingly,  obliged  the 
lady  to  resign  the  cabin  to  the  two  gentle- 
men, in  spite  of  all  she  could  say  to  the  con- 
trary. 

James  and  Riazo,  now  snug  at  the  corner 
of  the  cabin-table,  beheld  with  astonishment, 
mixed  with  delight,  one  of  the  best  dinners 
they  had  ever  seen,  not  only  for  its  quality, 
but  its  variety  also  ;  as  they  had  soups,  roast 
and  boiled  meat,  fowls  and  birds  both  tame 
and  wild.  The  excellence  of  the  dinner  was 
even  exceeded  by  that  of  the  dessert,  which 
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consisted  of  grapes,  melons,  pine-apples, 
peaches,  nectarines,  apricots,  plums,  and 
every  other  fruit  which  grew  in  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  of  Tarracona.  The  wines 
were  also  various  and  of  the  first  quality, 
— such  as  Vidonia,  Champaigne,  Madeira, 
Constantia,  Claret,  Barsac,  Lisbon,  Hock, 
Lacryma-christi,  the  growth  of  mount  Ve- 
suvius, and  many  others. 

Our  travellers  had  no  reason  to  complain  of 
their  associates  at  table,  as  the  priests  were  very 
polite; — and  James  could  discover  no  differ- 
ence betwixt  them  and  other  persons,  as  they 
picked  out  all  the  delicate  bits  from  the  breast 
of  the  grouse  and  partridge  with  as  much 
care  as  an  epicure.  They  also  exhibited  the 
same  discrimination  in  their  choice  of  the 
wines  and  fruits,  and  seemed  to  relish  the 
good  things  of  life  as  much  as  any  gour- 
mands he  had  ever  met  with ;  indeed,  he  had 
never  before  seen  a  set  of  men  who  drank  so 
much,    and  yet  remained  sober, — a  circum- 
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stance  which  he  ascribed  to  their  regular  ha- 
bits and  sound  constitutions. 

James  and  Riazo  now  went  on  deck,  and 
were  not  a  little  astonished  to  find  that,  in- 
stead of  viewing  rich  meadows,  extensive  val- 
leys, wide-spreading  forests,  and  the  seats  of 
grandees,  they  were  buried  at  the  bottom 
of  hills  and  mountains,  and  surrounded  by 
low-lying  trees,  as  this  place  happened  to  be 
the  level  of  the  canal  on  which  they  were 
saihng.  They  soon  emerged  however  from 
this  valley,  and  again  saw  the  plains  and  the 
forests  around  them  ;  till,  in  a  short  time, 
the  boat  reached  the  harbour  of  Aranjuez. 
Here  was  a  numerous  train  of  porters,  wait- 
ing with  their  wheelbarrows  to  convey  the 
passengers'  trunks  to  their  lodgings,  and  also 
of  gens  d'armes,  to  protect  the  revenue-offi- 
cers in  demanding  the  duties  of  the  custom- 
house. Here  also  were  several  persons  with 
cards  of  address,  offering  to  conduct  the  pas- 
sengers to  different  inns ;  but  our  travellers 
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declined  accepting  of  their  services,  as  James 
knew  the  character  of  a  house  better  by  see- 
ing it  himself,  than  by  trusting  to  the  reports 
of  another.  Riazo  and  he  therefore  walked 
onward  to  the  town,  and  perceived  several 
waiters  turning  round  to  look  at  them, — a 
degree  of  curiosity  which  they  readily  ex- 
cused, as  James  himself  would  have  looked 
about  to  see  his  physician  or  surgeon  follow- 
ing him  in  sailors'  attire. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  eastern  part  of 
the  town,  within  a  short  distance  of  Fiscari's 
house,  they  entered  an  inn,  the  landlord  of 
which  was  a  patient  of  the  doctor's,  and 
whose  family  James  had  often  attended.  The 
landlord  and  his  wife  were  standing  in  the 
lobby  when  our  travellers  appeared  ;  and  the 
former,  at  once  recollecting  James,  started 
back  in  amazement,  exclaiming— 

*'  Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us  I" 

James  said  nothing,  but  walked  into  the 
parlour,  the  landlord  following  with  cautious 
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steps,  and,  peeping  in  at  the  door,  thus  began 
to  address  him  : — "  I  am  most  happy,  and  it 
affords  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  to  meet  with 
an  old  inhabitant  of  the  town  again ;  but  I  am 
sorry  to  see  you  in  such  an  attire.  Doubtless 
some  accident  must  have  befallen  you  ;  ship- 
wrecked perhaps  ; — I  am  much  concerned  !*" 

"  No,  sir,"  replied  James,  ''  I  have  only 
come  from  Madrid  in  a  canal-boat;  and 
surely  there  can  be  no  harm  in  putting  on 
any  dress  that  corresponds  with  such  a  mode 
of  conveyance." 

After  making  inquiry  at  the  landlord  about 
Dr  Fiscari  and  his  family,  James  and  Riazo 
proceeded  to  his  house,  which  was  situate  at 
the  top  of  a  back  entry,  that  conducted  them 
right  over  the  top  of  the  laboratory.  James 
knew  well  that  they  would  be  kindly  received ; 
but  their  entree  to  the  doctor's  was  somewhat 
extraordinary,  from  the  following  circum- 
stance.— The  doctor's  wife  had  a  brother, 
whose  name  was  Revaro,  who,  having  left 
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Spain  about  thirty  years  before  this  period, 
had  been  long  a  respectable  ship-owner  at 
Copenhagen,  whence  he  had  never  found 
time  to  revisit  his  sister  since  his  departure 
thither.  He  had  several  children,  most  of 
whom  were  now  grown  up;  and  of  these 
there  were  two  sons,  who  sailed  in  one  of 
their  father's  vessels  to  different  parts  of  the 
world.  Having  lately  come  home  after  a 
long  voyage,  the  young  men  had  proposed  to 
sail  to  Oporto,  and  visit  their  aunt,  the  doc- 
tor's wife ;  and  their  father  had  accordingly 
written  to  his  sister,  announcing  this  intelh- 
gence.  Hence  the  two  young  sailors  were  at 
this  time  daily  expected  at  the  doctor's  house ; 
so  that  his  three  daughters  were  always  dress- 
ed in  the  highest  style  of  fashion;  and,  as 
the  arrival  of  their  cousins  was  so  long  pro- 
tracted, they  had  been  no  ordinary  customers 
to  the  silk-mercers,  from  whom  they  had  re- 
ceived dresses  to  such  an  amount  as  would 
one  day  astonish  the  doctor.     Such  then  were 
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the  circumstances  of  the  doctor's  family,  when 
our  two  travellers  paid  him  this  visit. 

On  arriving  at  his  door,  they  rang  the  bell ; 
and  a  servant,  who  had  been  kept  for  two  weeks 
on  purpose  to  open  it  to  the  two  sea-captains 
that  were  expected,  immediately  ushered  them 
into  a  large  room,  where  James  had  once 
dined  with  Donna  Fiscari  and  her  daughters. 
The  servant  now  requested  to  know  their 
names,  and,  being  told  that  the  two  gentle- 
men in  waiting  were  Don  Riazo  and  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, he  concluded,  from  the  similarity 
of  sound,  that  they  were  Don  Revaro  and  his 
brother,  the  nephews  of  his  mistress.  The 
lackey  accordingly  soon  conveyed  this  wel- 
come tidings  to  the  ladies,  who  were  at  that 
time  in  an  adjoining  room.  One  of  them  had 
only  just  then  dressed,  and  was  so  affected 
that,  in  spite  of  all  her  eflPorts  to  suppress 
her  feelings,  she  fainted  away,  and  fell  on 
her  bed  j  while  the  other  two  started  from 
their  seats,   and  began  to  dress  themselves 
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as  speedily  as  possible.  The  eldest  threw 
off  a  pair  of  cotton  stockings,  and,  laying 
hold  of  the  first  that  came  in  her  way,  put 
on  a  pair  of  black  worsted  ones  instead  of 
them.  She  then  dressed  herself  in  a  mor- 
ning-gown, supposing  it  to  be  a  silk  one; 
and,  in  short,  seemed  to  have  entirely  lost  her 
recollection.  The  youngest  daughter  was  in 
a  state  of  equal  trepidation;  and,  in  this 
hurry  and  bustle,  they  rang  the  bell  to  in- 
quire for  the  doctor  and  their  mother,  but 
were  told  that  they  had  both  gone  out  an  hour 
ago,  no  one  knew  whither. 

In  the  meantime  the  servant-maid,  observing 
the  confusion  of  the  ladies,  told  the  eldest  what 
a  strange  dress  she  had  put  on,  and  led  her  to  a 
mirror  to  confirm  what  she  said.  On  seeing  her 
hideous  figure  in  the  glass,  she  threw  off  her 
coarse  dress,  and  searched  for  a  fine  one 
among  those  lately  purchased.  On  finding 
one,  her  maid  had  not  time  to  adjust  it,  before 
she  was  sent  for  by  the  hairdresser  whom  she 
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had  next  to  attend.  The  second  had  put  on 
her  mother's  ancient  gown,  with  a  hoop-petti- 
coat, fine  arm-cufFs  of  crimped  silk,  and  a 
pair  of  shoes  very  high  in  the  heels,  with 
which  she  could  not  walk,  but  fell  into  an 
arm-chair  for  relief.  The  hair-dresser  now 
entered  with  the  servant,  but  nothing  could  be 
done;  for  the  more  the  ladies  thought  on  their 
situation,  they  became  the  more  confused, 
till  their  mother  returned,  unaccompanied, 
however,  by  the  doctor.  When  she  was  in- 
formed of  the  arrival  of  her  nephews  (whom 
she  had  never  seen),  she  was  seized  with  a 
trembling  fit ;  but,  being  naturally  of  a  strong 
constitution,  she  soon  recovered  by  the  appli- 
cation of  smelling-bottles  from  the  laboratory ; 
although  she  was  greatly  at  a  loss  what  to  do, 
as  the  doctor  could  nowhere  be  found. 

James  and  Riazo,  in  the  meantime,  won- 
dered that  no  one  came  to  welcome  them,  al- 
though they  had  now  waited  for  more  than 
an  hour.     They  were  not  wearied,  however, 
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as  they  had  met  with  some  drawings  of  the 
young  ladies  which  were  very  interesting, — 
many  of  them  being  sea-pieces  very  well  exe- 
cuted. There  was  also  on  the  table  a  book 
of  poetry,  evidently  written  by  one  of  them, 
containing  panegyrics  upon  those  who  go 
down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  and  see  the  wonders 
of  the  mighty  deep.  James  was  much  pleased 
with  the  taste  of  the  ladies  in  this  respect, 
and  thought  that  he  would  be  better  wel- 
corned  by  them  in  his  sailor's  dress,  than  he 
had  been  in  the  old  black  gown  which  he 
formerly  wore,  and  which  hung  on  a  peg  in  a 
small  adjoining  room.  There  they  looked 
for  the  doctor,  but  he  was  not  there,  nor  in 
the  laboratory,  nor  about  the  house.  James 
knew  his  eccentricities  so  well  as  to  make 
every  allowance  for  his  absence ;  although  he 
could  not  make  the  same  apology  for  the  mo- 
ther and  daughters,  who  had  been  always 
happy  in  his  company,  even  though  they 
knew  not  who  or  what  he  was. 
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They  were  aware,  indeed,  that  he  had  at- 
tended the  doctor's  patients,  and  that  he  had 
bled  a  count  instead  of  a  duke  ;  but  this  was 
not  a  singular  case,  considering  how  manydukes 
and  counts  there  were  in  Spain.  Besides,  they 
knew  that  the  doctor's  practice  was  so  great, 
that  he  occasionally  committed  blunders  him- 
self, and  that  he  had  once  in  a  hurry  given  a 
patient  a  dose  of  shaving-powders ;  but  as  no 
accident  had  yet  happened,  the  doctor,  of 
course,  was  looked  upon  as  a  phenomenon  in 
his  profession. 

By  this  time  the  ladies  had  all  recovered 
from  their  fright,  and  were  now  under  the 
hands  of  the  hairdresser,  who,  by  some  hu- 
morous stories,  threw  them  into  such  fits  of 
laughter  as  they  could  not  repress,  and  thus 
restored  them  to  their  usual  vivacity.  As 
soon  as  the  young  ladies  were  tricked  out  in 
the  most  fashionable  style.  Donna  Fiscari 
examined  each  of  them  separately  from  head 
to  foot,  and  compressed  their  shoulders,  ob- 
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serving  how  much  better  a  young  lady  looks 
when  she  attends  to  her  carriage,  than  when 
she  neglects  it.  She  next  took  a  comb,  and 
adjusted  a  few  loose  locks  of  hair  on  their 
foreheads,  put  a  small  bottle  of  sal  ammoniac 
into  each  of  their  bands,  and  desired  them  to 
produce  their  handkerchiefs,  to  see  that  they 
had  not  forgotten  them.  In  this  survey,  she 
found  a  small  thread  sticking  to  one  of  their 
gowns,  which,  she  said,  if  suffered  to  adhere 
to  it,  would  have  left  an  unfavourable  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  her  cousins; — at  the 
same  time  observing,  that  a  young  lady  has 
often  lost  a  husband  for  trifles  of  far  less  con- 
sequence. In  order  to  render  them  as  attrac- 
tive as  possible,  Donna  Fiscari  sprinkled  their 
handkerchiefs  with  a  few  drops  of  bergamot, 
which  perfumed  the  whole  room  where  they 
were  sitting. 

The  young  ladies  being  now  prepared  to  see 
their  visitors,  began  to  dispute  who  should 
first  enter   the   adjoining   room.      The   two 
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younger  here  fetched  a  deep  sigh,  expressive 
of  their  earnest  wish  that  the  gentlemen  await- 
ing them  might  be  their  husbands  ;  and  they 
had  even  buoyed  themselves  up  with  this  hope, 
since  the  letters  of  their  cousins  intimated  that 
each  of  them  was  in  want  of  a  wife.  But  here 
was  a  difficulty  which  could  not  be  surmounted ; 
for  there  were  three  of  them  all  equally  an- 
xious to  be  provided  with  husbands,  while 
only  two  could  be  supplied  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. In  this  dilemma,  each  of  them  ap- 
pealed to  their  mother  to  the  following  effect : 

"  I  think,"  said  the  eldest,  "  that  these  two 
young  minxes  can  have  no  pretensions  to  a 
husband  until  I  am  served." 

"  And  I  think,"  said  the  second,  "  it  is  I 
whom  one  of  them  ought  to  choose,  as  I  am 
betwixt  you  two;  neither  too  old  npr  too 
young.'' 

"  But  I,"  said  the  youngest,  "  should  be 
preferred  before  the  one  or  the  other ;  for, 
when  married,  I  shall  be  more  easily  guided 
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by  my  husband's  opinion,  than  either  of  you 
two,  who  have  already  formed  opinions  that 
would  not  be  easily  altered.  I  wish  only/' 
continued  she,  "  that  I  had  seen  my  two 
cousins,  and  introduced  them  into  your  dress- 
ing-rooms half  an  hour  ago  ! — what  a  figure 
wouldyouhave  made,  miss,  (addressinghereld- 
est  sister,)  in  your  black  stockings  and  ragged 
morning-gown;  hah!  hah!  hah!  And  you, 
miss,  (addressing  the  second,)  what  a  ludi- 
crous appearance  would  you  have  presented, 
with  your  mother's  old,  antiquated,  red  gown 
and  hoop,  and  high-heeled  shoes,  that  raised 
you  like  a  spectre  !  What  would  you  have 
thought  of  yourselves  in  this  guise  ?  and  what 
would  your  cousins  have  thought  of  you  ? 
Would  not  your  first  appearance  have  shown 
what  two  tawdry  trollops  you  both  were,  and 
left  me  alone  as  the  object  of  their  choice  ? 
Oh  !  for  a  bonny  face,  a  quiet,  pleasant  coun- 
tenance,— a  smiling,  smooth,  and  condescend- 
ing address  ! — I  believe  they  are  handsome ; 
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and,  if  to  my  taste,  oh  !  how  enchanting ; — I 
beheve  I  shall  faint  at  the  anticipation  of  see- 
ing them  !" 

Wliile  the  youngest  of  the  sisters  went  on 
in  this  strain,  (for,  young  as  she  was,  there 
was  no  end  of  her  loquacity,)  Donna  Fiscari 
told  them  that  she  had  considered  the  situa- 
tion of  both  parties,  and  had  come  to  this  con- 
clusion ; — that  they  should  not  go  into  the 
room  one  after  another,  but  enter  all  together 
at  once — that  she  and  her  eldest  daughter 
would  seize  with  rapture  the  first  that  stood 
nearest  them,  while  the  two  younger  would, 
in  like  manner,  embrace  the  other.  And, 
to  overcome  their  scruples,  she  added  that, 
from  the  near  relationship  which  subsisted  be- 
tween them,  ceremony  had  nothing  to  do  with 
their  meeting  ;  and  that,  were  they  to  receive 
their  cousins  formally,  it  might  make  an  im- 
pression not  much  in  their  favour.  From 
such  representations  they  agreed  to  follow  the 
directions  of  their   mother,  who,  to  prevent 
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any  mistakes  or  blunders  at  the  approaching 
interview,  next  proposed  that  her  daughters 
should  have  a  rehearsal  of  the  parts  they  were 
to  act,  such  as  might  be  agreeable  to  their 
cousins,  as  well  as  creditable  to  themselves. 
Accordingly  the  bell  was  rung,  and  the  maid- 
servant was  desired  to  attend  the  rehearsal 
previously  to  entering  the  dining-room,  which 
she  thought  very  expedient  on  this  occasion, 
as  she  said  that,  during  all  the  days  of  her 
life,  she  had  never  seen  two  such  beautiful 
youths  as  their  visitors  were.  At  this  intelli- 
gence all  the  young  ladies  sighed  again,  and 
the  eldest  exclaimed — 

"  Oh  !  what  a  day  is  this, — to  see  these 
two  adorable  youths,  who  have  crossed  a 
dangerous  ocean  in  quest  of  the  woman  whom 
they  adore  I  I  am  sure,  by  this  letter,  that 
the  one  or  the  other  is  to  be  my  husband." 

"  O  much  more  happy  day  for  me  !"  cried 
the  second  ;  "  I  must  have  one  of  these  dar- 
ing and  intrepid   seamen,  who  have  braved 
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the  stormy  deep  in  quest  of  her  whom  at  last 
theyVe  found !  Never  was  Calypso  more  ra- 
vished with  the  son  of  Ulysses  than  I  am  with 
him  whom  I  adore  : — these  bracelets,  set  with 
rubies,  these  emeralds,  and  these  diamonds, 
were  not  sent  me  for  nothing.  They  are  pre- 
sents from  the  second  son  of  my  uncle— rhe  is 
mine,  and  who  shall  dispute  my  lawful  right 
to  him  ?  I  shall  this  moment  fly  to  his  arms 
with  joy  and  rapture."" — 

"  Hear,  O  ye  winds !"  cried  the  youngest, 
"  and  all  ve  stars  of  heaven,  I  you  invoke ; 
for  these  rings,  which,  on  my  fingers,  daily  I 
admire,  are  the  gift  of  him  whom  my  soul 
loveth  ; — he  has  visited  foreign  countries,  and 
his  bravery  has  crowned  him  with  honour  and 
glory.  O  thrice  happy  day  !  for  he  has  brav- 
^^  the  storms  and  dangers  of  the  seas  for  my- 
self alone."" 

After  all  these  protestations,  from  which 
they  could  not  refrain,  their  mother  now  de- 
sired them  to  begin  the  rehearsal ;    but,  m 
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there  was  only  one  maid-servant  in  the  house 
at  the  time,  she  begged  to  be  excused  from 
assisting  at  the  ceremony,  lest  they  should  de- 
vour her  by  their  embraces ;  although  she 
would  readily  consent,  she  said,  if  they  pro- 
mised to  be  moderate. 

"  What !"  cried  Donna  Fiscari,  "  can  you 
suppose  that  we  are  to  walk  round  and  round 
you,  as  if  you  were  a  mirror,  or  a  stucco 
figure  ?  No ;  the  part  must  be  well  acted ; 
and  all  of  you  must  be  prepared  to  do  your 
best." 

As  there  was,  however,  only  one  woman  to 
represent  two  men,  it  was  therefore  requisite 
to  get  some  other  person  or  thing  to  supply 
the  deficiency ;  and  the  servant  was  accord- 
ingly despatched  to  fetch  a  stick,  a  screen,  or 
something  else,  for  this  purpose. 

The  girl,  in  going  down  stairs,  discovered 
a  long  block  upon  which  the  doctor's  wigs 
were  dressed,  and  brought  it  up  to  see  if  it 
would  answer ;  but  they  thought  that  it  might 
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fall  and  do  some  damage,  and  therefore  re- 
jected it.  A  carpenter  was  instantly  sent  for, 
who  nailed  the  foot  of  the  block  to  the  floor ; 
but,  as  barbers'  blocks  have  sometimes  nails 
about  them,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  cover 
this  one  with  pillows,  sheets,  and  blankets,  so 
as  to  lessen  the  danger  arising  from  embrac- 
ing it ; — for  the  block,  in  its  naked  state,  had 
as  many  sharp  edges  as  a  chest  of  carpenter's 
tools,  which  no  one  could  conceive  to  resem- 
ble a  gentleman. 

When  the  block  was  dressed  up  in  this 
manner,  and  begirt  with  a  petticoat,  it  was  not 
very  dissimilar  to  the  servant-maid  ;  so  that,  if 
any  had  seen  her  and  it  standing  near  toge- 
ther, they  would  have  thought  that  the  ladies, 
instead  of  learning  to  salute  handsome  young 
lads,  were  about  to  embrace  fat  sonsy  lasses. 
The  ladies  having  now  retired  to  make  their 
entree,  all  rushed  into  the  room  at  once,  and 
with  such  impetuosity,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  block  was  firmly  nailed  down,  it  wasover- 

6 


ARANJTJEZ.  25 

thrown  with  such  a  noise  as  did  not  a  little 
surprise  James  and  Riazo.  The  block  being 
now  prostrate,  was  of  no  use  to  them ;  so  that 
the  whole  four  rushed  upon  the  servant-girl 
with  such  eagerness,  (for  each  was  to  act  as  if 
she  were  embracing  her  husband,)  that  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  she  got  to  the 
door,  and  ran  down  stairs,  crying  out  murder. 
In  the  meantime,  James  and  Riazo  had  now 
waited  two  hours  and  a  half ;  and  the  latter 
became  so  impatient  that  he  wished  to  de- 
part; but  James  told  him  that  the  doctor 
himself  would  soon  appear,  since  he  was  as 
exact  in  coming  home  to  dinner  at  three 
o'clock,  as  the  sun  is  in  rising  and  setting  at 
certain  periods,  and  that  it  wanted  only  half 
an  hour  of  the  time  when  he  would  certainly 
arrive. 

The  ladies  having  no  means  left  of  con- 
tinuing their  rehearsal,  now  prepared  for  en- 
tering the  dining-room,  where  James  stood, 
with  his  back  to  the  door,   looking  at  some 
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pictures  on  a  table,  and  Riazo  was  sauntering 
near  the  middle  of  the  floor.  The  females 
now  burst  open  the  door ;  Donna  Fiscari 
flew  like  lightning,  and  got  Riazo  round  the 
neck,  while  the  eldest  daughter  did  the 
same  ; — the  former  exclaiming,  "  O  my  much- 
beloved  nephew,  I'm  glad  to  see  you  !" — the 
latter  crying  out,  "  O  happy  day  !  O  my 
much  beloved  cousin,  youVe  welcome  to 
Aranjuez  !""  The  two  young  ladies  had  at  the 
same  time  seized  hold  of  James,  whom  they 
turned  round  and  round,  as  if  they  had  been 
dancing  a  fandango, — while  they  exclaimed, 

"  O  noble  youth  ! Oh  !  what  delight !  Oh  ! 

who  is  the  happy  woman  ?""  They  continued 
dancing  in  this  way  without  music;  and  at 
last  went  regularly  through  all  the  forms  of  a 
country-dance,  making  no  small  noise  through- 
out the  whole  house. 

By  this  time  the  doctor  had  arrived,  and, 
hearing  the  tremendous  uproar  above  stairs, 
such   as  had  never   before   occurred    in   his 
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house,  he  approached  the  scene  of  action, 
and,  opening  the  door  gently,  thrust  in  his 
huge  wig  and  head,  and  beheld  with  as- 
tonishment what  was  going  on.  He  knew 
that  his  nephews-in-law  were  daily  expected ; 
but,  being  a  prudent  cautious  man,  he  said 
nothing,  till  he  should  ascertain  who  the 
gentlemen  were  with  whom  his  wife  and 
daughters  were  thus  engaged.  As  they 
danced  nimbly  past  him,  he  at  once  recog- 
nised Don  Riazo,  who  had  been  often  a  good 
customer  to  him  in  getting  his  carriage-box 
filled  with  medicines ;  and  readily  knew  also 
his  old  assistant  James,  whom  he  was  so  glad 
to  see,  that,  in  spite  of  their  nimbleness  of 
foot,  he  ran  up  and  embraced  him,  although 
with  less  eagerness  than  the  ladies  had  done. 
He  was  likewise  glad  to  behold  Riazo,  whom 
he  saluted  also,  but  could  not  account  for  their 
appearance  in  his  house  in  the  dresses  which 
they  wore. 

The  ladies,  in  the  meantime,  were  glad  to  ob- 
serve the  doctor  as  much  pleased  with  the  gen- 
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tlemen,  as  they  themselves  were ; — and,  as  he 
perceived  that  his  wife  and  daughters  did  not, 
in  the  hurry  and  confusion,  recognise  James 
in  his  sailor''s  clothes,  he  determined  for  the 
present  to  keep  them  ignorant  of  the  character 
of  their  guests.  Then,  taking  James  and 
Riazo  down  stairs,  he  introduced  them  to  his 
serpents  and  crocodiles,  while  dinner  was  pre- 
paring. 

The  doctor  now  explained  to  his  visi- 
(;ors  the  cause  of  the  mistake  which  his 
family  had  committed, — that  they  had  for 
some  time  been  expecting  two  young  men, 
sons  of  his  wife*'s  brother,  who  were  actually 
on  their  passage  from  Copenhagen  to  visit 
them.  This  explanation  accounted  for  the 
delay  of  Donna  Fiscari  and  her  daughters  in 
meeting  them,  and  for  the  noise  they  had  oc- 
casionally heard  in  the  adjoining  room. 

The  doctor  then  told  James  that  he  wished 
to  have  a  little  amusement  at  the  ladies'  ex- 
pence,  as  they  took  every  opportunity  of  ex- 
osing  any  Jaux  pas   which   he    committed. 
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Accordingly,  handing  down  a  phial,  he  con- 
trived to  paint  James  and  Riazo's  eyebrows, 
and  also  applied  a  little  rouge  to  their  cheeks, 
which  so  completely  altered  their  appearance, 
that  there  was  now  some  risk  that  the  ladies 
might  say,  "  These  are  not  the  gentlemen  who 
were  our  partners  in  the  dance."  The  liquid 
and  the  rouge  gave  them,  besides,  a  youth- 
ful aspect ;  so  that  James  and  Riazo  might 
have  passed  for  young  men  of  three  and 
twenty. 

The  doctor  now  made  a  thousand  inquiries 
where  James  had  been  since  he  left  Aranjuez, 
how  Don  Riazo  had  discovered  him,  and  why 
they  had  assumed  the  dress  of  sailors  ?  All 
these  queries  being  fully  answered,  and  the 
reason  of  their  present  visit  being  explained, 
the  doctor  said  that  he  considered  it  as  the 
highest  compliment  he  could  receive,  and 
that  it  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  he  had 
entertained  of  James,  as  a  great  and  a  good 
man,    who  excelled  all   others  he   had  ever 
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met  with,  for  knowledge,  truth,  and  industry ; 
while  James,  on  the  other  hand,  expressed  the 
high  esteem  he  had  for  the  doctor ;  so  that 
Riazo  was  delighted  to  hear  the  encomiums 
they  bestowed  on  each  other. 

In  the  meantime  the  ladies  had  retired,  and 
begun  to  make  their  remarks  on  their  supposed 
relations ;  of  whom  Donna  Fiscari  said,  that 
they  appeared  to  her  to  have  a  very  strong  fa- 
mily-resemblance, particularly  in  their  eyes, 
which  were  exactly  like  her  brother's,  and  that 
they  had  quite  the  Revaro  nose ; — although 
she  could  not  decide  which  of  the  two  was  the 
elder,  and,  from  being  too  little  acquainted 
with  them,  could  not  make  the  inquiry. 

Dinner  was  now  announced,  and  the  mother 
and  daughters  were  all  ready  to  play  their 
parts,  each  of  the  latter  hoping,  by  her  arti- 
fices, to  obtain  a  husband.  For  this  purpose, 
the  toilet  was  studied  with  the  utmost  care, 
the  hair-powder  was  profusely  applied,  and 
the  scented  wash-balls  were  long  employed  ;— 
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but,  to  say  the  truth,  which  (tell  it  not  in 
Gath,)  cannot  be  said  of  every  lady's  toilet, 
no  paint  was  ever  seen  in  that  of  the  doctor's 
daughters  ; — a  circumstance  which,  they 
doubted  not,  would  recommend  them  to 
their  cousins,  and  to  all  their  other  suitors. 
For  they  knew  that  young  ladies  who  paint  at 
twenty,  continue  to  paint  during  their  lives  ; 
that  for  them  no  husband  was  ever  made,  and 
that  by  them  no  husband  could  ever  be  ex- 
pected,— as  it  might  be  presumed  that,  if  they 
attempted  to  deceive  men  by  artificial  looks, 
there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  their  pro- 
fessions. 

The  doctor,  his  family,  and  his  guests^  now 
sat  down  to  dinner,  during  which  the  young 
ladies,  firmly  persuaded  that  James  and 
Riazo  were  their  cousins,  and  soon  to  be  their 
husbands,  exhibited  to  perfection  that  polite- 
ness of  address,  that  elegance  of  manner,  and 
suavity  of  temper,  which  are  so  irresistible  in 
captivating  the  hearts  of  men.     Indeed,  they 
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used  every  effort  to  render  themselves  agree- 
able, by  the  attractive  graces  of  their  de- 
meanour, by  the  artless  simplicity  of  their 
conversation,  and  by  their  earnest  desire  to 
please  their  visitors;  so  that,  in  these  respects, 
they  far  surpassed  those  ladies  who  exhibit  a 
bold  and  arrogant  manner,  so  unbecoming  in 
the  female  sex,  and  so  disgusting  to  men  of 
sense  and  discretion. 

"  So  shines  fair  Virtue,  shedding  light  divine 
On  those  who  wish'd  to  profit  by  her  ways ; 

Who  ne'er,  at  parting  with  their  vice,  repine, 
To  taste  the  conaforts  of  her  blissful  rays." 
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CHAPTER  II. 

The  dinner  went  ofF  with  all  that  regularity 
and  order  which  distinguish  the  entertain- 
ments of  the  great ;  while  the  whole  company 
were  pleased  and  happy.  The  doctor  now 
requested  to  dedicate  a  bumper  to  the  health 
of  his  two  nephews-in-law,  who  had  honoured 
him  with  a  visit,  by  braving  the  perils  of  a 
long  voyage  from  Copenhagen,  in  crossing 
the  German  Ocean  and  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  their  aiFec- 
tion  and  respect  for  their  father's  sister  and 
her  children.  "  Although,"  he  said,  "  the 
young  gentlemen  were  no  family-relations  of 
his,  yet  he  valued  them  as  much  as  if  they 
were ;  and  he  hoped  that  those  who  respected 
them  as  he  did  would  drink  the  bumper  to 

b2 
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the  bottom.  This  toast  had  a  curious  effect 
upon  the  young  ladies,  whose  pohteness  and 
modesty  were  at  variance  with  their  feehngs ; — 
and,  but  for  these,  had  the  glass  been  ten 
times  the  size,  they  would  have  drunk  it  out 
to  the  health  of  two  such  charming  heroes. 
They  now  looked  wistfully  at  one  another ; 
and,  although  they  did  not  drink  off  the  whole 
glass,  they  sipped  it  as  nectar  in  honour  of 
the  toast.  The  doctor  now  craved  another 
bumper,  which  he  gave  with  equal  effect  to 
his  wife's  brother,  and  which  was  received 
with  every  mark  of  esteem  ;  so  that  there  was 
not  a  happier  company  assembled  that  after- 
noon throughout  all  Spain. 

Donna  Fiscari  now  made  several  inquiries 
about  her  brother,  and  asked  various  questions 
respecting  his  affairs.  James  however  remain- 
ed silent ;  for,  although  he  could  play  off  a 
piece  of  innocent  humour,  he  could  not  forge 
stories  which  had  no  foundation ;  and  the  doc- 
tor begged  his  wife  to  excuse  her  nephew  from 
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answering  these  questions,  for  particular  rea- 
sons which  he  could  not  then  mention.  Ria^ 
zo,  however,  told  her  as  many  particulars  as 
he  could  invent,  so  that  Donna  Fiscari  was 
much  gratified  with  the  fictitious  intelligence. 

When  the  ladies  had  retired  after  dinner, 
James  informed  the  doctor  that  his  friend, 
Don  Riazo,  had  retired  from  business ;  that 
he  had  purchased  an  extensive  estate  near 
Toledo,  and  married  his  sister ;  that  he  had 
a  natural  turn  for  study,  and  had  long  wished 
to  know  something  of  medicine,  especially  of 
that  branch  of  it  called  materia  medica ;  and 
that,  were  the  doctor  to  allow  him  to  attend 
his  shop  for  a  few  weeks,  he  should  be  hand- 
somely rewarded  for  his  trouble.  The  doc- 
tor, who  sat  listening  to  all  that  James  was 
saying,  started  from  his  chair,  and  cried 
out,— i 

"  Trouble  !  instead  of  a  trouble,  I  consider 
it  an  honour  to  oblige  your  friend,  who  is  so 
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good  a  man,  and  so  worthy  of  having  every 
attention  shewn  him.'' 

The  doctor  now  rang  the  bell,  and  told  his 
servant  to  send  up  the  shopman,  whom,  as  soon 
as  he  appeared,  his  master  thus  addressed  : — 

"  You  see  here  a  friend  of  mine,  who  wishes 
to  attend  the  laboratory  for  some  time,  to  learn 
the  practical  part  of  the  healing  art ; — now,  see 
that  you  instruct  him  in  the  art  of  beating 
the  pestle  and  mortar,  (with  which  a  student, 
you  know,  usually  commences,)  then  teach  him 
to  compound  medicines;  give  him  the  last  pub- 
lication on  them  to  study  ;  explain  it  to  him  in 
the  best  way  you  can;  shew  him  the  recipes 
to  make  physicians'*  prescriptions ;  teach  him 
the  names  of  the  various  drugs ;  and,  as  he 
doubtless  understands  Latin,  he  will  soon  ac- 
quire a  knowledge  of  pharmacy ; — teach  him 
next  how  to  spread  blisters,  to  make  up  pills, 
and  to  do  every  thing  that  you  can  do  yourself." 

The  doctor  having  given  these  directions  to 
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the  shopman,  then  went  into  a  small  room,  and 
brought  out  a  black  cloak,  hat,  and  wig,  which 
he  put  on  Don  Riazo,  who  now  looked  as 
knowing  as  if  he  had  been  physician  to  a 
prince. 

James  next  expressed  a  wish  that  either  the 
doctor  or  his  shopman  would  instruct  Riazo 
in  the  art  of  bleeding.  "  Oh,"  replied  the 
doctor,  "  you  can  easily  teach  him  that  your- 
self; get  a  cabbage-blade,  and  begin  this 
instant." 

James  consented  to  do  so ;  but  begged  to 
decline  the  operation  at  present,  till  Don  Ria- 
zo had  learned  a  little  pharmacy.  Mean- 
while the  latter  was  set  to  ply  at  the  pestle 
and  mortar  ;  but,  being  a  novice  in  the  art  of 
bruising  medicines,  he  made  the  pieces  of  bark 
and  other  ingredients  fly  about  him  in  all  di- 
rections, and  thereby  almost  knocked  out  his 
eyes.  James  also  attended  the  laboratory,  and 
instructed  his  brother-in-law  how  to  compound 
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medicines ;  choosing  rather  to  do  so  than  re- 
main in  idleness. 

Donna  Fiscari  and  her  daughters  having 
learned  what  was  going  on  in  the  shop,  could 
not  understand  what  the  doctor  meant  by 
keeping  her  two  nephews  all  the  day  making 
up  pills  and  plasters ;  and  the  former  took  an 
opportunity,  after  dinner,  to  ask  the  reason 
why  he  employed  them  in  such  a  manner. 

"  My  dear  doctor,"  said  his  wife,  "  may  I 
inquire  what  you  mean  by  keeping  my  brother's 
sons  always  in  the  laboratory  ?  Did  my  brother 
write  you  to  instruct  them  in  the  medical  art  ? 
If  not,  you  are  diverting  their  attention  to  a 
diiFerent  profession  from  that  to  which  he  has 
bred  them." 

"  Very  true,"  replied  the  doctor  ;  "  but  it 
is  very  well  known  that  the  art  of  physic  is  of 
great  value  in  all  climates,  and  as  useful  at 
sea  as  on  land.  Now,  I  find  that  your  nephews 
are  young  men  of  science  and  enterprise,  who 
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wish  to  learn  something  of  the  heahng  art ; 
and,  as  they  have  requested  me  to  teach  them 
its  first  principles,  can  I  refuse  to  do  this  for 
your  brother^s  children  ?  If  they  remain  but 
a  year  with  me,  they  may  return  home,  and, 
in  spite  of  all  opposition,  begin  the  practice  of 
physic  in  Copenhagen,  where  the  great  doctors 
Revaro,  who  have  been  regularly  bred  under 
the  illustrious  Doctor  Fiscari,  of  the  city  of 
Aranjuez,  in  the  province  of  New  Castile,  Fel- 
lows of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian  Societies 
of  Madrid,  Members  of  the  Royal  Medical 
and  Physical  Societies  of  Toledo,  and  Fellows 
of  the  Linnaean  and  Geological  Societies  of 
Ocano,  will  become  the  most  eminent  men  in 
their  profession." 

As  he  continued  walking  about  the  room 
during  this  rhapsody,  he  at  last  repaired  to  the 
closet,  whence  he  brought  out  another  wig, 
which  he  put  on  James's  head,  saying— 

"  There,  sir,  is  a  present  for  you,  in  which 
there  is  more  wisdom  than  you  imagine ;  it 
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will  be  of  great  use  to  you  on  all  occasions ; 
and,  in  particular,  it  will  make  you  form  a 
good  opinion  of  yourself, — a  very  necessary 
circumstance  in  your  profession  : — I  now  dub 
you  both,  — doctors  of  medicine." 

The  appearance  which  Riazo  had  made  at 
table  was  so  highly  ludicrous,  that  the  young 
ladies  laughed  all  the  time  of  dinner  ;  but, 
when  the  doctor  put  the  wig  on  Jameses  head, 
they  ran  off,  and  continued  laughing  in  their 
own  room  for  above  an  hour. 

Our  travellers  were  now  left  alone  with  the 
doctor,  who  told  them  that  he  had  that  day 
received  a  letter  from  his  brother,  who  resid- 
ed at  Poveda,  about  eighty  miles  north-east 
of  Aranjuez,  informing  him  that  his  son  had 
been  taken  dangerously  ill,  and  requesting  him 
to  come  instantly  and  see  him  ; — although  he 
could  not  think  of  being  so  long  absent  from 
his  patients,  as  this  journey  would  require  him 
to  be.  James,  however,  relieved  the  doctor 
from  his  dilemma,  by  promising  to  do  every 
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thing  inhispower  to  manage  thepatients  during 
his  absence  ;  observing  also,  that  the  shopman 
and  Don  Riazo  would  be  capable  of  taking 
charge  of  their  department ;  for,  although  the 
latter  was  a  very  young  doctor,  he  would  be  of 
great  use  by  appearing  always  about  the  shop, 
and  thus  shewing  people  that  the  doctor's  busi- 
ness had  not  fallen  off.  The  matter  was  accord- 
ingly arranged  in  this  way  ;  and  next  morning 
the  doctor  set  oiF  on  horseback,  having  left  all 
the  requisite  instructions  with  James  respecting 
the  business,  and  with  his  wife  and  daughters 
about  the  household  affairs.  He  admonished 
them  to  be  kind  to  their  relations  until  his  re- 
turn, and  never  to  laugh  any  more  at  table, 
whatever  number  of  wigs  the  young  men  might 
wear. 

The  principal  instructions  given  to  James 
and  Riazo  were,  that  they  should  keep  up  the 
joke  as  to  their  being  his  relations,  and  ap- 
pear with  wigs  upon  all  occasions,  as  this  arti- 
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ficial  covering  would  help  greatly  to  preserve 
the  deception. 

Riazo  now  fell  again  to  the  mortar  ;  and, 
although  at  first  he  found  it  a  difficult  opera- 
tion, yet,  by  perseverance,  he  acquired  con- 
siderable dexterity  in  pounding  medicines. 

A  few  days  after  the  doctor's  departure,  his 
wife  had  invited  a  Don  Mora,  a  ruling  ma- 
gistrate of  the  city,  together  with  his  wife  and 
daughter,  to  dinner ;  after  which  the  doctor's 
health  was  drunk  with  great  applause.  Don- 
na Fiscari  then  drunk  to  her  supposed  nephews, 
and  explained  to  Don  Mora  how  they  were 
related  to  her,  what  an  extensive  ship-owner 
her  brother  was  at  Copenhagen,  and  what 
great  dangers  the  young  men  had  encounter- 
ed in  crossing  the  seas  to  visit  her  and  her  fa- 
mily. She  then  remarked,  that  their  singular 
appearance  at  present  arose  from  an  injunc- 
tion left  by  the  doctor,  that  they  should  wear 
the  wigs  he  had  given  them  until  his  return ; 
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and  hence  they  appeared  in  this  guise  in  com- 
pliance with  his  order.  In  replying  to  this 
explanation  of  Donna  Fiscari,  Don  Mora  said 
that  he  thought  her  nephews  looked  well  in 
wigs,  and  that  he  was  much  mistaken  if 
they  would  not  look  well  in  any  dress,  as 
they  bore  a  strong  family-likeness  to  her  as 
well  as  to  each  other.  This  compliment 
pleased  her  so  much,  that,  in  spite  of  the  very 
extraordinary  appearance  they  made  in  wigs, 
she  exclaimed,— 

"  Yes,  Don  Mora,  they  are  my  dear  brother's 
children ;  and  the  likeness  of  their  father  is 
striking  and  indelible  !'' 

At  this  moment  the  bell  rang,  the  servant 
answered  it,  and,  in  an  instant.  Donna  Fisca- 
ri's  real  nephews,  who  had  been  so  long  ex- 
pected, entered  the  room.  At  their  appear- 
ance, James  and  Riazo,  conscious  of  having 
assumed  the  character  of  the  young  men  who 
stood  before  them,  were  struck  with  astonish- 
ment ;  they  looked  at  each  other  with  emotions 
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inexpressible,  and  would  have  given  the  world 
to  escape  from  the  room.  Meanwhile,  the 
the  two  Revaros  inquired  for  the  doctor ;  but 
Donna  Fiscari,  not  knowing  to  whom  she 
spoke,  told  them  that  her  husband  was  gone 
from  home,  and  that,  if  they  had  any  business 
to  transact  with  him,  perhaps  her  two  nephews 
there  (pointing  to  James  and  Riazo)  might  be 
able  to  manage  it  for  them. 

''  Nephews !"  exclaimed  Gustavus  Revaro 
in  surprise  ;   "  these  are  not  your  nephews." 

"  What  !""  cried  the  enraged  landlady, 
"  these  young  men  are  my  relations,  who, 
after  a  long  and  perilous  voyage  over  the  Ger- 
man ocean,  which  they  encountered  in  spite 
of  the  furious  and  stor^iy  winds,  have  come 
hither  from  Copenha<;  v  on  a  promised  visit 
to  their  dear  relations  ■!  re;  and  we  find  in 
them,  sir,  every  thing  tliaOs  great  and  good, 
or  worthy  of  imitation."*' 

"  My  dearest  aunt,  "  replied  Revaro,  ^^  we 
are  your  nephews  from  C<  penhagen,  and  land- 
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ed  only  about  a  week  ago  from  the  Melam- 
pus,  (a  vessel  of  our  father's,)  at  the  port  of 
Santillana,  on  our  promised  visit  to  you  and 
our  dear  cousins,  whom  we  have  never  seen 
till  this  moment." 

"  What  ingenious  contrivance  is  this,"  an- 
swered Donna  Fiscari,  "  to  lessen  our  affec- 
tion for  our  dear  nephews,  to  whom  you  are 
both  as  unlike  as  a  wilk  is  to  a  lobster  !" 

**  Comparisons  have  nothing  to  do  in  the 
matter,"  replied  Revaro;  I  tell  you  respect- 
fully, signora,  (while  he  pointed  to  James  and 
Riazo,)  that  these  men  are  two  impostors." 

"  Impostors !"  cried  she  with  a  voice  like 
thunder ;  "  I'll  imposture  you ;"  and,  throwing 
off  her  slipper,  she  struck  so  effectually  at 
both  their  faces,  that  they  ran  much  faster 
down  stairs  than  they  had  come  up. 

During  this  extraordinary  scene,  James  and 
Riazo  were  unable  to  speak  ;  they  knew  that 
they  were  not  Donna  Fiscari's  nephews,  but 
that  they  had  engaged  in  this  stratagem  with 
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the  doctor,  whom^they  did  not  wish  to  offend  ; 
and,  until  his  return,  they  were  determined  to 
preserve  a  profound  silence  respecting  their 
real  characters.  Meanwhile,  the  young  ladies 
were  still  more  astonished  than  their  mother, 
and  firmly  believed  that  the  strangers  were 
impostors ;  as  their  looks  and  manners  had 
not  the  smallest  resemblance  to  those  of  James 
and  Riazo.  The  eldest  daughter,  after  keep- 
ing a  smelling-bottle  at  her  nose  for  half  an 
hour,  had  now  recovered,  and  began  thus : — 
*'  Who  could  invent  such  a  villanous  trick  as 
this  ?  I  think  I  know  the  contriver,  who,  out 
of  spite  at  us  for  our  present  happiness,  has 
taken  a  pleasure  in  distressing  a  family  who 
never  gave  them  any  offence.'*'' 

*'  True  !'*''  said  the  second  daughter ;  *^  I 
know  also  who  are  the  inventors ;  and  it  shall 
not  be  long  before  they  hear  from  me.  I'll 
treat  them  in  a  similar  way  as  the  impostors 
have  been  deservedly  treated ;  and,  should  I 
Meet  them  in  the  street,  I'll  pull  off  my  slipper 
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and  belabour  them  to  some  purpose,  the  base 
malignants  !" 

'*  But,"  said  the  youngest,  "  that's  not  the 
way  in  which  I  intend  to  punish  them ;  I'll 
take  my  dear  cousins  by  the  arm,  and  call 
upon  them,  and  not  speak  upon  the  subject, 
but  only  tell  them  what  has  happened,  and 
how  we  have  been  treated  by  their  officio us- 
ness." 

This  last  proposal  was  loudly  applauded  by 
the  whole  party,  as  the  safest  and  most  effec- 
tual to  answer  their  purpose ;  and,  as  they  all 
fixed  upon  a  particular  lady  as  the  fabricator 
of  the  trick,  it  was  determined  that  the  young- 
est, accompanied  by  James  and  Riazo,  should 
pay  her  a  visit.  But,  on  proposing  this  scheme 
to  these  gentlemen,  the  ladies  were  astonished 
to  find  them  unwilling  to  join  in  the  frolic, 
under  pretence  that  they  could  do  nothing  be- 
fore the  doctor's  return,  as  he  had  left  them 
so  much  business  to  perform,  that  they  were 
unable    to    quit    the    shop    for    a    moment. 
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This  evasion  the  ladies  thought  a  silly  ex- 
cuse, because,  when  James  and  Riazo  were 
at  dinner,  they  did  not  seem  to  recollect  that 
there  was  any  such  thing  as  a  shop  about 
the  premises.  On  due  consideration,  however, 
they  acquitted  their  supposed  cousins  of  any 
unkindness  in  not  acceding  to  their  wishes, 
from  being  utter  strangers  in  the  place ;  and 
even  gave  them  credit  for  not  being  accessary 
to  a  quarrel  when  they  could  avoid  it.  This 
scheme  was  accordingly  abandoned  ;  and  mat- 
ters were  allowed  to  remain  in  this  state  till 
the  doctor's  return,  who,  they  doubted  not, 
would  be  ten  times  more  enraged  at  the  trick 
than  his  wife  had  been. 

In  the  meantime,  Donna  Riazo  and  her 
sister  had  become  much  alarmed  for  the  safety 
of  our  travellers,  as  their  visit  to  Madrid  was 
to  have  been  accomplished  within  a  week, 
whereas  they  had  been  absent  nearly  two 
months.  Accordingly  they  were  now  quite 
Hfiiserable,  and  therefore  resolved  to  set  out 
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in  pursuit  of  James  and  Riazo,  let  the  conse- 
quence be  what  it  would.  After  engaging 
post-horses  at  Toledo,  they  started  early  in 
the  morning  for  Madrid,  drove  fast,  and  soon 
arrived  at  the  first  stage.  Here  they  changed 
horses,  and  proceeded  on  their  journey,  till 
they  arrived  at  Madrid,  and  were  set  down  at 
Don  Lamando's.  There  a  music  party  was 
assembled,  to  all  of  whom  they  were  intro- 
duced, and  soon  discovered  Gorilla  in  all  his 
glory.  The  ladies  now  informed  Don  La- 
mando  of  the  purpose  of  their  visit ;  but  were 
astonished  to  find  that  he  knew  nothing  more 
of  James  and  Riazo  than  they  themselves  did, 
except  that  these  two  gentlemen  had  left  his 
house  some  weeks  ago  on  a  visit  to  Doctor 
Fiscari  at  Aranjuez ;  and  Lamando  was 
equally  surprised  that  they  had  not  returned, 
since  he  himself  had  received  an  invitation  to 
set  out  with  Don  Riazo  on  a  visit  to  his  man- 
sion. 

This  information  was  most  distressing  to 

VOL.  IV.  c 
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both  the  ladies,  who  formed  a  thousand 
gloomy  conjectures  concerning  what  had  be- 
come of  their  nearest  and  dearest  relations. 
They  did  not,  however,  relinquish  the  search, 
but  made  particular  inquiry  what  road  they 
had  taken,  and  in  what  dress  they  had  travel- 
led to  Aranjuez.  When  the  ladies  were  told 
that  Riazo  and  James  had  left  Madrid  in  sail- 
ors' jackets  and  trowsers,  they  were  in  a  state 
of  absolute  horror  and  distraction.  Donna  Ria- 
zo fell  into  a  fit,  and  was  put  to  bed,  while  her 
sister  was  little  better  ;  but,  on  receiving  some 
cordials  from  a  physician  who  was  sent  for, 
they  soon  recovered,  and  consulted  Lamando 
what  they  ought  to  do.  He  at  once  advised 
them  to  go  to  Aranjuez  by  the  stage-coach,  is 
journey  which  they  could  easily  accomplish 
in  a  day,  as  that  town  was  only  forty  miles 
distapt.  They  readily  took  Lamando's  ad- 
vice ;  and,  having  procured  two  inside-tickets, 
they  left  Madrid  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  arrived  at  Aranjuez  in  time  for  dinner. 
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They  alighted  at  an  inn,  and,  after  obtain- 
ing some  refreshment,  inquired  for  the  house 
of  Doctor  Fiscari, — to  which  they  were  di- 
rected by  a  waiter.  It  so  happened  that 
James  and  Riazo  were  busily  engaged  that 
day  in  executing  an  order  for  a  large  quantity 
of  powdered  bark  for  a  country  surgeon,  so 
that  both  were  plying  the  mortars  in  the  labo- 
ratory, without  either  coat  or  hat,  in  a  state 
of  complete  perspiration.  Meantime  the  ladies, 
thinking  that  Doctor  Fiscari,  from  whom  they 
expected  intelligence,  would  most  likely  be 
found  in  his  shop,  went  directly  thither,  and 
were  utterly  confounded  on  seeing  James  at 
the  one  counter,  and  Riazo  at  the  other,  in 
the  condition  above-mentioned.  The  gro- 
tesque figure  of  the  fugitives  deprived  the 
ladies  of  the  power  of  speech,  although  they 
rushed  forward  to  embrace  them  ;  but  soon 
retreated,  being  nearly  suffocated  with  the 
fumes  of  the  bark.  Donna  Riazo,  stepping 
back,  and  holding  out  her  fan,  exclaimed, — 
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"  Gracious  heavens !  what  do  I  behold  ? 
Is  this  enchantment,  or  am  I  under  the  in- 
fluence of  some  genii  ?'"' 

Her  sister  came  speedily  to  her  assistance,  as 
she  was  in  the  act  of  falling  into  a  swoon  ;  and, 
after  expressing  her  astonishment,  replied,— 

"  There  is  no  enchantment  here,  Ferna- 
dina ;  for,  by  the  use  of  my  eyes,  I  can  see 
your  husband  and  my  brother  beating  drugs 
in  a  mortar: — there  can  be  no  mistake  or 
mystery  in  the  matter." 

"  Heaven  preserve  me  V  cried  Riazo's 
lady,  "  what  is  all  this  ?  And  how  can  it  be, 
that  he,  who  was  so  lately  the  pride  of  a 
splendid  mansion,  at  whose  table  hundreds 
have  dined  together,  should  come  from  a  pa- 
lace, and,  without  any  proper  reason,  be  found 
in  a  shop,  without  his  hat  or  coat,  pounding 
drugs  in  a  mortar  ? — I  demand  of  you,"  said 
she  to  Riazo,  *'  as  your  lawful  wife,  to  ex- 
plain to  me  the  cause  of  this  extraordinary 
circumstance."" 
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"  My  dearest  wife,"  replied  Riazo,  "  it  is 
for  a  wager." 

"  That  is  impossible,"  cried  his  wife;  "you 
never  wagered  before  since  our  marriage. 
What,  then,  could  induce  you  to  act  in  this 
manner  at  present  ?" 

James  finding  that  explanations,  such  as 
neither  he  nor  Riazo  was  disposed  to  give, 
would  be  necessary,  put  on  his  coat  and  hat, 
and  walked  back  to  the  inn  with  his  two  sis- 
ters, requesting  them  to  remain  there  till 
farther  orders  were  sent  them.  The  ladies 
now  verily  thought  that  their  two  relations 
had  gone  distracted  ;  and,  after  James  had 
departed,  they  proposed  to  call  at  the  doctor's 
house,  to  get  all  the  information  they  could 
about  so  strange  an  occurrence.  They  found 
Donna  Fiscari  and  her  daughters  at  home ; 
and  the  first,  on  the  entrance  of  the  two  ladies, 
asked,— 

"  To  what  circumstance  she  should  ascribe 
the  honour  of  this  visit  .'^" 
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"  You  see  before  you,"  replied  Riazo'*s 
lady,  "  the  lawful  wife  of  him  who  owns  the 
mansion  of  the  Villa  de  Carey  : — my  husband, 
in  company  with  my  brother,  left  their  home, 
two  months  ago,  on  a  visit  to  a  friend  at 
Madrid,  but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
has  yet  returned." 

"  And  how  comes  it,"  asked  Donna  Fis- 
cari,  "  that  you  apply  to  me  respecting  a  lost 
husband  ?  I  myself  have  lost  one  too  ;  for  the 
great  Doctor  Fiscari,  who  lately  went  to  visit 
a  patient  at  Poveda,  has  not  yet  returned, 
after  an  absence  of  three  weeks,  though  he 
ought  to  have  been  at  home  again  in  three 
days.  I  think  it  is  too  much  the  fashion  for 
husbands,  under  various  pretences,  to  leave 
their  wives  and  families,  and  to  roam  over  the 
country  after  foolish  adventures ;  and  I  am 
one  of  those  unfortunate  wives  who  have  rea- 
son to  complain  of  this  practice  as  well  as 
yourself." 

Donna  Riazo  had  not  time  to  reply,  before 
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the  eldest  daughter  thus  proceeded   in   the 
same  strain : — 

''  Your  inquiries  respecting  a  lost  husband 
are  by  no  means  singular ;  I  know  several 
ladies  in  this  city,  our  particular  friends  and 
neighbours,  who  are  in  the  same  condition. 
There  is  Donna  Franciscanna  Levy  de  Covy, 
an  accomplished  and  elegant  lady,  who  had  a 
large  fortune,  and  who  was  married  only 
eight  months  ago ;  and  yet  her  husband  has 
thought  fit  to  set  out  on  his  travels  into  fo- 
reign countries,  no  one  knows  whither.  Her 
case  is  at  least  as  bad  as  yours,  and  therefore 
ought  to  reconcile  you  to  your  loss,  as  you  see 
that  it  is  nothing  extraordinary  for  husbands 
to  leave  their  wives,  however  estimable  they 
may  be.  Besides,  if  your  husband  was  a 
bad  one,  (as  there  is  reason  to  suspect  from 
his  having  run  away,)  you  have  cause  to  be 
thankful  for  thus  getting  rid  of  him  ;  although 
the  matter  is  not  thereby  much  mended,  since 
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a  lady  who  has  one  husband  ahve  cannot  get 
another. 

"  That''s  not  to  the  point,''  cried  the  doc- 
tor's wife  ;  "  I  have  been  married  these  thirty 
years, — and  here  are  all  my  family,  three  lovely 
daughters,  for  whom  the  doctor  and  myself 
are  anxious  to  get  husbands,  whether  they 
should  run  away  from  them  or  not.  I  have 
also  in  my  house  two  nephews,  the  sons  of  a 
beloved  brother,  who  has  sent  them,  after  re- 
peated promises,  from  the  city  of  Copenhagen, 
in  Denmark,  to  visit  us.  I  have  not  seen 
him,  dear  madam,"  (here  she  paused  and 
wept ;  then,  taking  her  handkerchief  and  wip- 
ing her  eyes,  she  proceeded,)  "  since  he  was  a 
boy,  and  now  he  has  sent  his  two  eldest 
sons  to  see  their  dear  aunt  and  lovely  cousins." 

At  this  moment  James  and  Riazo,  who 
supposed  that  the  ladies  remained  at  the  inn, 
entered  the  room. 

*'  There,"  exclaimed  Donna  Fiscari,   "  are 
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my  two  dear  nephews  ;  the  doctor  has  taken 
such  a  liking  to  them,  that  he  is  bringing 
them  up  in  the  medical  line  !" 

'*  In  the  medical  line !"  cried  Donna  Riazo, 
while  she  stept  backward,  and,  pointing  with 
her  face  to  Riazo,  said, — 

''  That  gentleman  is  my  husband." 
At  these  words  the  party  were  confounded ; 
James  and  Riazo  remained  silent,  looking 
abashed  at  one  another  ;  while  the  youngest 
daughter,  who  was  most  deeply  interested, 
spoke  thus : — 

"  My  dear  sisters,  this  is  another  daring 
attack  upon  the  honour  of  our  relations;  it 
springs  from  the  same  infamous  source  as 
the  former,  and  will  meet  its  reward  ;  how 
fortunate,  that  we  have  so  good  and  discrimi- 
nating a  parent,  who  protects  us  against  these 
malignant  impositions  !" 

Donna  Riazo  declared  that  there  was  no 
imposition  ;  but  that  one   of  the  gentlemen 

c  3 
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was  her  husbanii,  and  the  other  her  brother  ; 
and  that  to  her  great  surprise,  she  had  found 
both  of  them  beating  drugs  in  a  mortar. 

*^  Insolent  woman  !"  cried  Donna  Fiscari ; 
"  I  say  how  insolent  it  is  for  you  to  come 
hither,  madam,  under  a  false  pretence  of 
claiming  as  your  husband  one  of  my  nephews, 
who  never  saw  you  in  the  course  of  their  lives." 

"  'Tis  a  false  allegation  1"  cried  Donna 
Riazo. 

"  What,"  replied  Donna  Fiscari ;  "  do 
you  give  me  the  lie .?"  then  pulling  off  her 
slipper,  she  beat  them  so  furiously  on  the  face, 
that  they  instantly  fled  out  of  the  room,  and 
hastened  down  stairs  for  safety. 

At  this  moment  the  doctor  entered  his  house ; 
and,  meeting  two  ladies  running  so  fast, 
he  naturally  inquired  of  them  what  was  the 
matter,  and  soon  learned  how  they  had  been 
treated  by  his  wife.  Fiscari  was  sorry  that 
she  had  handled  them  so  roughly;  but  re- 
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joiced  that  she  had  been  so  much  teased 
about  her  visitors,  as  he  sought  to  be  revenged 
on  her  and  his  daughters  for  some  petty 
insults  they  had  lately  offered  him. 

He  now  requested  the  ladies  to  step  into 
the  laboratory,  and  wait  a  few  minutes,  till  he 
explained  matters  to  Donna  Fiscari,  and  in- 
duced her  to  receive  them  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner. Accordingly  he  told  her  that  he  had 
brought  with  him  two  ladies,  who  would  hon- 
our them  with  their  company  that  day  to  din- 
ner. 

''  I  am  extremely  happy  to  hear  that," 
said  his  wife ;  "  for  yesterday  appeared  two 
fellows,  who  said  that  they  had  just  come 
from  my  brother  at  Copenhagen ;  and  they 
had  also  the  assurance  to  call  me  their  dear 
aunt,  and  the  presumption  to  tell  me  that 
our  dear  nephews  in  the  shop  were  imposi 
tors.  For  such  impertinence  I  treated  them 
as  they  justly  deserved,  by  beating  them  in 
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the  face  with  my  shoe ;  so  that  they  ran  off, 
and  will  not  likely  pay  us  another  visit.  To- 
day a  similar  insult  was  offered  me  by  two 
drest-up  gipsies  who  came  hither  ;  one  of 
whom  said,  that  my  two  nephews  belonged  to 
her,  and  that  one  of  them  was  her  husband, 
and  the  other  her  brother.  I  treated  these  pre- 
tended ladies  in  the  same  way  as  the  pretend- 
ed gentlemen,  and  with  equal  effect,  as  they 
were  glad  to  escape : — it  is  scarcely  ten  mi- 
nutes since  they  left  the  house." 

The  doctor  listened  to  this  long  harangue 
without  making  any  reply ;  and,  finding  that 
the  dinner  was  nearly  ready,  he  departed  to 
the  laboratory,  where  his  two  guests  and  the 
ladies  were  now  assembled. 

As  soon  as  the  bell  announced  that  din- 
ner was  on  the  table,  Riazo  led  in  his  lady, 
hanging  on  his  arm,  and  James,  his  sister  in 
the  same  manner.  At  this  sight,  the  doctor's 
wife  and  daughters  were  struck  with  astonish- 
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merit ;  not  one  of  them  ventured  to  speak, 
till  at  last  the  doctor  told  them,  before  sitting 
down  to  dinner,  that  he  alone  was  to  blame  in 
this  matter. 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  you  are  to 
blame  ?""  asked  his  wife ;  "  are  not  these  my 
two  nephews  from  Copenhagen  ?" 

"  No,"  replied  the  doctor,  •'  they  are  not.*" 

"  What's  this  I  hear  ?"  rejoined  his  wife  ; 
"  if  I'm  deceived  in  this  respect,  I  shall  never 
outlive  the  affront." 

"  'Tis  a  matter  of  no  consequence,"  said 
the  doctor ;  "  and  if  you'll  only  keep  your 
temper,  and  be  guided  by  the  laws  of  reason, 
I  will  explain  every  thing  to  your  satisfac- 
tion ;  but  as  the  dinner  is  on  the  table,  let  us 
attend  to  it  first,  and  then  discuss  these  mat- 
ters afterwards." 

This  proposal  met  with  universal  assent; 
and  after  dinner,  when  the  grace-cup  was  said, 
the  tablecloth  removed,  and  the  wine  began 
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to  circulate,  Donna  Fiscari  thus  addressed  her 
husband : — 

"  You  told  me  before  dinner,  that,  were  I 
to  regulate  my  tongue  and  my  temper,  you 
could  unfold  a  mystery."" 

"  I  can,"  replied  the  doctor.  "  Know  then, 
as  it  was  known  to  me,  that  when  you  were 
dancing  with  your  supposed  nephews,  you 
were  dancing  with  these  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  I  knew  to  be  Don  Riazo  of  the  Villa  de 
Carey,  who  had  been  in  search  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  some  time  ago  my  assistant.*" 

James  having  thrown  off  the  disguise  under 
which  he  acted,  was  soon  recognised  by  the 
whole  family,  to  their  bitter  grief  and  mortifi- 
cation. What  a  disclosure  was  this  to  the 
poor  young  ladies,  to  have  all  their  hopes 
blasted  in  a  moment,  by  finding  that  the  two 
gentlemen  whom  they  expected  for  husbands 
were  unattainable  ;  as  James,  they  knew, 
would  never  marry,  and  as  Riazo  had  his 
wife  sitting  beside  him  ! 
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After  the  first  emotions  of  the  doctor's  wife 
and  daughters  had  somewhat  subsided,  Fiscari 
thus  continued  :— 

^'  The  two  young  men  whom  you  so  cruelly 
beat  on  the  face,  and  turned  down  stairs,  are 
your  nephews  from  Copenhagen ;  and  I  am 
only  sorry  that  they've  been  so  ill  treated  by 
one  whom  they  came  so  far  to  visit.  But  I 
take  the  blame  of  all  the  mischief  which  has 
arisen  from  this  plot,  entirely  on  myself,  as  a 
piece  of  retribution  for  the  part  which  you  and 
your  daughters  once  took  in  fabricating  a  letter 
to  get  me  out  of  the  way,  that  you  might  give 
an  expensive  ball  and  supper  to  fifty  persons 
whom  you  had  invited,  without  my  knowledge 
or  consent." 

This  explanation  soon  restored  the  good 
humour  of  the  company ;  all  of  whom  were 
again  pleased  with  themselves,  while  they  all 
gave  the  doctor  great  credit  for  his  ingenuity. 

Matters  being  thus  amicably  settled,  it  was 
now  agreed  that  James  and  Riazo  should  re- 
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turn  to  Madrid  with  the  ladies,  who  received 
an  equal  share  of  applause  for  their  intrepidity 
in  finding  the  lost  travellers. 

"  For  foreign  glory,  foreign  joy,  they  roam  ; 
Now  turn  their  thoughts  to  happiness  at  home. 
But  wisdom's  triumph  is  well-timed  retreat, 
As  hard  a  science  to  the  fair  as  great !" — Pope. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  whole  party  arrived  next  day  at  Madrid, 
amidst  the  congratulations  of  Don  Lamando 
and  of  all  their  friends,  who  had  been  much 
alarmed  about  their  safety.  They  now  began 
to  prepare  for  their  return  to  Carvanty  ;  and, 
as  Lamando  had  agreed  to  accompany  them, 
he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  act  with  regard  to 
his  musical  and  dancing  parties  during  his 
absence.  Aware  that  common  politeness  re- 
quired him  to  give  them  notice  of  his  intend- 
ed excursion,  he  knew  not  what  would  be  the 
best  and  most  proper  method  for  this  purpose. 
He  at  first  thought  of  announcing  it  by  set- 
ting the  drum  through  the  town  ;  but  this, 
he  perceived,  would  be  making  too  much 
noise  about  such  a  trifle  ;  besides,  that  drums 
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beating  in  this  way  are  never  heard  by 
grandees,  who  are  seldom  out  of  their  draw- 
ing-room or  carriage ;  so  that  intimation  of 
his  purpose  could  not  be  given  by  beat  of 
drum.  Neither  was  it  the  proper  mode  of 
communicating  such  important  intelligence, 
as  the  drum  is  used  only  in  intimating  that 
something  has  been  lost  or  found ;  or  that 
there  is  to  be  sold  by  auction,  within  Pioseo- 
doister,  a  large  assortment  of  household-fur- 
niture, consisting  of  bedsteads,  feather-beds, 
sheets,  and  blankets;  a  complete  set  of  kit- 
chen-furniture; an  eight-day  clock;  a  chest 
of  drawers ;  several  sets  of  china,  &c. 

Lamando  thought  of  various  other  ways  to 
give  his  friends  notice  of  his  intended  depart- 
ure, without  approving,  however,  of  any  of 
them ;  for,  should  he  announce  it  in  the 
Madrid  Gazette,  this  would  be  making  his 
parties  too  public;  should  he  send  round 
printed  notices,  these  would  have  nearly  the 
same  effect ;  should  he  place  a  man  with  a 
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flambeau  to  mention  it  at  his  outer-door,  he 
might  thereby  collect  a  mob  ;  should  he  paste 
the  notice  on  the  door  itself,  it  might  be  torn 
off;  and  should  he  shut  up  the  house,  people 
might  think  that  he  had  fled  for  debt. 

Lamando  jumbled  his  brains  at  such  a  rate 
about  this  piece  of  ceremony,  that  he  very 
much  resembled  the  tailor,  who,  on  taking 
home  a  coat  which  was  too  long  for  the  wearer, 
said  that  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  it ; 
for  it  would  be  disfigured  by  having  a  piece 
added  to  it ;  and  equally  disfigured  by  hav- 
ing a  piece  cut  off*  its  tail.  Having  thus 
puzzled  himself  to  no  purpose,  he  at  last  re- 
solved to  consult  James,  and  be  guided  by  his 
opinion. 

James's  advice  was,  that  when  the  company 
came  at  the  usual  hour,  his  son  and  daughter 
should  tell  them  what  had  happened,  and  in- 
vite them  to  continue  their  visits  during  their 
father's  absence. 

Lamando  wondered  at  James's  penetration ; 
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and  was  a  good  deal  surprised  that  the  same 
plan  had  not  occurred  to  himself;  but  his  mind 
had  been  so  much  perplexed,  as  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  suggesting  any  rational  expedient  to 
serve  his  purpose. 

Matters  being  now  settled  for  Lamando's 
departure  with  Riazo,  the  latter  hired  a  ca- 
briolet, and  set  off  with  his  party  next  morn- 
ing, at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour.  They 
soon  found  it  impossible,  however,  to  reach 
the  end  of  their  journey  that  day,  and  James 
mentioned  an  excellent  inn  where  they  might 
remain  all  night,  as  it  was  one  where  he  had 
formerly  put  up,  the  landlady  of  which  he 
had  taught  to  boil  an  egg  without  looking  at 
either  clock  or  watch.  He  also  told  them  of 
two  strange  persons,  of  the  name  of  Arundal, 
he  had  met  with  there  ;  one  of  whom  recounted 
along  story  of  a  journey  he  had  made  to  Bar- 
celona, the  streets  of  which  he  believed  to  be 
paved  with  gold.  This  account  very  much 
astonished  Donna  Riazo  and  her  sister,  who. 
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as  they  had  some  hours  to  spare,  requested 
James  to  give  them  a  detail  of  ArundaPs  ex- 
pedition to  the  Gold  Coast.  As  it  was  a  sin- 
gular adventure,  and  made  a  deep  impression 
on  James"*  mind,  he  easily  recollected  every 
circumstance,  and  recited  the  story  already 
recorded  in  this  narrative.  The  company 
thought  that  there- was  nothing  extraordinary 
in  ArundaPs  not  finding  gold  where  it  never 
existed  ;  but  they  were  much  astonished  at  his 
relinquishing  the  lucrative  profession  of  a 
banker  for  the  humble  occupation  of  a  stable- 
boy.  James  now  asked  what  they  thought  of 
their  own  expedition  to  Doctor  Fiscari's ;  on 
which  they  all  agreed,  that,  were  it  dressed 
up  in  a  theatrical  style,  it  would  be  no  small 
acquisition  to  the  stage  in  the  shape  of  a  farce. 
As  it  was  now  six  o'clock,  the  gentlemen 
began  to  weary  for  dinner  ;  and,  looking  into 
the  kitchen,  observed  a  couple  of  hens  at  the 
fire, — a  dish  that  was  always  prepared  at  this 
inn  for  strangers  of  the  better  sort.     On  in- 
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quiring  at  the  landlord  whether  they  could 
find  accommodation  for  the  night,  he  told 
them  that  no  suit  of  rooms  in  his  house  was 
sufficiently  large  for  that  purpose,  except  one, 
which  was  occupied  by  a  person  of  whom  he 
knew  nothing  more  than  that  he  would 
not  be  easily  displaced,  as  he  appeared  to 
have  as  much  shrewdness  as  to  protect  his 
own  privileges. 

James  endeavoured  to  discover  who  he 
was,  and  for  that  purpose  applied  to  the 
hostler ;  but  all  that  he  knew  was,  that  the 
gentleman  had  a  one-horse  chaise,  that  he 
was  in  the  dress  of  a  quaker,  and  that 
the  waiter  and  he  had  carried  up  a  leathern 
bag  to  his  room.  James  examined  the  chaise, 
which,  from  having  no  covering,  and  from  its 
wooden  shafts  that  served  for  springs,  he 
found  to  be  that  of  a  commercial  traveller. 
He  was  glad  of  having  made  such  a  discovery, 
since  persons  of  that  description  are  generally 
well-informed,  accomplished,  and  polite;    so 
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that  he  anticipated  some  entertainment  from 
this  unknown  stranger.  But  he  knew  not  how 
to  be  introduced  to  him,  or  how  he  could 
prevail  on  him  to  leave  the  company  of  a 
set  of  low  people  assembled  at  the  inn,  who, 
by  their  noisy  and  blustering  manner,  seemed 
as  if  they  would  not  have  yielded  in  any  point 
even  to  grandees  themselves. 

As  James  was  now  dressed  in  a  fashionable 
style,  he  did  not  choose  to  enter  the  kitchen 
where  the  company  were  sitting,  to  invite  the 
traveller  to  quit  their  society,  and  therefore  he 
requested  the  landlord  to  do  so  ;  but  mine 
host  said,  that  he  could  not  interfere  with  any 
of  the  company,  as  they  had  frequented  his 
house  for  several  years;  and  that,  as  there 
were  two  other  houses  on  the  road,  they  might, 
from  being  birds  of  passage,  fly  off  to  them, 
should  he  give  the  smallest  cause  of  offence. 
James  allowed  the  propriety  of  the  landlord's 
observations,  and,  being  possessed  of  a  fertile 


72    THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

imagination,  thought  of  an  expedient,  which, 
though  it  did  not  displace  the  traveller,  at 
least  answered  the  same  purpose. 

The  traveller  being  one  of  the  sect  called 
quakers,  who  have  a  great  respect  for  their 
brethren  wherever  they  meet,  James  unlocked 
his  trunk,  which  he  had  put  into  a  small 
closet  off  the  kitchen,  and,  throwing  off  his 
grandee-dress,  put  on  that  of  a  quaker.  The 
stranger  having  now  repaired  to  his  room, 
James  followed  him,  and  rapped  gently  at 
the  door  ;  on  which  the  latter  asked, — 

"  Who  is  there  ?" 

"  A  friend,"  answered  the  former. 

"  Come  in  then,'"'  said  the  traveller. 

James  had  no  sooner  opened  the  door,  than 
the  stranger,  on  seeing  a  brother,  ran  and  I 
embraced  him  with  such  impetuosity  as  toi 
throw  James  flat  upon  his  back  ;  while  his> 
head,  in  falling,  came  bouncing  against  a  ma- 
hogany sideboard,  and  overturned  a  pile  off 
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china,  which  was  broken  to  pieces.  The  noise 
of  this  accident  very  much  alarmed  the  land- 
lord, who  flew  up  stairs  to  see  what  had  hap- 
pened ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  whole 
party  found  their  way  into  the  room.  James's 
head  was  severely  cut,  and  the  blood  flowed 
from  it  profusely  ;  his  nose  also  fell  a-bleeding, 
and  gushed  out  at  such  a  rate  as  endangered 
the  purity  of  his  religious  habit.  Donna 
Riazo  called  for  cold  water,  and  her  sister  for 
warm  ;  while  Gorilla  cried  out, — 

"  Has  nobody  a  cold  key  to  apply  to  the 
back  of  his  neck  ?'' 

Don  Riazo  demanded  if  there  was  not 
a  surgeon  to  be  had,  who  might  stop  the 
bleeding.  The  quaker  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised at  such  an  uproar ;  and,  requesting  si- 
lence, addressed  James,  who  pretended  to  be 
very  ill,  in  the  following  words : — 

''  Brother  in  distress,  thy  misfortune  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  me,  and  thou  shalt  have  all 

VOL.   IV.  ]) 
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the  assistance  which  I  and  my  friends  can 
give  thee." 

''  Generous  brother!^"'  cried  James,  "  thy 
attention  I  appreciate  equally  with  thyself; 
and,  if  thou  wilt  grant  me  the  liberty  of  an 
explanation,  I  would  say,  that  thyself  should 
be  changed  into  myself;  so  that  not  thyself 
but  myself  have  been  the  cause  of  the  acci- 
dent." 

"  Is  there,  good  Christians,"  replied  the 
quaker,  "  any  thing  wherein  I  can  oblige  thy 
friend  ?  Ye  may  command  it  even  to  the  half 
of  all  which  I  possess." 

"  Hold  !"  cried  James ;  "  these  words  thou 
should'st  not  have  uttered ;  I  covet  no  man's 
money,  horse,  chaise,  or  saddle-bags,  nor  any 
goods  which  are  thine ;  may'st  thou  be  long 
happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  them." 

"  What,  then  !"  answered  the  stranger,  "  is 
there  any  obligation  I  can  possibly  render 
thee,  since  thou  art  a  brother  of  affliction  .?" 

"  Brother  of  affliction!"  cried  James,  highly 
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irritated  ;  "  I  am  no  brother  of  affliction  ;  I 
am  a  single  man." 

"  And  what,  pray,"  rejoined  the  quaker, 
"  dost  thou  mean  by  saying  thou  art  not  a 
brother  of  affliction,  seeing  that  thy  head  has 
been  damaged,  and  thy  nose  gusheth  out 
blood  hke  the  waters  of  Horeb  ?" 

"  In  that  respect,"  answered  James,  "  I 
may  be  a  brother  of  affliction  ;  but,  in  that 
distant  country  whence  I  have  come,  a  married 
man  goes  by  the  name  and  appellation  of  a 
brother  of  affliction." 

Don  Riazo  here  interrupted  the  discussion, 
by  declaring  that  he  never  heard  of  such  an 
appellation  ;  that  he  was  a  married  man,  and 
found  himself  happier  than  ever  he  was  be- 
fore ;  that  a  brother  of  affliction  was  more 
applicable  to  a  selfish,  whining,  unfeeling  ba- 
chelor, who  cares  nothing  for  any  one  but 
himself;  and  that  the  married  state  is  the 
happiest  for  mankind  and  womankind  too. 

"  That  may  be,"  said  James ;  "  but  how 
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few  are  there  in  your  situation ;  if  you  find 
one  married  couple  happy  out  of  ten,  you 
will  have  a  very  good  average/' 

"  I  am  very  much  surprised,*"  indeed,  said 
Donna  Riazo,  "  to  hear  such  an  argument.'"* 

"  I  am  much  of  thy  mind,"  said  the 
quaker ;  "  but,"  continued  he,  addressing 
James,  "  I  have  yet  to  learn  what  farther 
service  I  can  do  thee  ?" 

"  Know,  then,"  said  James,  "  that  we  have 
lately  arrived  at  this  inn,  famous  over  the 
whole  province  for  good  beds ;  but,  alas ! 
there  is  no  room  for  our  accommodation. 
Behold,  before  your  eyes,  these  three  signers, 
and  these  two  signoras,  who,  with  myself,  so- 
journ here  at  present,  without  having  a  place 
to  put  our  heads  into,  excepting  a  low  and 
damp  kitchen,  whose  floor  is  most  maliciously 
and  wickedly  covered  with  yellow  sand,  which, 
from  the  radiant  heat  of  the  fire,  throweth 
out  an  offensive  smell,  destructive  to  health, 
and  pernicious  to   these  ladies,   whose  finer 
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feelings  are  unable  to  withstand  its  effects. 
Now,  if  thou,  beholding  our  miserable  condi- 
tion, would'st  take  it  into  thy  consideration, 
and  give  us  liberty  to  sit  at  this  table,  and  at 
that  fire,  thou  wilt  thereby  show  unto  us 
Christian  charity." 

This  speech  of  James  had  the  desired  ef- 
fect ;  for  the  traveller  told  the  whole  party 
that  it  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to 
have  their  company ;  although  there  was  one 
thing  which  he  must  mention — that  a  gentle- 
man accompanied  him  who  might  perhaps  be 
unwilling  to  retire  from  the  room  along  with 
himself. 

"  As  to  your  retiring,"  said  Riazo,  "  we 
cannot  hear  of  it  ;  and  therefore  not  only 
yourself,  but  your  friend  also,  must  remain, 
since  we  are  indebted  to  you  both  for  this  ac- 
commodation, without  which  we  must  have 
been  satisfied  with  remaining  all  night  at  the 
kitchen  fire." 

After  this  conversation,  the  dinner  appeared, 
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consisting  of  the  roasted  fowls  which  they  saw 
preparing,  and  some  other  substantial  dishes  ; 
after  which  wine  and  fruit  were  produced,, 
and  they  were  now  as  comfortable  as  they 
could  desire. 

At  this  time  the  room  door  opened, 
and  the  quaker's  friend  entered.  He  was  a 
tall,  elegant,  well-made  man,  a  Biscayan, 
who  had  settled  in  Barcelona,  as  traveller 
for  a  company  styled  general  merchants. 
As  soon  as  he  had  opened  the  door,  and 
seen  the  company,  he  immediately  withdrew ; 
but,  being  loudly  called  back,  he  again 
entered,  and,  bowing  respectfully,  took  his 
seat  beside  his  friend  the  quaker.  He  was 
no  sooner  seated  however  than  he  rose  up, 
(so  great  is  the  power  of  habit,)  and,  putting 
his  hand  into  his  pocket,  and  pulling  out 
some  cards  of  address,  he  presented  one  to 
each  of  the  company,  while  he  rung  the  fol- 
lowing chime  to  the  whole  in  succession  :— 
"  Give  me  leave  to  hand  you  a  card  of  the 
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gentlemen  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent,— Tarra,  Gonavi,  Rooka,  and  Company, 
of  the  city  of  Barcelona,— one  of  the  first 
houses  in  Spain,  who  do  more  business  than 
all  the  merchants  in  Catalonia  or  Arragon, 
and  who  will  be  most  happy  to  receive  your 
commands  by  Sibo  Elvina  their  traveller,  who 
has  now  the  honour  to  wait  upon  you." 

In  reply  to  this  explanation,  James  told  him 
that,  in  this  narrow  room  wherein  they  now 
sat,  he  and  that  gentleman,  (pointing  to  the 
musician  of  Logrona,)  had  some  time  since 
met  with  two  cavaliers,  who  told  them  that 
the  streets  of  Barcelona  were  paved  with  gold, 
and  that  they  had  gone  thither  to  get  a  share 
of  it ;  but,  instead  of  gold,  they  had  seen  no- 
thing but  mud  and  ashes.  At  this  recital  the 
quaker  laughed  heartily,  not  doubting  that 
James  was  amusing  himself  at  the  expense  of 
his  companion,  as  he  had  represented  his 
house  to  be  so  famous, — a  very  common 
practice  among  commercial  travellers,  as  they 
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imagine  that,  by  puffing  off  the  persons  whom 
they  represent,  they  will  thereby  secure  some 
consequence  to  themselves.  Nay,  James 
carried  the  humour  of  the  joke  so  far  as  to 
think  that,  if  a  person  travelled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  spunks,  he  might  with  equal 
propriety  describe  the  spunk-makers  as  the 
very  first  house  in  that  hne. 

The  wine  now  went  merrily  round  ;  and 
James  seeing  a  good  deal  of  drollery  in  the 
quaker's  companion,  asked  him  several  ques- 
tions respecting  his  travels  in  the  southern 
and  eastern  provinces;  adding,  that  there 
must  be  something  in  his  history  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest,  and  that,  as  they  had 
no  way  of  amusing  themselves  at  present,  it 
would  be  an  agreeable  relaxation,  if  he  would 
favour  them  with  its  recital.  The  traveller 
however  assured  them  that  there  was  nothing 
in  his  history  worth  relating ;  as  he  had  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  trade,  which 
was  a  subject  that  genteel  people  abhorred  ; 
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and  hence  his  history  would  be  as  uninterest- 
ing, as  if  one  should  tell  you  that  of  a  fiddler. 
Gorilla  took  the  hint,  by  saying  that  he  knew 
some  fiddlers,  whose  history  might  be  as  good 
as  that  of  many  others,  and  therefore  in- 
sisted that  he  should  tell  his  story,  be  it  what 
it  might.  Lamando,  Riazo,  and  the  ladies 
also  asked  it  as  a  favour  ; — and  the  traveller, 
being  too  polite  to  refuse  the  request  of  the 
latter,  filled  a  bumper,  and  thus  began. 


d2 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
HISTORY  OF  DON  SIBO  ELVINA. 

^'  I  WAS  born  in  the  seaport-town  of  Bilboa, 
in  the  province  of  Biscay.  My  father  was 
by  profession  a  surgeon,  and,  at  his  death, 
left  me,  an  only  child,  to  the  care  of  an  uncle 
whose  name  was  Gerez  Elvina.  My  uncle 
was  a  very  poor  man  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
the  worse  of  himself  for  his  needy  circum- 
stances, as  he  was  wont  to  say  that  poverty 
is  no  crime ;  although  to  be  poor,  and  to  seem 
poor,  were  the  very  mischief.  In  order  there- 
fore to  preserve  his  credit,  he  always  dressed 
well,  and  assumed  an  air  of  importance,  which 
had  no  small  effect  in  securing  the  estimation 
of  others,  but  also  in  fostering  the  good  opi- 
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nion  he  entertained  of  himself.  He  had  a  more 
than  ordinary  share  of  vanity,  and  was  con- 
stantly speaking  of  his  own  merits,  as  if  he 
thought  himself  a  great  man,  and  conceived 
that  others  should  think  him  so  too.  His 
temper,  which  was  naturally  irritable,  daily 
became  worse  by  the  embarrassments  of  trade ; 
and  he  was  so  opinionative  as  to  bear  no  con- 
tradiction. 

"  From  what  I  have  told  you  of  my  uncle's 
temper  and  circumstances,  you'll  perhaps  be 
surprised  when  I  tell  you  of  his  profession  ;— 
he  was  a  dealer  in  every  thing,  from  an  ounce 
of  snuff  and  tobacco  to  a  full  assortment  of 
silks  and  satins.  His  shop  might  more  pro- 
perly have  been  called  a  bazaar,  or  large  ware- 
house, as  its  contents  formed  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  weaver,  the  glass  and  china  mer- 
chant, the  tin-plate  worker,  the  bookseller, 
grocer,  saddler,  ironmonger,  and  tobacconist, 
besides  a  thousand  other  indescribable  articles 
of  trade  and  manufacture.  His  house  formed 
the  back  part  of  the  warehouse,  where  he  re- 
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sided  to  prevent  fire  or  robbery, — things  very 
common  in  Spain  and  other  places ;  and  so 
well  did  he  look  after  matters,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  any  to  have  robbed  him,  even 
had  they  been  so  inclined.  The  numerous  calls 
made  upon  him  by  travellers  like  myself  were 
not  a  little  singular,  and  afforded  me  a  sub- 
ject of  constant  entertainment.  Not  a  week 
passed,  but  my  uncle  had  a  call  from  some 
traveller  or  another,  who  came  dashing  up  to 
his  door,  with  a  one-horse  chaise,  and  a  White 
coat  widely  displayed  from  behind  it. 

"  It  was  curious  to  observe  the  affected  ci- 
vilities that  passed  betwixt  these  foppish  ca- 
valiers and  my  grave-looking  uncle,  who  was 
a  thin,  sharp-faced  man,  and  wore  spectacles, 
that  were  never  off  his  head  ;  (for,  when  they 
were  not  on  his  nose,  they  were  on  his  brow,) 
besides  having  always  a  well-powdered  head, 
that  added  much  to  his  assumed  dignity.  My 
uncle  was  a  most  industrious  man  ;  for  he 
rose  with  the  sun,  and,  after  attending  his 
shop  all  day,  he  made  up  all  his  accounts  at 
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night ;   so  that,  by  constant  employment,  he 
never  knew  the  misery  of  idleness. 

''  If  labour  and  perseverance  could  have 
made  a  fortune,  my  uncle  was  surely  well 
entitled  to  it;  but,  in  spite  of  all  his  exer- 
tions, he  still  remained  poor ;  although  he 
did  not  choose  to  renounce  his  trade,  since 
he  easily  foresaw,  that  by  so  doing,  he  would 
forfeit  all  the  pleasures  of  activity,  and  die  of 
ennui  as  well  as  poverty.  In  this  manner  did 
my  uncle  live  at  the  time  I  am  speaking  of; 
deriving  his  greatest  satisfaction  from  showing 
travellers  and  others  who  called  upon  him  his 
extensive  premises,  and  receiving  in  return 
the  complimentary  remark,  that  "  he  had  the 
most  extraordinary  collection  of  articles  that 
they  had  ever  seen.'"*  On  hearing  this,  he  was 
wont  to  observe,  that  what  they  had  seen  was 
nothing  to  what  they  had  not  seen ;  then, 
opening  a  side-door,  he  exhibited  as  many 
swords,  guns,  spades,  fishing-rods,  saddles, 
bridles,  trappings,  lanterns,  carpets,  hats, 
fiddles,  &c.  as  would  have  loaded  a  ship.    By 
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thus  dealing  in  all  sorts  of  articles,  and  buy- 
ing  up  every  thing  he  could  meet  with,  my 
uncle  began  to  think  himself  rich ;  and,  as 
other  people  thought  him  so  too,  he  availed 
himself  of  this  circumstance  to  increase  his 
reputation  and  his  stock.  Accordingly  he 
never  allowed  a  traveller  to  depart  without 
giving  an  order  for  a  thh'd  more  of  different 
kinds  of  goods  than  was  really  wanted  ;  while 
the  travellers  (never  behind  in  that  respect,) 
added  another  Jburth  part ;  so  that,  if  there 
be  any  truth  in  arithmetic,  his  order  was  at 
least  generally  doubled. 

"  I  recollect  a  traveller  who  called  one 
day  in  boots,  and  who  wore  a  large  dread- 
nought coat ; — so,  approaching  my  uncle,  and 
assuming  an  air  of  importance,  he  came  across 
his  shoulders  with  a  whip,  and  thus  accosted 
him  : — '  Old  boy,  had-a-da  ?  I've  had  in  this 
here  town  some  andsome  borders; — What 
say  you,  hold  one  ? — Will  you  go  round,  and 
take  the  hair  upon  the  ill  ?  When  I  get  my 
two  bottles  of  port  on  board,  my  highdeurs 
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float  spontaneous  like  the  hambient  hair/ — 
The  fellow  continued  to  utter  this  and  such 
like  stuff  with  so  much  effrontery,  as  made 
my  uncle,  in  spite  of  the  irritation  he  was  in, 
stare  at  him  with  wonder,  while  he  held  up 
his  ledger  with  both  his  hands,  as  if  to  indi- 
cate that  he  had  given  far  too  many  orders 
already  to  such  like  coxcombs. 

"  These  calls  and  orders  continued  with- 
out interruption,  till  the  payments  became 
due,  when  there  was  a  sad  change  in 
the  state  of  my  uncle's  affairs;  for,  as 
every  body  trusted  him,  so  he  trusted 
every  body,  and  had  little  or  nothing  with 
which  to  pay  his  creditors.  The  travellers  to 
whom  he  had  given  orders  now  called  one 
after  another  to  demand  payment  for  their 
masters'  goods  ; — and  I  recollect  having  seen 
five  of  them  one  day,  who  all  drove  up  in 
their  chaises  and  white  great-coats,  wanting  to 
have  settlements. 

"  The  first  entered,  and  said,  '  I  have  the 
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honour  to  represent  the  great  house  of  Vally 
Perino,  at  Madrid,  for  which  I  travel ;  you 
know  the  respectability  of  the  house ;  we  do  a 
great  deal  of  business ;  ours  is,  without  ex- 
ception, the  first  house  in  Spain.' — '  I  know 
that,'  said  my  uncle  ;  '  but  what  may  be  your 
concern  with  me .?'— '  Nothing  in  particular,' 
said  the  traveller,  while  he  drew  from  his 
pocket-book  a  small  piece  of  paper,  with  my 
uncle's  name  at  the  top;  '  To  goods  152 
moidores.' — '  Very  well,'  said  he  to  the  tra- 
veller, '  next  journey  let  me  see  you,  and  we 
shall  settle  the  bill ;'  while,  at  the  same  time, 
he  put  into  his  hand  another  order  for  an  ad- 
ditional quantity  of  goods.  Having  pocketed 
the  order,  the  traveller  exclaimed, — '  A  good 
house ;  your  order  shall  be  executed.'  Then, 
taking  up  his  whip,  which  he  had  laid  on  the 
table,  and  saying  that  he  should  see  him  in 
three  months,  he  immediately  drove  off. 

''  This  traveller  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  the 
next  in  turn  drove  up,  one  after  another,  like  a 
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string  of  hackney-coaches;  and,  as  they  entered, 
my  uncle  was  astonished  at  such  a  numerous  as- 
sembly of  his  creditors.  He  knew  not  at  first 
what  to  do,  or  what  to  say ;  but  soon  resolv- 
ed to  treat  the  whole  of  them  as  he  had  treat- 
ed the  first,  seeing  his  house  was  respectable 
and  his  credit  established. 

The  first  that  appeared  shook  my  uncle 
by  the  hand  with  unusual  kindness,  and 
thus  addressed  him :  '  I  come,  signor,  as 
the  representative  of  Drabert,  Solan,  Bitsor, 
Coller,  Bramply,  and  Company,  of  Madrid, 
whose  house  you  may  have  heard  some- 
thing of,  as  it  is  by  far  the  first  house  in 
the  city.'  My  uncle  eyed  him  from  head  to 
foot ;  and,  raising  his  glasses  from  his  nose, 
replied,  '  I  do  not  understand  for  what  house 
you  travel,  since  a  gentleman  who  has  just 
left  me  alleged  that  he  travelled  for  the  first 
house  in  Madrid, — how  then  can  yours  be  the 
first  also  .'*' — '  To  what  house,  pray,  did  he 
say  that  he  belongs  T  inquired  the  traveller. 
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'  To  the  house  of  Vally  Perino,  of  which  you 
must  have  often  heard,'  returned  my  uncle. 
'  Heard !'  cried  the  astonished  traveller;  '  there 
is  not  such  a  house  in  all  Madrid.'^ — '  Mercy 
on  us !'  cried  my  uncle ;  '  he  told  me  that  it  was 
the  first  house ;  and  now,  sir,  what  am  I  to 
think,  when  all  of  you  regularly  say,-  that  your 
houses  are  the  first  and  the  greatest  in  any 
place  ?  This  circumstance  is  so  inexplicable, 
that  I  cannot  account  for  it,  unless  by  sup- 
posing either  that  you  all  belong  to  the  same 
house,  or  that  you  are  all  a  set  of  knaves  and 
liars.'  Having  so  said,  my  uncle,  to  get  rid 
of  this  fellow,  gave  him  an  extensive  order, 
which  he  agreed  to  execute  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, and  then  withdrew. 

"  A  third  then  drove  up,  who  said  that  he 
travelled  for  three  houses, — for  the  great 
house  of  Cavers,  Shyly,  and  Company,  of 
Madrid ;  of  J.  J.  Knapp  and  Company,  of 
Barcelona ;  and  of  Percy  Zambullo,  of 
Murcia ;    and  thus  addressed  my  uncle,  in 
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a  courteous  manner : — *  May  I  have  the  ho- 
nour, signor,  of  presenting  you  with  cards  of 
the  houses  for  which  I  travel  ?  I  assure  you 
they  are  of  the  very  first  class  in  Spain.' — 
'  What  do  you  mean?'  inquired  my  uncle, 
pulling  down  his  glasses  upon  his  nose ;  '  I 
have  just  now  had  a  call  from  two  or  three 
travellers,  all  of  whom  tell  me  that  their  houses 
are  the  first  in  the  kingdom  ;  how  then  can  I 
be  sure  that  i/ours  is  any  better  than  theirs  ?' 
**  This  traveller,  who  appeared  to  be  a  dandy, 
here  attempted  to  make  himself  big,  by  throw- 
ing back  his  head,  and  saying,  '  I  can  assure 
you  that  the  houses  which  I  represent  are  the 
very  first  in  their  difierent  lines.  But  pray,' 
continued  he,'  what  were  the  houses  to  which 
the  travellers  you  mentioned  belong.^' — *  They 
are,'  replied  my  uncle,  '  those  of  Vally  Perino, 
and  of  Drabert,  Solan,  Bitsor,  Coller,  Bramply, 
and  Company.'  The  traveller  here  again  threw 
himself  back  in  his  gig,  when  off  fell  his  hat, 
to  the  no  small  amusement  of  those  who  passed 
along;   but,  on  recovering  it,  he  thus  pro- 
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ceeded  : — '  Vally  Perino  ?  let  me  see,  there's 
certainly  a  house  of  that  name  ;  yes,  IVe  heard 
of  them ;  but,  if  my  information  be  correct, 
they  do  not  stand  A.  I."* — '  That''s  strange,"*  re- 
plied my  uncle,  'as  the  traveller  told  me  his  was 
the  first  house  in  Madrid,  and  so  yours  must 
be  the  second.  But  pray,  what's  your  opinion 
of  Drabert'*s  house  ?' — '  Drabert's,'  answered 
the  traveller,  '  is  an  established,  old-fashioned 
house;  but  the  company  do  very  little  busi- 
ness, as  their  firm  goes  by  a  peculiar  name.' 
— '  Peculiar  name  !'  cried  my  uncle ;  '  what 
is  that  but  the  respectable  one  of  Drabert,  So- 
lan, Bitsor,Coller,  Bramply,  and  Company  ?' — 
'  Not  at  all,'  replied  the  traveller  ;  '  they  go 
by  the  firm  of  the  old  Women^  as  they  have 
no  spirit  for  trade,  so  that  any  traveller  they 
may  have  (if  indeed  they  have  one),  should 
just  go  by  the  name  of  the  old  Wives'  tra- 
veller.*— '  That's  singular,'  rejoined  my  uncle ; 
'  and  I  find  that  you  are  all  a  set  of  impostors.' 
"  In  this  way  did  my  uncle  amuse  himself 
with  these  travellers,  whom  he  treated  in  the 
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way  they  deserved ;  although  he  did  not  always 
continue  to  give  them  orders,  from  some  de- 
mands coming  upon  him  which  he  was  unable 
to  pay. 

"  In  a  short  time,  the  travellers  became  more 
troublesome  than  they  had  hitherto  been ; 
for,  as  my  uncle  was  sitting  one  day  with  his 
friends,  and  looking  through  the  shop-window, 
he  saw  a  traveller,  who  had  just  arrived,  ad- 
vancing towards  him,  and  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised at  the  following  address  : — '  May  I 
have  tne  honour  of  tendering  to  you  an  in- 
voice of  goods  with  which  our  house  has  fur- 
nished you,  viz. — First  journey.  No  1052, 
September  10th  &  23d. — and  invoice,  second 
journey,  No  1427,  August  24.  I  hope,  sir, 
the  goods  gave  satisfaction  ;  as  no  house  out 
of  the  capital  can  furnish  you  with  articles 
equal  to  them  either  in  price  or  quality.' 

"  '  My  dear  sir,"*  replied  my  uncle,  '  I  am  not 
only  pleased  with  your  goods,  but  proud  to 

acknowledge  it; — your  bill,   sir,   is  at  your 
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credit.'  Then  producing  a  ledger  which  he 
could  hardly  carry,  and  presenting  it  to  the 
traveller,  he  said,  '  You  see  here,  sir,  that 
those  goods  are  at  your  credit,  and  consequent- 
ly at  my  debit.  I  keep  all  my  books  by  double- 
entry,  so  that  the  moment  I  receive  an  invoice, 
I  enter,  '  Goods  Debtor,'  I  then  <  debit  Cash' 
for  what  money  is  drawn,  once  a-week,  the 
posting  of  which  is  guided  by  the  folio ;  and 
consequently  I  credit  the  goods.  When  I  pay 
money  (here  he  whispered  to  himself,— 
'  which  I  never  do,'') — in  that  case  I  credit 
cash,  by  saying,  '  By  Goods ;'  consequently 
goods  fall  to  be  debtor  to  cash ;  and  when  I  pay 
a  month's  charges,  I  credit  cash  by  charges,  and 
then  I  debit  charges  to  cash,  and  find  that, 
when  I  balance  my  books,  every  thing  is  put 
down  to  the  debit  of  charges,  and  nothing  to  its 
credit.  I  therefore  credit  it  by  profit  and  loss ; 
then  profit  and  loss  becomes  debtor.  I  find  also, 
by  my  books,  that  on  the  debtor-side  of  any 
article  which  I  may  have  in  my  ledger,  under 
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the  title  of  household-expenses,  there  is  no- 
thing on  the  credit-side,  and  therefore  I  again 
debit  profit  and  loss ;  and  in  this  case  it  be- 
comes debtor  to  an  enormous  amount;  but 
not  creditor  by  a  single  article. 

"  This,  I  am  afraid,  cannot  last  long ;  for,  if 
it  did,  I  and  all  my  valuable  stock  must  be  in 
the  Gazette,  as  I  find  that,  by  summing  up  my 
account  of  goods,  the  balance  is  entirely  on  the 
debtor-side  ;  although  I  find  that,  in  taking  an 
account  of  stock,  I  have  a  large  quantity  on 
hand,  and  consequently  say, — '  Goods,  NA, 
debtor  to  goods,  OA^"*  and  that,  by  crediting 
goods,  the  balance  is  by  far  the  heaviest ;  so, 
in  order  to  make  them  even,  I  debit  goods  to 
profit  and  loss,  and  thus  profit  and  loss  be- 
comes at  last  a  creditor.  I  then  sum  up  the 
whole  of  my  accounts,  and  say  to  stock ;  the 
amount  of  these,  after  paying,  all  expenses,  is 
the  total  of  my  profits  for  the  year.  Thus 
it  is  that  these  sums  add  yearly  to  my 
wealth,  which  I  find  is  very  much  upon  the 
increase.' 
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"  The  traveller  listened  with  attention  to  this 
long  lecture  on  book-keeping ;  but  observed 
that,  as  this  had  been  his  third  journey  to 
have  a  settlement  in  the  shape  of  money,  he 
must  now  positively  insist  upon  it.  Then, 
collecting  all  his  accounts  due  by  my  uncle, 
he  said, — '  Here,  Don  Gerez  Elvina,  I  pre- 
sent you  with  three  notes,  containing  bills  to 
the  amount  of  375  moidores,  or  2968  Spanish 
dollars,  and  I'll  thank  you  for  the  money.' 
"  Such  a  demand  rather  astonished  my  uncle, 
who,  starting  back,  and  holding  up  the  ledger 
the  best  Avay  he  could,  exclaimed, — '  Money  ! 
I  have  no  money  ;  this  book  contains  the  name 
and  designation  of  all  my  numerous  customers, 
who  owe  me  twenty  times  the  sum  that  I  owe 
you.' — '  And  what  have  I  to  do  with  that  ?' 
said  the  traveller  ;  '  it  does  not  concern  me  who 
owes  you  money;  I  wait  upon  you  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Don  Listano  and  Company,  of  the 
city  of  Toledo,  famed  over  all  Spain  for  the 
manufacture  of  sword-blades,  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  Andrew  Ferraras,    and  various 
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articles  in  the  hardware  hne.' — Having  said 
this,  he  again  took  out  his  pocket-book,  and 
continued : — '  I  also  wait  upon  you  for  the 
settlement  of  a  bill  due  by  you  to  Zero  Sidra 
and  Company,  fan  and  umbrella  manufactu- 
rers in  the  city  of  Alcaro,  who  made  a  fan  for 
the  Empress  of  China,  and  an  umbrella  for 
the  great  Duke  of  Tuscany ;  for  which  they 
received  royal  letters  patent.  Their  note  of 
your  account  I  have  here  added  to  the  others, 
as  I  regulate  my  entries  according  to  their  va- 
rious dates  and  the  number  of  my  journeys."* 
The  traveller  here  held  out  his  hand  for  pay- 
ment ;  but  my  uncle  said  that  he  had  nothing 
to  give  him,  although  it  would  appear,  from 
the  books,  that  his  customers  were  all  good ; 
and,  although  he  had  no  money  at  present, 
yet,  he  added,  that  '  money  must  come  in.'' 
The  traveller,  notwithstanding  these  promis- 
ing answers,  thus  continued  : — '  I  have  also 
another  small  note  from  a  house  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, for  which  I  travel ;  it  is  merely  for 

VOL.  IV.  E 
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the  article  of  cheese.  They  are  the  first 
house  m  their  line  ; — their  connexions  with  the 
dairies  exceed  all  others  in  Spain,  France,  or 
Portugal ; — their  orders  of  late  have  been  so 
great,  that  they  are  not  able  to  execute  the 
half  of  them  ; — indeed,  to  such  an  extent  is 
their  business  carried,  that  I  have  letters 
which,  with  your  permission,  I  will  read  to 
confirm  what  I  say.' 

"  Then,  pulling  from  his  pocket  a  letter, 
he  read  as  follows  :— '  Sir,  by  the  latest  ac- 
counts from  the  dairies  of  Salvano,  where 
our  chief  purchases  are  generally  made,  we 
learn,  that  the  late  intense  heat  has  burnt 
up  all  the  grass  of  their  extensive  provinces, 
so  that  they  cannot  execute  any  orders  for 
cheeses  ;  and  therefore  we  request  that  you, 
as  our  traveller,  will  take  no  orders  for  that 
article  until  we  advise  you  to  the  contrary. 
Trusting  that  you  have  collected  all  our  out- 
standing debts,  we  are,  Sec'  '  Such  are  the 
contents  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
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this  great  house ;  and  it  is  my  opinion,  that, 
in  two  weeks  hence,  there  will  not  be  as  much 
cheese  in  all  Spain  as  will  make  a  Welsh  rab- 
bit.'— '  Mercy  on  us  !'  cried  my  uncle,  '  no 
cheese  in  Spain  !  No  balm  in  Gilead  !  What 
will  become  of  me  and  my  poor  family  ! 
Cheese  with  us  is  a  staple  article ;  and,  if  I 
do  not  keep  cheese,  I  may  shut  up  my  shop  ; 
so  that,  if  you  do  not  take  my  order  for  five 
tons  of  cheese,  my  debtors  will  refuse  to  pay 
their  bills,  as  that  is  an  article  for  which  there 
is  the  greatest  demand.' 

"  '  What !'  exclaimed  the  traveller  in  sur- 
prise, '  have  I  to  do  with  your  debtors? — 
I  come,  sir,  to  demand  the  payment  of  these 
bills,  which  have  been  too  long  due.' 

"  '  And  how,  sir,'  replied  my  uncle  in  equal 
wrath,  *  do  you  expect  that  I  can  pay  you  for 
cutlery,  swords,  umbrellas,  and  cork-screws, 
unless  you  can  furnish  me  with  the  more  ne- 
cessary article  of  cheese,  whereby  we  may 
live ;  and  unless  the  house  which  you  repre- 
sent furnish  me  with  such  a  quantity  as  will 
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keep  my  customers  alive,  and  my  shop  going  ? 
I  must  plainly  tell  you  that  I  cannot  pay  you 
any  of  the  bills  till  I  get  cheese ;  for  who,  do 
you  think,  can  live  upon  knives,  forks,  and 
spoons,  or  eat  cork-screws  ?  I  appeal  to  your- 
self, whether  my  request  be  not  reasonable 
and  proper  ?'' 

"  '  Gracious  powers  !'  exclaimed  the  travel- 
ler, '  will  you  refuse  to  pay  your  just  and  law- 
ful debts  ?' — '  I  will,'  replied  my  uncle,  '  un- 
til you  have  furnished  me  with  a  supply  of 
cheese.' — '  I  cannot,'  said  the  traveller, '  when 
there  is  no  cheese  in  Spain.' — '  Neither  is  there 
any  money  in  Spain  ;  at  least  none  of  it  ever 
comes  into  my  hands,'  replied  my  uncle.  '  Be- 
sides, sir,  what  can  a  man  do  to  earn  it  unless 
he  gets  his  dinner  ?  All  my  customers  live  on 
cheese,  and  unless  you  can  produce  it,  they 
won't  pay  their  debts,  which  are  as  bad  for  me 
as  mine  are  for  you.' — '  What !'  cried  the  en- 
raged traveller,  '  am  I,  who  represent  the  first 
houses  in  Spain,  to  have  all  my  debts  cancelled 
because  I  cannot  produce  an  article  which,  at 
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this  time,  no  money  can  purchase  ?' — '  I  can 
enter  into  no  argument  upon  the  subject,**  re- 
plied my  uncle,  '  all  that  I  say  is,  that  if  you 
and  your  bills  are  not  acceptable,  it  is  because 
you  cannot  furnish  me  with  a  supply  of  the 
article  for  which  I  have  the  greatest  demand/ 
— '  And  do  you  refuse,'  said  the  traveller,  '  to 
pay  the  demands  I  have  against  you  for  other 
houses  ?' — '  I  do,'  rephed  my  uncle  ;  '  behold, 
sir,  these  warehouses ;  and  look,  sir,'  while  he 
held  up  the  great  ledger,  '  look  at  these  debts 
due  to  me — all  good  money,  as  the  greatest 
and  wealthiest  citizens  of  the  province  are  my 
customers  ;  although,  on  looking  into  my  ac- 
counts with  the  bank,  there  is  no  money  there ; 
and,  on  looking  into  the  desk,  I  find  as  little 
there.' 

"  In  order  to  convince  the  traveller  that  a 
part  at  least  of  what  he  said  was  true,  he  took 
him  by  the  arm,  and  led  him  behind  the 
counter,  to  shew  him  an  empty  till,  at  the 
same  time  saying,  that '  money  must  come  in."* — 
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"  '  This  is  astonishing,"  cried  the  traveller, 
while  he  took  his  spy-glass  that  hung  from  his 
button-hole,  and,  viewing  my  uncle  through 
the  glass,  exclaimed, — '  What's  all  this  to  me, 
since  money  you  are  owing,  and  money  I  must 
have  ?' — '  You  shall  have  no  money,"*  replied 
my  uncle,  '  in  spite  of  your  impudence,  un- 
less you  first  take  my  order  for  three  dozen  of 
Toledos ;  ten  dozen  of  knives.  No  3 ;  the 
same  quantity  of  No  5 ;  seven  dozen  of  um- 
brellas, first  sort ;  ten  dozen  of  parasols,  first 
sore  also ;  for  you  know  as  well  as  I,  that  I 
deal  only  with  first  houses,  and,  like  them, 
keep  nothing  but  first-rate  articles.' — The 
traveller  finding  that  he  could  make  nothing 
of  my  uncle,  pretended  to  take  the  order,  and 
withdrew,  not  without  threats  of  another  visit 
soon. 

"  After  this  altercation,  my  uncle  again  join- 
ed his  friends ;  but  he  had  not  been  long  in 
their  company,  till  another  traveller  made  his 
appearance,  whose  face  had  no  small  resem- 
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blance  to  that  of  the  north-west  moon.  He 
was  wrapped  up  in  a  white  great-coat ;  and, 
although  it  was  very  warm,  had  a  black  silk 
handkerchief  which  came  up  to  his  mouth ; 
wore  glasses,  looked  big,  and  thought  him- 
self a  great  man.  Indeed  most  travellers  ge- 
nerally do  so ;  for  although  when  at  home 
they  are  extremely  modest, — refuse  to  drink 
wine  because  business  must  be  attended  to ; 
and  have  no  time  to  spare,  as  letters  from 
the  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  must  be  an- 
swered, and  preparations  for  a  long  journey 
must  be  made  ; — -yet  they  are  no  sooner  out  of 
sight  of  the  city,  or  of  the  sound  of  the  bell, 
than  they  are  at  once  transformed  into  dashing 
fellows,  before  whom  every  driver  of  a  stage- 
waggon  must  give  way ;  and  all  cabriolets  be 
drawn  to  the  right,  to  let  this  apparently 
great  man  pass  unmolested. 

On  coming  to  an  inn,  a  mercantile  tra- 
veller is  a  kind  of  deity, — all  the  waiters, 
hostlers,  and  stable-boys,  fall  prostrate  at  his 
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feet ;  although  he  does  not  value  their  pros- 
trations, but  carries  on  the  farce,  supposing 
that  they  believe  him  to  be  a  great  man  ! — 
Such  conduct  is  indeed  a  farce,  and  scarcely 
credible  ;  but  it  is  a  picture,  not  overcharged, 
of  the  vanity  and  folly  of  that  class  of  man- 
kind that  are  known  by  the  name  of  mercan- 
tile travellers. 

"  The  one  whom  I  just  mentioned  approach- 
ed my  uncle  with  all  the  dignity  of  an  eastern 
king,  and,  holding  out  his  little  finger,  thus 
accosted  him  : — '  How  are  you,  Gerez  ? — Fine 
day, — had  a  noble  ride, — came  from  Fonta- 
rabia  to  Bilboa  yesterday, — seventy  miles, — 
that's  good  riding,  my  boy,  isn''t  it  ?' — while 
he  hit  my  uncle  on  the  back  with  such  violence 
as  made  him  leap  two  feet  high.  He  then 
opened  a  pocket-book,  from  which  he  took  a 
piece  of  paper,  measuring  three  inches  by 
two,  on  which  were  these  words: — '  Don 
Gerez  Elvina,  of  the  city  of  Bilboa,  to  Mara 
Portary    and    Company,    23d    October,    to 
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Goods,  230  dollars  Spanish,  at  2  and  2 
months.'—'  That  is  an  amazing  sum  of  mo- 
ney,**  said  my  uncle. — '  Money  !'  replied  the 
traveller,  '  it  is  just  a  broom  for  a  broom- 
stick ;  we  have  orders  and  accounts  here  all 
unsettled,  a  hundred  times  larger  than  this 
trifle."* — '  Trifle  !'  said  my  uncle  '  do  you  call 
230  dollars  a  trifle  ? — I  think  it  a  world  of 
money."* — '  Then,'  said  the  traveller,  '  you 
must  be  a  fool."* — '  What !'  cried  my  uncle  in 
a  rage,  oversetting  his  oil-jars  and  japan 
blacking  bottles,  '  do  you  call  one  of  your 
best  customers  in  the  province  of  Biscay  a 
fool  ?"* — '  I  beg  pardon,"*  replied  the  traveller, 
'  these  are  merely  words  of  course.'' 

"  This  misunderstanding  being  settled,  my 
uncle  conducted  this  piece  of  pomposity  (who 
looked  more  like  a  fool  than  any  one  present) 
into  the  back-room,  where  they  dined  together. 
After  dinner,  my  uncle  told  the  traveller 
that  he  really  could  not  give  him  a  ducat  at 
present ;  and  again  shewed  his  ledger,  which 
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contained  immense  sums  due  to  him  by  all  his 
customers.  '  And  what  is  that  to  me  ?'  re- 
peated the  traveller  ;  '  if  you  give  away  other 
people's  goods,  you  ought  to  smart  for  it ;'' 
so,  taking  up  his  whip,  he  belaboured  my 
uncle  at  such  a  rate,  that  all  the  shopmen  and 
customers  were  obliged  to  interfere,  to  rescue 
him  from  the  lash  of  the  infuriated  coxcomb. 
The  fellow,  however,  took  this  opportunity 
of  telling  all  around  him,  that  my  uncle 
was  nothing  but  a  bag  of  debt ;  while  my 
uncle,  on  the  other  hand,  asserted  that  these 
debts  were  all  good,  and,  although  he  had  not 
at  present  a  single  real,  that  '  moiney  must 
come  in.'' 

"  Such  were  the  embarrassments  in  which 
my  uncle  was  involved,  and  such  were  his 
quarrels  with  mercantile  travellers,  till  they 
gradually  fell  off  calling  upon  him,  so  that  for 
a  year  before  I  left  him,  I  had  not  seen  a 
white  great-coat  on  the  back  of  a  one-horse 
vehicle ;  for,  whenever  any  of  them  appeared, 
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my  uncle  ran  for  his  large  books,  and,  hold- 
ing them  out,  exclaimed, — '  Do  you  see  that, 
sir  ?' — This  expedient  he  thought  an  ingenious 
way  to  avoid  being  dunned  for  his  debts  ;  and 
he  believed  that  he  had  in  this  way  discharged 
them  all ;  so  that  he  thought  himself,  what 
many  a  fool  not  worth  a  ducat  thinks  himself, 
a  man  of  fortune. 

"  This,  gentlemen,  was  the  singular  manner 
in  which  my  uncle  lived, — the  recital  of  which 
is  scarcely  worthy  of  your  attention,  and  which 
I  have  detailed  more  for  your  amusement  than 
your  instruction,  that  you  might  know  what 
strange  sort  of  people  there  are  in  the  world.'' 
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CHAPTER  V. 

When  the  traveller  had  finished,  James  ob- 
served that  he  had  known  many  eccentric 
characters  in  the  world ;  but  that  such  a  man 
as  had  been  now  described  he  had  never  seen 
nor  heard  of. 

"  This,"  said  the  traveller,  "  is  all  I  have 
to  inform  you  of,  except  the  conclusion  of  the 
narrative,  which  is,  that  I  procured  a  situa- 
tion as  traveller  for  a  house  in  Barcelona,  on 
whose  business  I  am  now  travelling ;  and  that, 
having  fallen  in  with  this  brother  of  the  trade, 
we  are  at  present  on  our  route  to  Talavera." 

Don  Lamando,  Riazo,  and  the  rest  of  the 
company,  assured  Signor  Elvina  that  they 
were  under  the  greatest  obligation  to  him  for 
his  story,  as  it  had  amused  them  during  the 
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long  evening,  and  as  it  was  a  singular  pic- 
ture of  human  life. 

The  quaker  would  next  have  related  his 
story,  but  for  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and 
as  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  go  to  bed.  By 
this  time  all  the  rooms  were  cleared  of  the 
various  parties  who  had  occupied  them,  the 
fires  were  put  out,  and  James's  friends  suita- 
bly accommodated  for  the  night.  The  tra- 
vellers rose  by  five  o'clock  next  morning,  and 
were  off  before  breakfast  according  to  their 
general  practice,  as  they  have  thereby  more 
time  for  doing  business  throughout  the  day. 

Riazo's  party  now  prepared  to  visit  the  vil- 
la de  Carey  after  so  long  an  absence;  and, 
as  the  post-boy,  in  passing,  learnt  that  they 
were  at  the  inn,  he  soon  spread  the  news  of 
their  arrival  through  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages, whence  it  was  communicated  even  as 
far  as  Toledo.  From  that  city,  and  from  the 
adjacent  towns,  there  were  to  be  seen  ladies 
and  gentlemen  in  every  kind  of  vehicle,  hur- 
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rying  forward  to  congratulate  Don  Riazo  and 
his  friends  on  their  safe  return  ;  so  that  their 
entry  to  the  mansion  resembled  a  triumphal 
procession,  as  if  they  had  been  the  benefac- 
tors of  their  country. 

James  had  now,  after  all  his  travels,  at  last 
arrived  at  a  place  of  rest,  where  he  found  a 
comfortable  house,  a  generous  welcome,  and 
his  best  friends.  His  present  condition  would, 
to  any  but  himself,  have  been  like  that  of  a 
ship's  crew,  who,  after  having  been  buffeted 
by  adverse  gales,  had  at  last  escaped  the  rocks 
and  quicksands,  and  arrived  at  a  haven,  safe 
from  the  perils  of  the  stormy  ocean.  James 
however  considered  it  the  very  reverse ;  since 
the  luxury  displayed  in  the  Villa  de  Carey 
appeared  to  him  as  a  sign-post,  with  the  figure 
of  a  hand  pointing  to  these  words  : — "  This 
is  the  road  to  destruction.*"  He  also  thought 
that,  in  the  scene  of  grandeur  before  his  eyes, 
he  saw  a  jail  at  the  end  of  the  vista;  he  consider- 
ed that,  even  in  the  midst  of  prosperity,  econo- 
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my  alone  could  prevent  adversity,  the  dread 
of  want,  of  debt,  and  of  a  prison  ;  and  that, 
should  any  man  cease  to  be  useful,  and  spend 
his  time  in  sloth  and  inactivity,  he  was  thence- 
forth unfit  for  existence.  Such  ideas  were 
rather  extraordinary  in  his  present  circum- 
stances ;  but  they  were  natural  to  James,  who 
soared  far  above  the  rich  and  the  great,  whom 
he  now  considered  as  a  set  of  useless  and 
grovelling  mortals,  whose  time  was  spent  in 
dress  and  show — things  so  very  much  beneath 
the  attention  of  rational  beings,  that  he  wond- 
ered how  they  could  put  any  value  upon  them. 
Hence  he  thought  the  humblest  state  of 
life  the  safest,  because  it  was  exposed  to  the 
fewest  temptations,  and  because,  should  a  poor 
man  become  unfortunate,  he  would  suffer  very 
little  from  a  change  of  circumstances ;  where- 
as, should  a  person  who  lives  in  a  stately  castle 
or  a  splendid  mansion  be  reduced  to  embar- 
rassment, he  would  be  of  all  men  the  most 
miserable.     James  knew  the  truth  of  these  re- 
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flections  from  his  own  experience ;  for,  when 
he  accompanied  the  musician  of  Logrona  with 
his  bass-fiddle,  he  was  still  happy,  as  he  had 
no  anxieties  to  discompose  his  mind,  was  sti- 
mulated also  to  proper  exertion,  and  fulfil- 
led all  the  duties  of  the  station  he  occu- 
pied, however  humble  it  might  be  esteemed. 
He  considered  himself  an  accountable  being, 
who  was  bound  to  exercise  his  talents  to  some 
useful  purpose ;  and,  although  his  travels 
were  accompanied  by  hardships  innumerable, 
yet  he  considered  these  as  the  trials  of  life 
which  are  wisely  ordained  to  exercise  our  vir- 
tues, and  that  they  are  even  necessary  to  give 
a  relish  to  prosperity,  according  to  the  obser- 
vation of  an  ancient  sage,  that  "  no  man  can 
be  truly  happy  who  has  never  known  adver- 
sity.'' 

The  news  of  James's  arrival  having  reach- 
ed Toledo,  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  in 
order  to  testify  their  high  sense  of  his  great 
exertions  in  endeavouring  to  reform  the  public 
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manners,  called  a  meeting,  under  the  special 
patronage  of  the  corregidor,  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  splendid  monument  to  perpetu- 
ate his  fame  ;  and  resolved  that  it  should  be 
immediately  commenced,  that  he  might  see  it 
speedily  carried  into  effect,  and  perhaps  be 
induced  to  remain  among  them. 

When  James  heard  of  this  intention,  he  be- 
gan to  moralize  in  the  following  strain.  He 
thought  that  they  did  well  in  shewing  this 
public  mark  of  their  esteem  for  one  who  had 
so  well  deserved  it ;  but  then  he  conceived 
that  it  was  done  from  a  selfish  motive,  which 
lessened  its  value  ;  and  he  would  have  been 
better  pleased  if  they  had  built  a  stately  pillar, 
on  which  there  might  have  been  recorded  the 
name  of  the  individual,  and  what  service  he 
had  done  to  his  country ;  and  that,  when  it 
had  been  finished,  the  chief  magistrate  might 
have  called  a  meeting  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, and,  in  an  able  and  energetic  speech, 
recounted  all   the  particulars  of  his  travels, 
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and  concluded  by  addressing  James  in  the 
following  manner : — "  This  monument,  sir,  is 
erected  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  that 
distinguished  talent,  and  persevering  industry, 
which  you  have  shewn  to  reform  this  ancient 
city,  whence  you  are  now  about  to  depart : — 
Go,  and  may  you  be  equally  prosperous  in  all 
the  cities  which  you  may  yet  visit ;  may  the 
inhabitants  of  none  of  them  misunderstand 
your  motives ; — and,  on  finding  in  you  the 
adviser  of  the  great,   the  reformer  and  the 
friend  of  the  poor,   may  your  worth  be  by 
them  appreciated  as  it  has  been  by  us ;  may 
all  the  cities  imitate  our  example,  and  raise  to 
you  a  structure  which  will  hand  down  to  pos- 
terity your  great  worth  and  talents,  which 
have  been  employed  in  promoting  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  mankind."     Such  are  the 
observations  that  James  would  have  made  on 
the  dedication  of  the  pillar ;  which  indicated 
a  greater  degree  of  vanity  than  he  had  ever 
before  exhibited. 
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In  the  meantime,  a  meeting  was  called  at 
Toledo,  and  a  great  discussion  took  place,  (as 
is  usual  in  all  meetings  of  this  kind,)  which 
ended  however  without  a  battle,  or  pulling 
each  other's  noses, — a  circumstance  which  hap- 
pens in  more  countries  than  in  Spain.  But, 
instead  of  voting  James  a  monumental  column, 
it  was  carried  by  a  great  majority,  that  a  de- 
putation should  be  sent  to  inquire  where  and 
when  he  intended  to  deliver  his  promised  lec- 
tures on  money  and  pride,  and  whether  he  pre- 
ferred giving  them  in  the  town-hall,  the  Ly- 
ceum, the  Assembly-room,  the  Theatre  Royal, 
or  in  the  open  air. 

Orders  were  now  given  that  the  deputation 
should  be  chosen  by  ballot ;  and  accordingly 
all  the  incorporated  trades  assembled,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  in  this  manner  two  persons  for 
the  deputation.  After  having  done  so,  they 
returned  to  the  magistrates,  and  said  that  the 
lots  had  fallen  upon  the  societies  of  crutch- 
makers  and  bellows-makers,  to  whom  due  in- 
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timation  was  communicated.  These  societies 
having  met,  drew  by  lot  two  persons  to  repre- 
sent them,  and  the  ancient  city  of  Toledo,  on 
this  occasion. 

A  messenger  was  now  despatched  to  James, 
to  know  what  day  the  deputation  should  wait 
upon  him  for  the  purpose  now  mentioned. 
When  the  messenger  arrived  at  the  Villa  de 
Carey,  James  was  sitting  with  his  sisters, 
Riazo,  and  Lamando,  at  their  wine  after  din- 
ner, and  requested  the  stranger  to  wait  until 
they  should  agree  what  answer  to  return. 
Riazo  expressed  a  wish  to  hear  the  deputa- 
tion in  the  great  hall,  and  Lamando  was  of 
the  same  opinion,  but  James  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  received  in  the  open  air,  espe- 
cially as  the  weather  was  uncommonly  serene ; 
while  Donna  Riazo  and  her  sister  agreed  with 
him,  although,  from  a  different  motive,  for, 
as  they  supposed  that  the  deputation  would 
consist  of  a  thousand  persons,  in  that  case 
they  would  be  much  incommoded ,  the  rooms 
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and  staircase  might  be  injured,  and  some  va- 
luable paintings  might  be  in  danger  ;  so  that 
the  open  air  appeared  to  be  the  safest  place 
for  the  meeting  to  assemble. 

Five  o'clock  next  day  being  fixed  on  as  the 
time  for  receiving  the  deputation,  all  hands 
were  employed  in  fitting  up  a  place  worthy  of 
so  great  an  embassy ;  all  the  servants  belong- 
ing to  the  neighbours  joined  cheerfully  in  pre- 
paring for  the  ceremony ;  a  table  covered 
with  a  carpet  was  stationed  at  the  head  of  the 
lawn,  and  chairs  were  placed  on  it  for  James 
and  his  party.  James  agreed  to  preside,  with 
his  sisters  on  each  side  of  him,  Riazo  and  La- 
mando  next  to  them,  and  Gorilla  who  was  to 
kfeep  them  all  in  tune  with  his  bass-viol ;  while 
a  string  of  servants  were  to  be  ranged  around, 
highly  powdered,  with  gold-headed  canes ;  and 
a  person  was  to  be  stationed  at  the  outside  of 
the  gate,  holding  a  placard,  on  which  was  writ- 
ten,— "  The  question  for  this  day  is.  Money 
or  Pride/'     Several  travellers,  on  passing  the 
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gate,  inquired  what  was  meant  "by  money;'' 
but  receiving  no  answer,  they  entered  it  with 
the  expectation  of  getting  some,  although, 
when  informed  that  it  was  only  a  lecture  upon 
money,  they  soon  withdrew. 

James  and  his  party  had  now  taken  their 
places,  expecting  every  moment  the  arrival  of 
the  deputies,  whose  appearance  was  long  de- 
layed from  the  following  cause.  The  two 
persons  chosen  for  the  embassy  being  as  in- 
capable of  making  a  speech  to  James,  as  two 
coal-heavers  would  be  of  pleading  a  cause  at 
the  bar,  a  lawyer  was  employed  to  write  what 
they  should  say,  and  hear  them  rehearse  it. 
The  crutch-maker  was  first  called  on  to  read 
the  paper,  which  he  could  scarcely  do  without 
the  utmost  difficulty,  from  mistaking  one  word 
for  another;  while  the  bellows-maker  could 
not  read  it  at  all,  as  he  knew  nothing  either  of 
spelling  or  grammar,  so  that  he  stood  before 
the  committee  as  mute  as  a  statue.  The  whole 
meeting  were  greatly  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
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should  be  done ;  but,  as  the  bellows-maker  must 
appear,  and  act  his  part  as  well  as  he  could,  a 
member  offered  to  accompany  him,  and  stand 
at  his  back,  to  suggest  the  whole  of  the  ad- 
dress ;  so  that  all  he  would  have  to  do  was  to 
move  his  hps  in  delivering  it. 

This  proposal  being  finally  agreed  to,  the 
meeting  next  resolved  that  the  deputies  shquld 
be  furnished  with  a  dress  suitable  to  the  im- 
portance of  their  embassy ;  and  accordingly  a 
variety  of  wigs  were  sent  for  from  barbers' 
shops,  and  black  gowns  from  the  mercers'  ware- 
houses. This  order  was  no  sooner  given  than 
the  council-hall  was  filled  with  black  cloaks, 
while  nearly  a  hundred  highly-powdered  wigs 
were  laid  upon  the  table.  In  the  meantime  a 
dispute  arose  about  the  propriety  of  the  mes- 
sage that  had  been  sent  to  James,  as  all  the 
corporate  bodies  imagined  they  were  to  walk 
together  in  procession ;  while  the  barbers  were 
much  displeased  for  two  reasons, — first,  be- 
cause they  were  not  included  in  the  embassy  ; 
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and,  secondly,  because  only  two  wigs  were  to 
be  supplied  by  ten  barbers. 

The  ceremony  of  putting  on  the  wigs  now 
commenced  : — the  crutch-maker  was  first  rob- 
ed, and,  leaning  over  his  written  paper,  to  get 
it  by  heart,  and  repeat  it  if  possible, — the  mo- 
ment the  wig  covered  his  head,  he  read  it  with 
as  much  ease  as  a  teacher  of  languages  ever 
rehearsed  the  rudiments  to  his  pupils.  Being 
elated  with  no  small  degree  of  self-import- 
ance, he  walked  majestically  up  and  down 
the  room,  knocking  every  one  down,  and  ex- 
claiming, 

"  Get  out  of  my  way,  as  I  am  a  scholar ; 
— 'tis  no  wonder  that  schoolmasters  wear  wigs  ; 
had  I  known  the  virtue  they  possess,  I  should 
have  had  one  long  ago.'' 

This  declaration  afforded  great  encourage- 
ment to  the  bellows-maker,  who  had  no  sooner 
put  on  the  black  robe,  and  the  large  white 
powdered  wig,  than  he  became  a  perfect  De- 
mosthenes. 
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"  What !"  cried  he,  "  there  is  surely  some 
enchantment  in  this  wig  !  for  here's  a  paper, 
one  word  of  which  I  could  not  read  before ; 
but  now  I  can  do  it  with  ease  and  fluency, 
without  the  aid  of  any  prompter.     '  Behold, 
in  me,  great  and  mighty  signors  and  signoras, 
a  representative  of  the  city  of  Toledo.     Oh  !' 
continued  he,  looking  at  the  paper,  « that's  all 
nonsense;    why   should  I  read  a  set  speech 
from  that  scrawl .''"     Then  seizing  the  paper, 
he  tore  it  into  a  thousand  pieces,  declaring 
that,  since  he  had  put  on  the  wig,  he  could 
utter  his  ideas  appropriately  on  any  subject, 
and  that  he  was  capable  even  of  pleading  at 
the  bar  as  well  as  any  practitioner  in  Toledo. 
Nay,  he  actually  looked  at  his  watch  to  see  if 
the  courts  were  sitting,  that  he  might  make  a 
trial  of  his  skill ;  while  he  marched  up  and 
down  the  council-room  in  a  pompous  manner, 
to  the  no  small  amusement  of  all  the  traders 
of  the  city,  exclaiming, — 

"  My  fortune  is  made ;— no  more  bellows 

VOL.  IV.  F 
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will  I  either  make  or  mend ;  I  am  as  inde- 
pendent as  the  Archbishop  of  Toledo ;  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  he  made  me  his 
assistant  to  serve  himself;  and,  if  he  makes 
me  successor,  it  will  serve  us  both ;  it  will  ve- 
rify the  old  Spanish  proverb,  *  who  has  not 
seen  Toledo,  has  not  seen  a  wonder ;'  which 
should  now  be  changed  into, — '  Whoever  has 
not  seen  a  wig,  has  not  seen  a  wonder ;'  as 
the  one  on  my  head  has  transformed  me  at 
once  from  a  bellows-maker  into  an  orator."" 

The  two  deputies  being  now  in  readiness, 
the  procession  was  arranged  in  the  following 
order :— The  alguazils  were  on  horseback  in 
front ;  the  corregidores  or  magistrates  stood 
behind  them  with  their  official  badges;  the 
rest  of  the  deputation  next,  four  and  four; 
while  the  representatives  closed  the  proces- 
sion. The  last,  however,  were  distinguished 
by  being  placed  in  chairs,  lest  any  dust  should 
soil  their  wigs,  or  a  gust  of  wind  should  blow 
them  away,  and  thus  denude  the  deputies  of 
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those  ideas  and  that  fluency  of  speech  with 
which  their  artificial  head-dresses  had  inspired 
them. 

The  procession,  which  consisted  of  more 
than  sixty  persons,  was  now  in  motion  ;  and, 
as  many  followed  it  to  see  the  show,  it  soon 
amounted  to  several  hundreds.  On  arriv- 
ing at  the  mansion,  where  James  and  his 
friends  were  ready  to  receive  them,  the  pro- 
cession moved  round  so  as  to  form  a  circle ; 
while  the  chief  magistrate,  the  captain,  and 
the  town-clerk,  entered  the  gate  ;  the  corregi- 
dores  made  way  for  the  deputation,  and  the 
chairmen  were  ordered  to  convey  the  deputies 
into  the  enclosed  ring,  so  that  not  a  hair  of 
their  wigs  might  be  ruffled  by  the  wind. 

As  soon  as  the  bellows-maker  got  out  of  the 
chair,  he  assumed  a  very  consequential  air, 
and  made  a  most  respectable  bow  to  James ; 
(for,  though  he  himself  had  become  a  great 
man,  he  thought  our  hero  a  still  greater,)— 
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then  stretching  forth  his  hand,  he  thus  ad- 
dressed him  and  the  ladies  : — 

"  Behold  in  us,  great  and  mighty  signor  and 
signoras,  representatives  from  the  city  of  To- 
ledo, who  are  come  vested  with  full  powers  to 
act  in  behalf  of  all  the  corporate  bodies  of  that 
ancient  city,  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  upon 
what  subject  you  intend  to  lecture  ?  My  con- 
stituents have  enjoined  me  to  request  that 
money  should  be  the  subject  of  discussion  in- 
stead of  pride  ;  while  my  worthy  brother  has 
been  instructed  to  propose  that  pride  should 
be  first  taken  into  consideration ;  but,  most 
noble  signor  and  signoras,  when  you  have 
heard  what  shall  be  brought  forward,  I  make 
no  doubt,  that  any  arguments  which  may  be 
offered  for  giving  his  subject  the  preference 
will  not  be  listened  to.'"* 

This  speech  was  received  with  great  ap- 
plause ;  Donna  Riazo  observing  to  her  hus- 
band,   that    she  had    never  heard   so  fine  a 
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speaker,  and  that  it  was  a  pity  he  had  not 
been  bred  to  the  church,  as  he  would  have  ex- 
celled in  eloquence  all  the  preachers  in  the 
province.  She  had,  however,  a  very  despic- 
able opinion  of  the  crutch-maker,  as  he  seem- 
ed to  her  to  be  a  poor,  sneaking,  cunning 
knave,  who  would  say  any  thing  to  gain  his 
point ;  one  who  would  assert  what  he  knew 
to  be  false,  provided  it  was  not  known  to  any 
one  but  himself.  Such  was  the  opinion  of 
James's  sister  respecting  the  deputies;  and 
she  possessed,  like  her  brother,  no  small  share 
of  penetration  in  judging  of  the  characters  of 
mankind. 

It  now  became  the  business  of  the  crutch- 
maker  to  reply  ;  and,  accordingly,  rising  with 
a  pedantic  grimace,  he  thus  began  : — "  Most 
high  and  mighty  signor  and  signoras,  I 
also  have  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  as 
the  representative  of  that  highly-enlightened 
body  of  men,  the  crutch-makers  of  the  city  of 
Toledo,  celebrated  over  all  the  world  for  the 
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making  of  stilts  and  crutches  for  kings,  queens, 
and  emperors,  and  other  high  dignitaries,  who 
may  find  it  necessary  to  use  them,  and  beg 
leave,  with  great  deference,  to  state  that  what 
has  fallen  from  my  learned  brother  is  not  a 
settled  point ;  and  that,  in  addressing  your 
mightinesses,  I  can  safely  declare  that  I  am 
free  from  all  prejudice ;  and,  however  un- 
worthy of  your  attention,  I  have  a  public 
duty  to  perform  to  my  constituents,  as  well 
as  my  learned  brother, — ^in  spite  of  whose  elo- 
quence, I  will  prove  to  your  honours  that  the 
subject  of  money ^  which  he  wishes  to  be  dis- 
cussed, is  not  of  equal  importance  with  that 
of  pride  ;  and  therefore  my  constituents  would 
prefer  having  a  lecture  on  it  from  the  great 
traveller.  They  have  accordingly  instructed 
me  to  say,  that  they  consider  pride  as  a  very 
dangerous  and  unsuitable  quality,  that  was 
not  made  for  man  ;  and  yet  it  exists  in  society 
to  a  great  degree,  as  your  honours  well  know. 
"  I  gi'ant,  indeed,  that  there  are  some  cases 
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in  which  pride  is  commendable ;— for  in- 
stance, there  is  a  laudable  pride  in  doing  good, 
in  thinking  well  of  others,  in  assisting  those 
who  are  in  want,  and  in  keeping  at  a  distance 
the  mean,  the  debased,  and  the  cunning  ;— 
while  there  is  a  glorious  pride  in  persons  of 
exalted  rank  showing  themselves  patterns^  of 
every  virtue,  and  a  magnanimous  pride  in 
those  of  the  middling  classes  being  econo- 
mical in  order  to  maintain  their  respectabi- 
lity. But  there  are  other  cases,  wherein  a 
haughty  disposition  is  quite  intolerable,  such 
as,  when  persons  of  inferior  rank  behave  with 
insolence  to  their  superiors,  when  nursery  or 
chamber-maids  begin  to  bandy  words   with 

their  masters  and  mistresses,  and ." 

Here  the  orator  shook  his  wig  so  furiously, 
that  it  flew  off  his  head,  and  he  could  not 
utter  another  sentence.  At  this  unlucky  ac- 
cident, the  whole  audience  burst  into  a  fit  of 
laughter ;  and,  after  it  subsided,  the  bellows- 
maker  rose  and  made  the  following  reply  :— 
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"  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  worthy  signor 
and  signoras,  that  in  your  opinion  my  learned 
brother  has  said  nothing  to  the  point,  and 
that  the  subject  of  money  is  both  more  in- 
teresting and  more  worthy  of  your  serious 
consideration  than  that  of  pride.  I  appre- 
hend, with  great  deference,  that  what  has 
fallen  from  my  learned  friend  is  at  complete 
variance  with  fact,  and  that  he  has  thought 
proper  to  throw  out  his  sarcasms  against 
money  without  any  ground  to  support  his  ar- 
guments. 

"  Money,  as  you  all  know,  is  the  privmm 
mobile  of  society  ;  its  uses  are  great  and  mani- 
fold, as  it  commands  every  thing  under  the 
sun.'' 

James  and  the  party  now  began  to  think 
that  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  subject ; 
but,  having  agreed  to  hear  out  the  parties, — 
the  crutch-maker  again  rose,  and,  in  high  ir- 
ritation, thus  resumed  the  discussion  :— • 

'«  What  you  have  just  now  heard,  noble 
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signer,  is  a  flash  in  the  pan,  a  fabric  of  air, 
turgid  and  inflated  with  high-sounding  words, 
worthy  only  of  a  bellows-maker,  who,  like 
the  element  which  he  blows,  possesses  no  sub- 
stantial ideas,  as  they  are  all  raised  upon 
wind  and  smoke,  and  easily  dissipated  by  the 
slightest  blast ;  whereas  my  arguments  (my 
learned  signor)  are  all  founded  on  a  solid 
basis.  Compare,  I  beseech  you,  the  respec- 
tive value  of  our  professions,  and  then  judge 
which  of  us  is  best  entitled  to  have  the  pre- 
ference in  our  requests.  What,'"  continued 
the  crutch-maker,  "  would  become  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  human  race  without  my  aid  ? 
Heaven  only  knows  what  their  sufferings  would 
be;  but  we  well  know  that  bellows-makers 
could  be  almost  dispensed  with  in  this  warm 
country.  I  have  no  doubt,  indeed,  that  were 
my  brother  here  to  go  to  Nova  Zembla  he 
might  make  a  fortune,  or  rise  to  the  very 
head  of  the  bar  in  that  bleak  and  barbarous 

region ;  but  in  this  genial  climate  and  civilized 
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kingdom,  he  is  nothing  but  a  useless  member 
of  society  .'*' 

Here  he  gave  another  hearty  shake  of  his 
wig,  the  dust  from  which  almost  blinded  the 
audience ;  while  he  himself,  from  contention 
and  rage,  was  all  in  a  state  of  complete  per- 
spiration. 

The  bellows-maker  now  got  up,  and  taking 
his  antagonist's  place,  (which  he  did  very 
adroitly^)  and  assuming  an  angry  air,  the 
effect  of  the  treatment  he  had  received  from 
the  stilt-maker,  thus  replied  : — 

"  Worthy  signor  and  signoras,  this  learned 
brother  of  mine  (as  he  is  pleased  to  call  him- 
self), is  nothing  else  but  an  impostor  ;  his  ar- 
guments are  as  lame  as  those  who  use  his 
crutches ;  and  they  have  not  even  a  footing 
to  stand  upon.  What  right  has  he  to  the 
claim  of  superiority  in  argument,  by  traducing 
that  honourable  profession  to  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  belong  ?  We  are  the  only  per- 
sons who  can  discover  the  minutest  objects  of 
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research,  as  we  can  blow  upon  it  till  we  have 
dispersed  all  the  heterogeneous  matter  adher- 
ing to  it ;  and  can  even,  with  a  single  puff, 
dispel  the  thick  mists  of  prejudice  or  error  in 
which  our  antagonists  are  involved."    Having 
thus  said,   he  gave  his  head  a  shake,  which 
made  the  powder  fly  about  him,  to  the  no 
small  disturbance  of  all  the  persons  assembled. 
"  We  never,"  continued  he,  "  run  out  of 
wind  ;  and  wisely  have  my  constituents  acted 
in   making  choice  of  me,  (or  the  ballot,  at 
least,  which  is  the  same  thing)  ;  for,  though  I, 
great   and   noble  signor  and  signoras,  have 
been  blamed  for  blowing  up  people  with  pride 
who  have  no  claim  to  it,  instead  of  doing  so, 
I  rather  blow  them  down  ;  and  it  would  be  a 
happy  thing  for  this  great  kingdom,  if  a  law 
were  enacted,  that  all  persons  who  have  been 
well  educated  should  be  obliged  to  carry  a 
small  pair  of  bellows,  (such  as  are  usually  to 
be  found  as  a  necessary  appendage  to  a  gen- 
tleman's drawing-room,)  so  that,   when  one 
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met  with  a  proud  Spaniard,  he  might  blow 
in  his  face. 

This,  I  think,  would  have  a  much  bet- 
ter effect  to  humble  his  pride,  than  getting 
into  a  rage,  or  calling  hira  nicknames,  such 
as  a  man  of  consequence^  &c. ;  and,  as  every 
citizen  would  have  each  his  bellows,  when 
a  number  of  proud  persons  met,  there 
would,  of  course,  be  a  dreadful  blowing, 
which  would  not  only  benefit  our  craft,  but 
also  greatly  benefit  themselves,  as  it  might 
cool  their  passions,  which  is  certainly  more 
salutary  for  a  man's  health,  than  getting  a 
sound  drubbing,  a  bloody  nose,  or  a  sword 
run  through  his  body,  in  settling  a  quarrel. 
My  brother  here  (I  cannot  call  him  learn- 
ed,) your  honours  have  heard  scoffing  at  me  in 
your  noble  presence  ;  but  I  trust  that  you 
will  not  suffer  him  to  abuse  me  also  for  fail- 
ing in  the  arguments  to  which  he  trusted  for 
gaining  his  cause ;  and  I  only  beg  to  say  in 
conclusion,  that,  as  he  has,  in  a  mean,  sneak- 
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iiig,  paltry  way,  attacked  me,  who  am,  I 
might  now  say,  a  regular  practitioner  at  the 
bar,  I  return  him  the  compliment,  by  calling 
him  a  low,  cripple,  captious,  cracked,  crazy, 
cunning  click-clack.''^ 

The  bellows-maker  had  no  sooner  express- 
ed himself  to  this  effect,  than  his  learned 
friend,  starting  from  his  seat,  laid  hold  of  his 
wig,  while  the  other  seized  that  of  his  antago- 
nist ;  and  they  proceeded  to  beat  each  other's 
faces  with  their  wigs  and  fists  so  furiously, 
that  the  whole  assembly  was  now  in  an  up- 
roar. The  corregidor  immediately  interfered, 
and  threatened  to  take  the  two  learned  bro- 
thers into  custody,  unless  they  desisted  ;  and 
by  this  means  restored  some  degree  of  order. 

James  and  his  party  were  astonished  at  this 
outrageous  conduct ;  and,  without  coming  to 
any  decision,  dissolved  the  meeting,  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  all  present,  who  could 
find  no  instruction  in  such  nonsense  and  in 
such  an  exhibition.     By  this  time  it  was  late. 
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and  the  party  returned  home,  leaving  the 
learned  brothers  and  their  attendants  to  find 
their  way  back  to  Toledo  the  best  way  they 
could. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  strange  exhibition  now  described  asto- 
nished the  whole  company  assembled  at  it,  and 
afforded  an  interesting  subject  of  speculation 
to  the  active  mind  of  James,  who  delighted  to 
study  all  the  varieties  of  human  character,  as 
these  appear  in  different  situations  of  life. 
For  he  had  just  seen  two  ordinary  tradesmen, 
who,  from  want  of  education,  were  naturally 
incapable  of  expressing  their  ideas  correctly, 
but  who,  from  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  placed,  supported  their  opinions  with 
as  great  decision  as  if  they  had  been  professed 
pleaders  at  the  bar,  although  in  such  an  inde- 
corous manner  as  a  man  of  education  would 
not  have  employed.  Hence  he  was  led  to  in- 
fer, first,  that  the  powers  of  the  human  mind 
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are  nearly  equal  in  men  of  all  ranks ;  secondly, 
that  these  powers  are  capable  of  a  higher  de- 
gree of  exertion  than  might  be  expected,  ac- 
cording as  occasion  requires ;  and,  thirdly, 
that  education  is  necessary  to  improve  the 
powers,  and  polish  the  manners  of  men,  that 
they  may  appear  to  the  best  advantage. 

After  this  digression,  we  return  to  the  do- 
mestic affairs  of  Don  Riazo,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  and  his  friends  enjoyed  themselves 
at  the  Villa  de  Carey.  Here  Lamando  found 
himself  as  happy  as  he  could  have  been  at 
home  with  his  musical  parties  ;  for  Donna 
Riazo  and  her  sister  gave  entertainments  every 
night,  while  the  day  was  spent  in  reading, 
walking,  fishing,  and  other  innocent  amuse- 
ments. The  luxuries  of  the  table  were  wholly 
avoided, — hot  dishes  were  prohibited,  during 
the  warm  weather,  by  order  of  Doctor  Digby, 
the  physician  of  Don  Riazo,  who  paid  him  a 
handsome  annuity  for  his  services  to  himself 
and  his  lady.     This  had  an  excellent  effect  in 
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exciting  the  doctor's  attention  to  the  welfare 
of  his  patient,  which  was  very  different  from 
that  of  the  ordinary  run  of  medical  men,  who 
give  themselves  very  little  trouble  about  those 
under  their  care,  and  seem  to  be  quite  un- 
concerned whether  they  live  or  die,  provided 
they  receive  their  fee.  Don  Lamando,  per- 
ceiving the  propriety  of  such  an  arrangement, 
resolved,  on  returning  to  Madrid,  to  make  a 
similar  agreement  with  his  physician,  as  he  had 
more  occasion  to  do  so  than  Riazo,  from  being 
twice  his  age,  and  from  being  often  kept  up  so 
late  with  his  parties,  that  it  might  be  said  he 
was  either  the  strongest  or  the  healthiest  man 
in  the  city. 

Doctor  Digby  dined  at  least  three  times 
a- week  with  Riazo,  who  imitated  him  as  much 
as  possible  in  his  eating,  and  generally  helped 
himself  to  those  dishes  which  the  doctor  seem- 
ed to  like  best,  except  one  article, — mustard, 
for  which  Digby  had  a  great  predilection,  and 
which  he  ate  upon  all  occasions,  and  in  such 
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quantities,  as  was  sufficient  to  have  blistered 
his  tongue.  The  doctor  avoided  all  astrin- 
gent wines  and  liquors,  and  seldom  failed, 
after  partaking  of  them  by  way  of  complai- 
sance, to  drink  a  quantity  of  warm  water, 
which,  he  said,  restored  the  tone  of  the  sto- 
mach when  it  had  been  put  out  of  order  by 
astringents.  He  was  often  sent  for  at  all  hours, 
particularly  in  the  afternoon,  to  visit  all  kinds 
of  patients ;  but  especially  persons  who  had 
fallen  from  their  horses  in  chasing  hares  and 
foxes.  Although  he  had  a  considerable  share 
of  practice,  it  was  somewhat  remarkable  that 
he  lived  at  the  village  of  Fuentelcano,  which 
is  situate  among  high  mountains,  and,  be- 
fore reaching  his  house,  it  was  necessary  to 
cross  a  deep  river,  a  branch  of  the  Tagus, 
which  was  passable  only  in  summer  ;  so  that, 
when  it  could  not  be  forded,  he  had  three  ad- 
ditional miles  to  ride  in  visiting  many  of  his 
patients.  It  was  no  less  remarkable  that,  al- 
though  the  country  round  his  mansion  was 
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populous,  and  although  many  wealthy  gen- 
tlemen resided  in  the  neighbourhood,  yet  they 
never  thought  of  throwing  a  bridge  across  the 
river  for  their  own  accommodation. 

There  stood  near  the  village  a  castle,  which, 
for  sublimity  of  construction  and  ornaments, 
(as  it  was  a  large  massy  building,  adorned  with 
innumerable  towers  and  turrets,)  excelled  all 
the  castles  of  the  East.     It  lay  very  low,  so 
that  in  passing  along  the  road  which  surround- 
ed it,  the  traveller  beheld  distinctly  the  lofty 
spires  and  turrets,  which  struck  every  stran- 
ger with  amazement.     The  owner  of  the  cas- 
tle was  not  only  a  good  but  a  great  man  ; 
and,   having  a  taste  for  curiosities,    he  had 
filled  it  with  all  kinds  of  ancient  armour,  that 
would   have  clad  a  regiment  of  cuirassiers. 
He  resided  at  this  castle  among  his  family  and 
friends,  who  respected  him  far  above  the  or- 
dinary run  of  men  of  rank  and  fortune.     His 
tenants  adored  him   so  much,   that  they  all 
vied  with  each  other  in  composing  songs  or 
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sonnets  in  his  praise, — a  delightful  reward  of 
his  virtues,  more  gratifying  to  a  worthy  man 
than  all  the  distinctions  which  wealth  can 
purchase. 

The  doctor  was  a  visitor  at  this  hospitable 
mansion,  where  Don  Riazo  frequently  met 
him,  and  was  highly  entertained  with  his 
conversation.  For  Digby  was  a  kind  of 
eccentric  character,  full  of  humour,  and 
could  laugh  at  a  joke  with  any  man ;  and 
he  was  so  abstemious  in  drinking,  that  he 
never  fell  off  his  horse  in  returning  home, 
even  though  he  sometimes  exceeded  a  little 
at  the  castle,  where  visitors  were  never  per- 
mitted to  depart  in  the  dark.  The  doc- 
tor, who  had  special  regulations  of  his  own, 
mounted  his  horse  at  all  hours  of  the  night, 
and  rode  through  the  river  without  ever  meet- 
ing with  an  accident. 

Many  were  the  visits  which  he  also  made 
at  the  mansion  of  Don  Riazo ;  and  James  be- 
came so  well  acquainted  with  him,  that  he 
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discovered  the  doctor  to  be  a  man  of  great 
skill  and  knowledge  in  his  profession ;  and 
that,  although  without  a  rival,  he  paid  the 
same  attention  to  all  his  patients,  which  se- 
cured to  him  their  complete  approbation,  as 
well  as  the  self-satisfaction  of  thinking  that  he 
was  esteemed  and  respected.  One  day,  the 
doctor  having  been  invited  to  dine  with  Riazo, 
had  just  put  upon  his  plate  a  piece  of  excel- 
lent roast-beef,  which  had  been  bought  at 
Fuentelcano,  and,  being  very  hungry,  he  sat 
down  to  it  with  great  relish;  but  he  had 
scarcely  been  helped  to  the  first  slice,  when 
his  servant  gave  him  a  letter,  containing  no- 
tice that  a  gentleman  had  been  thrown  from 
his  horse  in  attempting  to  leap  a  five-bar 
gate. 

The  doctor  had  no  sooner  read  the  letter, 
than  he  ordered  his  horse  to  be  saddled ; .  and 
such  was  his  anxiety  to  relieve  the  sportsman, 
that  he  seized  the  beef  with  his  hands,  and 
devoured  it  as  he  ran  down   stairs,    without 
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either  bread  or  mustard.  This  instance  of 
self-denial  and  readiness  to  oblige  afforded 
James  an  evidence  of  the  doctor's  worth,  and 
of  the  good  sense  of  his  brother-in-law  in  em- 
ploying such  a  man  as  his  physician  ;  for,  if 
he  was  so  anxious  to  relieve  a  fox-hunter  in 
distress,  how  much  more  would  he  be  to  run 
to  the  relief  of  such  a  man  as  his  friend  Riazo, 
if  he  should  meet  with  a  similar  accident. 

During  the  doctor's  absence,  his  dinner  was 
kept  warm  ;  and  he  soon  returned,  after  hav- 
ing seen  his  patient,  who  had  his  neck  dislo- 
cated, and  his  arm  disjointed,  safely  put  to 
bed.  The  doctor  now  enjoyed  his  dinner,  and 
actually  emptied  two  mustard-dishes,  at  which 
James  was  much  alarmed  lest  his  stomach 
should  have  suffered,  and  therefore  asked  his 
reason  for  eating  so  much  of  that  extraordi- 
nary fare.  In  answer  to  this  query,  the  doc- 
tor began  a  long  story  about  the  qualities  of 
mustard,  its  various  uses,  and  its  good  effects 
upon  the  human  body,  alleging  it  as  an  in- 
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controvertible  maxim,  that  all  hot  vegetables 
are  wholesome,  inasmuch  as  they  dispel  flatu- 
lence and  noxious  effluvia  from  the  stomach. 
Such,  he  said,  were  cresses  and  horse-radish, 
Sfc. ;  although  he  gave  a  preference  to  the 
latter,  notwithstanding  James  told  him  of 
a  doctor  who  would  never  taste  it,  because 
he  considered  that,  as  it  blistered  the  outside, 
it  could  not  fail  to  blister  the  inside  also.  In 
this  case,  however,  it  appeared  that  doctors 
differed,  so  that  the  matter  remained  unde- 
termined. 

The  doctor  was  a  tall  man,  with  a  nose  not 
unlike  the  beak  of  a  large  penguin,  had  a 
great  deal  of  humour,  and  kept  the  table  in 
a  roar  with  his  anecdotes  and  witticisms.  He 
soon  took  a  great  fancy  for  James,  who  roar- 
ed as  loud  as  himself,  and  threw  out  some 
of  his  satires,  which  made  the  doctor  fall  at 
times  into  such  fits  of  laughter,  as  nearly 
landed  him  on  the  floor. 

In  order  to  shew  kindness  to  James  and 
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Lamando,  as  well  as  to  requite  the  hospitality 
of  Don  Riazo,  the  doctor  invited  them  to  pay 
him  a  visit,  and  see  the  beauties  of  the  ro- 
mantic scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
residence.  They  willingly  accepted  his  invi- 
tation, and,  a  few  days  afterwards,  proceeded 
in  the  carriage  to  Fuentelcano,  highly  grati- 
fied, during  their  journey,  with  the  stately 
castles,  delightful  seats,  and  flourishing  wood- 
lands, which  they  observed  around  them  on 
every  side. 

On  arriving  at  the  doctor's  house,  they  were 
kindly  received  by  him  and  his  wife,  who  was 
one  of  those  good-hearted  ladies  that  think 
themselves  highly  honoured  by  a  visit  from 
any  of  their  husband's  friends.  In  a  short 
time  dinner  was  prepared  and  set  on  the  tabic, 
consisting  not  of  such  flummery  as  pies  and 
pasties, — neither  of  such  heavy,  indigestible 
food,  as  often  loads  the  tables  of  the  great ;  but 
of  such  plain  and  substantial  fare  as  roast-beef 
and  plum-pudding.     James  intended  to  pay 
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great  attention  to  what  the  doctor  should  dine 
upon,  that  he  might  serve  as  an  exemplar  to 
himself;  but,  on  finding  that  there  was  only 
one  dish  on  the  table,  his  curiosity  upon  that 
point  was  soon  settled.  The  doctor  having 
first  helped  his  guests  to  a  piece  of  beef,  then 
cut  off  two  or  three  slices  for  himself,  which 
he  divided  into  small  portions,  and  mixed 
up  with  such  a  quantity  of  mustard,  as 
gave  them  no  small  resemblance  to  an  apple- 
dumpling.  After  dinner,  the  wines  and  fruits 
from  the  mountains,  which  were  in  great  per- 
fection, crowned  the  board,  so  that  the  com- 
pany were  highly  gratified  with  the  enter- 
tainment ;  and  James,  being  in  an  unusual 
flow  of  spirits,  sung  a  song  to  divert  them, 
which  he  had  never  done  ere  this  time,  either 
before  or  after  dinner. 

The  doctor,  among  his  other  eccentricities, 
was  a  poet,  and  made  it  a  rule  that  every  one 
who  came  to  visit  him  should  hear  a  specimen 
of  his  poetry.     He  accordingly  requested  the 
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company  to  listen  to  a  few  verses  of  his  last 
poem,  which  he  recited  with  such  energy, 
that  it  had  no  small  effect,  although  it  was  a 
very  ordinary  production.  But,  as  the  doctor 
thought  a  great  deal  of  the  poem,  it  did  not 
become  any  one  to  put  him  out  of  conceit  with 
it ;  and  James,  understanding  this,  advised 
him  to  have  it  framed,  and  hung  up  in  his 
dining-room  as  a  family-piece. 

The  party  having  thus  experienced  the  doc- 
tor''s  hospitality,  returned  to  the  Villa  de  Carey 
next  day. — Don  Lamando  now  announced  his 
wish  to  return  home,  and  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged the  hospitality  of  Don  Riazo,  adding, 
that  the  kindness  he  had  now  experienced,  and 
the  presents  he  had  formerly  received,  would 
ever  be  regarded  by  himself  as  proofs  of  his 
sincere  friendship.  But  he  begged  to  refresh 
Riazo''s  memory  with  a  promise  he  had  made 
when  at  Madrid,  viz. — the  discovery  of  his 
hidden  treasure ;  and,  as  he  had  shewn  him 
all  the  iron-boxes,  bolts,  and  bars  of  his  con- 
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cealment,  so  he  expected  the  like  disclosure 
at  the  Villa  de  Carey,  and  was  ready  to  at- 
tend him  for  that  purpose.  Riazo  told  La- 
mando  that  he  was  extremely  willing  to  shew 
the  treasure  not  only  to  himself,  but  also  to 
James,  who  was  now  his  relation  ;  since,  in 
case  of  his  own  death  happening  suddenly,  it 
would  otherwise  be  lost  to  his  family  and  re- 
lations, from  its  being  concealed  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  could  not  find  it.  The  pro- 
posal was  most  readily  agreed  to  on  the  part 
of  James;  so  that  Riazo,  while  sitting  at 
table  with  his  two  guests,  thus  began : — 

"  Know,  then,  that  this  key  (pointing  to  a 
small  one  that  hung  at  his  watch)  is  the  key- 
stone to  all  my  wealth,  at  least  to  that  part 
of  it  which  is  represented  by  gold.  This  key 
unlocks  a  drawer  in  my  scrutoire,  in  which  is 
another  key,  that  opens  a  small  drawer  enclos- 
ed within  it.'"' 

Upon  saying  this  he  opened  the  drawer, 
and,  having  taken  out  a  small  key,  which  he 
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put  into  his  pocket,  desired  them  to  follow 
him  and  see  the  treasure.  He  then  walked 
out  of  the  room,  and  proceeded  to  the  garden, 
the  door  of  which  he  opened,  and  then  bolted 
behind  him,  while  he  thus  continued, — 

"  You  see  these  high  walls  which  enclose 
the  garden, — you  see  these  four  stone-pillars 
finely  carved, — these  pillars  are  of  more  use 
than  most  people  imagine,  as  they  point  to  the 
spot  where  the  great  key  lies  that  unlocks  the 
hidden  treasure  of  this  mansion." 

So  saying,  he  brought  from  an  adjoining 
vine-house  a  number  of  ropes,  which  he  drew 
across  each  other  till  they  joined  at  the  centre, 
— then,  taking  a  spade,  he  uplifted  a  turf,  and 
below  it  a  flat  stone,  under  which  was  a  strong 
iron-box,  that  opened  with  the  small  key,  and 
contained  a  large  key  at  least  twelve  inches 
long.  He  now  replaced  the  stone,  the  turf, 
and  the  ropes ;  and,  unbarring  the  garden- 
door,  desired  them  to  follow  him  a  little  far- 
ther.    Riazo  now  entered  the  door  of  a  stair- 
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case,  which  he  descended,  holding  in  his  hand 
a  hghted  candle,  till  he  came  to  another 
wooden-door,  which  he  also  opened,  and  then 
arrived  at  an  iron-door,  which  this  great  key 
unlocked,  as  it  did  also  an  iron-box  that  stood 
at  the  side  of  a  vaulted  room  of  considerable 
size.  Having  opened  the  box,  he  held  up  the 
candle  ;  and,  while  Lamando  knelt  down  and 
with  both  hands  lifted  a  bag  of  gold,  to  be 
convinced  that  it  was  really  money,  Riazo  thus 
addressed  his  visitors  : — 

"  Behold  the  treasure  of  Don  Ancus  the 
miser  !  dug  from  his  garden  at  Quintus  Mi- 
neros,  and  first  discovered  by  myself  and 
partner : — these  are  riches  for  which  we  never 
laboured  ;  and,  although  much  has  been  taken 
from  this  treasure,  there  still  remains  seventy 
thousand  ducats." 

James  was  astonished  at  this  disclosure, 
and,  holding  up  his  hands  in  amazement  ex- 
claimed,— 

"  I  now  behold  with  my  own  eyes  a  hidden 
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treasure,  the  existence  of  which  I  have  often 
heard  of,  but  never  saw  before ;  and  I  also 
behold,  in  you,  the  possessor  of  such  vast 
mines  of  wealth.  I  envy  you  not  for  their  pos- 
session, since  they  are,  in  your  case,  the  gift 
of  Heaven  to  the  good  and  virtuous  ;  but  woe 
be  to  you  both,  if  you  prefer  the  hoarding  of 
bags  of  gold  to  the  duty  of  doing  good  with 
them,  by  relieving  the  distressed,  and  being 
useful  to  society." 

Don  Riazo  entirely  concurred  with  James, 
that  riches  were  only  valuable  when  they  were 
rendered  useful ;  and  said,  that  it  was  his 
constant  study,  and  his  greatest  delight,  to 
employ  his  wealth  in  promoting  the  comfort 
of  every  one  with  whom  he  was  connectsd. 

Don  Lamando  was  greatly  pleased  with  the 
security  of  the  place  where  the  treasure  was 
concealed,  as  it  had  no  windows ;  and  also 
with  the  ingenious  plan  of  hiding  the  key  in 
the  garden,  which  he  intended  to  adopt,  he 
said,  on  his  return  home.     Riazo  likewise  felt 
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a  pleasure  in  shewing  James  the  treasure,  for 
the  reason  already  mentioned ;  and,  knowing 
well  the  scanty  share  of  money  in  his  posses- 
sion, took  out  a  considerable  sum  of  gold, 
which  he  intended  to  give  him  at  a  proper 
opportunity.  . 

Next  day,  Don  Lamando  took  his  depar- 
ture from  the  Villa  de  Carey,  highly  pleased 
with  the  attention  and  kindness  of  all  the  fa- 
mily ;  but  much  more  so  at  having  seen  the 
only  hidden  treasure,  except  his  own,  that 
was  to  be  found  in  all  the  Spanish  provinces. 

The  departure  of  Lamando  was  a  very  me- 
lancholy circumstance  to  James,  who  possessed 
kindred  feelings  with  those  of  his  friend,  that 
were  heightened  by  gratitude  for  his  favours  ; 
and,  on  considering  that,  as  he  lived  at  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  400  miles,  this  might  be  the 
last  time  they  would  ever  see  each  other,  his 
sorrow  at  parting  with  one  whom  he  so  dearly 
loved  may  be  more  easily  conceived  than  ex- 
pressed.  He  now  began  to  reflect  that,  among 
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the  various  evils  attending  the  human  condi- 
tion, this  was  none  of  the  least,  that,  in  the 
course  of  life,  the  dearest  friends  may  be  so 
far  and  so  long  separated  as  to  become  stran- 
gers to  each  other,  and  lose  those  mutual 
sympathies  which  had  become  the  solace  of 
their  hearts. 

Musing  on  this  subject,  James  indulged  his 
grief  to  such  a  degree  as  to  lock  himself  up  in 
his  room,  and  refuse  to  partake  of  the  social 
intercourse  of  his  sisters  and  brother-in-law 
for  two  days.  They  readily  excused  his  sor- 
row, and  even  gave  him  credit  for  his  feelings  ; 
but  finding  that  these  were  becoming  exces- 
sive, they  endeavoured  to  sooth  him,  by  re- 
presenting that  he  might  easily,  at  some  future 
period,  revisit  his  friend  Lamando,  and  renew 
that  intercourse,  which  had,  for  the  present, 
been  only  suspended.  This  suggestion  re- 
vived his  spirits ;  hope  whispered  that  ''  he 
would  see  him  again  ;'"*  and  James,  from  the 
anticipation,  resumed  his  wonted  cheerfulness, 
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determined,  like  a  man  of  sense  as  he  was,  to 
render  himself  happy  in  the  company  of  Don 
Riazo  and  his  sisters,  who  shewed  the  utmost 
desire  to  promote  his  comfort. 

While  our  traveller  was  thus  enjoying  him- 
self at  the  Villa  de  Carey,  his  relations  and 
friends  at  the  castle  of  Carvanty,  who  had  re- 
ceived intellio-ence  that  he  had  been  discovered 
some  time  ago  by  Don  Riazo,  were  surprised 
that  he  was  so  long  in  making  his  appearance. 

In  the  meantime,  Don  Tarbet,  from  the  loss 
of  James  and  Gorilla,  had  become  every  day 
more  and  more  miserable,  and  had  not  been 
wanting  in  his  endeavour  to  procure  a  few 
friends  to  condole  with  him  in  his  forlorn 
condition.  But  they,  instead  of  alleviatmg 
his  uneasiness,  rather  increased  it ;  as  one 
person  whom  he  had  often  invited  to  dinner, 
and  who  he  had  amused  with  an  exhibition 
of  his  curiosities,  once  passed  him,  articulating 
with  much  indifference, — "  This  is  a  fine  day, 
signor."" — Another,  who  was  a  worshipper  of 
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Apollo,  and  pretended  to  be  charmed  with  his 
guitar,  organ,  and  musical-glasses,  renounced 
his  acquaintance  without  any  alleged  cause  ; 
and,  in  short,   all  with  whom  he  wished  to 
form  an  intimacy  soon  deserted  him.     It  was 
probably  his  own  fault  that  they  did  so ;  for, 
however  a  man   may  pretend  to  friendship 
which  he  does  not  feel,  it  will,  upon  a  general 
review  of  his  conduct,  be  easy  to  detect  his 
feigned  kindness,  especially  by  one  who  has  a 
knowledge  of  mankind.     Be  this  as  it  may, 
the   comparison   between   such   persons   and 
James  was  odious  in  Tarbet's  estimation ;  and 
he  was  led  to  reflect  on  the  value  of  a  true 
friend,  and  that  we  never  prize  him  sufficiently 
until  we  have  lost  him.     He  accordingly  often 
thought  of  those  friends  who  were  endeared 
to  his  recollection  by  the  powerful  feelings  of 
nature, — many  of  whom  had  fallen  by  acci- 
dents, some  by  diseases,  and  others  by  age  or 
frailty.     The  experience  of  their  fate  made  I 
him  lament  still  more  the  loss  of  James,  whom, 
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however,  he  still  hoped  to  see,  although  his 
expectations  were  very  uncertain. 

During  James's  absence,  Tarbet  had  paid 
occasional  visits  to  the  castle  of  Carvanty, 
but  without  receiving  either  instruction  or 
amusement ;  as  Francis,  though  an  agreeable 
companion,  had  few  ideas  above  those  which 
extended  to  the  hanging  of  a  picture,  or  the 
choice  of  a  riding-horse.  For  this  reason,  he 
seldom  entered  the  castle,  and  was  in  a  great 
measure  deprived  of  society ;  but,  notwith- 
standing the  ennui  under  which  he  laboured, 
he  never  had  recourse  to  the  bottle  for  relief, 
having  seen  its  direful  effects  in  many  a  cam- 
paign. He  allowed,  indeed,  that  a  portion  of 
liquor  was  a  necessary  stimulus  to  officers  and 
soldiers  when  an  army  was  encamped  on 
marshy  ground,  and  when  every  man  had  to 
do  his  duty  ;— one  party  in  unfurling  the 
equipage,  another  in  searching  for  firewood, 
and  a  third  in  collecting  forage  or  provision, 
in  a  dark  wintry-night.     But  he  had  never, 
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when  an  officer,  accustomed  himself  to  the  use 
of  improper  stimulants,  and,  now  that  he  was 
living  in  solitude,  he  indulged  himself  every 
evening  with  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  while  he  en- 
deavoured to  sooth  his  mind  by  the  charms  of 
music,  which  afforded  him  the  only  solace  he 
could  find  for  the  want  of  James'^s  society. — 

"  Nor  could  these  plans  his  grief  and  pain  allay  ; 
Where  shall  we  find  a  requiem  to  his  woes  ? 
Power  cannot  chase  the  frightful  gloom  away. 
Nor  music  lull  him  to  a  kind  repose." 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

As  our  narrative  has  lately  been  chiefly  con- 
fined to  the  affairs  of   Don   Riazo   and  his 
friends,  it  is  proper  also  to  give  an  account  of 
the  transactions  of  Gorilla,  James's  particular 
friend  and  companion  during  his  travels.    The 
musician  of  Logrona  had  fallen  in,  among  his 
acquaintances,   with    a    neighbouring  gentle- 
man of  great  musical  talents,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  society  of  about  eight  or  ten,  who  met 
twice  a  week  for  their  amusement  and  im- 
provement in  the  art  of  music.     To  this  so- 
ciety was  Gorilla  introduced  ;  and,  from  his 
skill  in  performing,  he  was  a  great  acquisition 
to  them,  besides  having  thus  an  opportunity 
of  daily  exercising  himself  on  his  bass-viol. 
As  Riazo,  from  his  numerous  engagements. 
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had  hitherto  paid  Uttle  attention  to  Gorilla,  he 
now  determined  to  shew  him  every  possible 
kindness,  and  proposed  to  convey  him  to  a 
place  about  thirty  miles  distant,  that  he  might 
see  a  manufactory  of  musical  instruments. 
Accordingly  he  ordered  his  carriage  to  be 
ready  for  the  journey,  and  took  with  him  his 
wife  and  Gorilla ;  while  James  accompanied 
them  to  direct  the  driver  on  the  road  thither. 
Having  set  out,  they  travelled  onward  a  few 
miles  without  encountering  any  obstruction ; 
but,  on  coming  to  a  turnpike-gate,  they  found 
it  choaked  up  by  waggons,  carts,  and  other 
vehicles,  with  one  of  which  the  carriage  got 
entangled ;  so  that,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  it 
was  impossible  to  separate  the  wheels,  that 
were  enclosed  in  each  other.  The  party  were 
therefore  obliged  to  alight;  and,  after  the 
horses  had  been  unyoked,  the  carriage  was, 
with  some  difficulty,  at  last  disentangled. 

James  being  much  displeased  at  this  occur- 
rence, went  to  the  toll-keeper,  and,  after  rating 
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him  severely  for  allowing  so  many  vehicles 
to  stand  at  his  gate,  bid  him  apply  to  the 
trustees  to  have  it  made  wider  immediately, 
as  he  was  to  return  this  way  to-morrow; 
threatening  that,  if  his  request  was  not  com- 
plied with,  he  would  make  the  toll-keeper  li- 
able for  the  damage  which  the  carriage  had 
sustained ;  but  promising,  if  it  was,  that  he 
himself  would  pay  the  expenses.  The  toll- 
keeper,  instead  of  returning  insolent  lan- 
guage, which  some  of  this  class  are  apt  to  do 
to  strangers,  assured  him  that  the  gate  should 
be  widened;  but  wished  that  James  would 
explain  in  writing  what  he  [wanted,  that  it 
might  be  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  trustees. 
This  was  instantly  done,  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  toll-man,  whose  complaints  upon 
the  same  subject  had  been  totally  neglected. 

After  thus  adjusting  matters,  the  party  again 
set  off,  and  soon  met  a  waggon  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  road  ;  and,  as  nobody  was  attend- 
ing the  horses,  James  stopt  the  vehicle ;  but 
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the  driver  soon  appeared,  and  made  an  apo- 
logy in  so  submissive  and  humble  a  manner 
as  induced  James  to  let  him  go,  with  this  ad- 
monition, "  That  he  should  be  more  careful 
in  future,  as  the  lives  of  the  king'^s  subjects 
were  endangered  by  such  careless  practices."" 

They  again  proceeded  on  their  journey,  till 
they  came  to  a  small  inn,  where  they  rested  the 
horses  for  two  hours.  This  was  one  of  those 
houses  on  the  road-side  that  are  very  acceptable 
to  travellers  when  they  can  get  no  better  ;  al- 
though furnished  with  few  accommodations  for 
people  of  rank  and  fortune.  As  there  was  no 
spare  room  to  receive  the  party,  they  were  there- 
fore shewn  into  the  kitchen,  where  the  mistress 
was  preparing  a  ragout  for  some  travellers  in 
the  next  apartment.  As  they  had  to  remain 
two  hours,  a  message  was  sent  in  to  the  tra- 
vellers, requesting  permission  to  dine  along 
with  them  ;  but  an  answer  was  returned  stat- 
ing that  the  party  could  not  be  admitted,  as 
the  room  was  already  nearly  full ;  although 
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they  offered  to  give  it  up  to  them  altogether 
for  their  accommodation.  The  poUteness  of 
this  offer  was  gratefully  acknowledged,  but 
civilly  dechned ;  as  James  thought  that  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  good  manners  either  to 
intrude  themselves  into  the  company  of  others 
without  their  consent,  or  take  possession  of 
their  room,  even  though  they  agreed  to  leave  it, 
— unless  it  had  been  to  accommodate  the  ladies 
in  a  shower  of  rain  or  any  other  accidental 
circumstance.  As  the  party  therefore  could 
not  dine  in  the  inn,  they  had  a  table  covered 
in  the  area  before  the  door,  and  felt  as  much 
satisfaction  as  if  they  had  dined  at  home  ;  even 
the  manner  in  which  they  partook  of  the  re- 
past, gave  a  zest  to  it  which  is  sometimes  not 
experienced  at  the  tables  of  the  most  luxuri- 
ous. Besides,  the  landlady  was  civil,  and  pro- 
duced the  best  that  she  had  in  her  house ; 
ind  even  sent  the  stable-boy  to  the  vinery, 
md   furnished  an  excellent  dessert  to  make 
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amends  for  the  wretched  wine  that  was  set  be- 
fore them. 

Our  travellers  having  rested  for  the  time 
agreed  on,  and  refreshed  the  horses,  again  set 
off  with  new  life  and  vigour ;  and,  upon  as- 
cending a  very  steep  hill,  were  overtaken  by  a 
cabriolet  crowded  with  passengers.  The  horses 
actually  stopped  from  fatigue,  and,  being  bath- 
ed with  foam,  James  desired  the  driver  to 
halt,  and  said,  that  he  would  not  allow  him 
to  proceed  a  step  farther  until  he  turned  every 
one  out  of  the  cabriolet  while  ascending  the 
hill.  There  were  in  this  vehicle  two  divisions, 
each  holding  six  persons,  with  five  on  the  top 
besides  the  driver,  all  of  whom,  with  the  car- 
riage and  baggage,  could  not  weigh  less  than 
four  tons.  It  was  drawn  by  four  horses  at 
the  rate  of  four  miles  and  a  half  an  hour ;  and, 
as  this  hill  was  long  and  steep,  the  driver  and 
passengers  took  James's  advice,  and  proceed- 
ed at  a  slow  pace  till  they  reached  the  top. 
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From  this  incident,  James  was  of  opinion  that 
several  pairs  of  fresh  horses  should  always  be 
in  readiness  to  drag  vehicles  up  every  steep  hill ; 
as  they  would  relieve  those  that  were  yoked, 
and  already  tired  with  a  long  journey. 

Our  travellers  having  also  reached  the  top 
of  the  hill,  kept  up  with  the  cabriolet,  the  pas- 
sengers of  which  took  them  for  grandees  of 
the  first  rank.  As  they  went  along,  a  poor 
miller,  who  was  driving  a  cart,  had  suffered 
a  sack  of  flour  to  fall  from  it,  and,  being  un- 
able to  replace  it,  James  and  the  driver  lifted 
it  again  into  the  cart,  to  the  miller's  great  sur- 
prise and  consolation,  as  he  might  otherwise 
have  been  detained  some  hours  before  any  one 
happened  to  be  on  the  road,  who  would  have 
been  so  attentive.  But  what  less  could  James 
have  done,  considering  what  had  befallen  him 
at  the  mills  of  Magueda ; — indeed,  he  never 
saw  a  miller  and  his  flour  bags,  without  feeling- 
emotions  of  kindness  to  him,  and  envying  his 
happiness. 
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In  drawing  a  comparative  view  betwixt 
James  and  persons  in  a  similar  situation,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  any  other  man  who 
acted  under  the  influence  of  such  good  dispo- 
sitions ;  for  how  few  of  the  nobility  or  gentry, 
riding  in  their  carriage,  would  have  conde- 
scended to  alight  and  help  to  lift  a  sack  of 
corn  into  a  miller's  cart !  But  this  was  his 
usual  way  of  acting  in  such  cases,  whenever 
any  one  required  his  assistance  ;  and  thus  he 
held  out  to  mankind  a  conduct  worthy  of  uni- 
versal imitation. 

The  party  having  arrived  at  Cerbera,  and 
inspected  the  manufactory  which  they  came  to 
see,  returned  next  day  to  the  mansion  of  Don 
Riazo.  His  kindness  to  James  continued  un- 
abated ;  for  day  after  day  a  new  succession  of 
pleasures  was  provided;  so  that  the  winter 
evenings  passed  away  like  a  tale  that  had  been 
told-  James,  however,  notwithstanding  all 
the  delightful  entertainments  which  he  enjoy- 
ed, became  anxious,  after  an  absence  of  seven 
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years,  to  revisit  his  native  home,  and  proposed 
that  Don  Riazo  and  his  two  sisters  (agreeably 
to  their  promise)  should  shortly  set  ofF  for 
Carvanty  along  with  him,  that  he  might  there 
finish  his  travels. 

Accordingly  it  was  agreed  that  they  should 
travel,  by  moderate  stages,  through  the  pro- 
vince of  Estremadura,  taking  the  road  by  Ta- 
lavera  la  Reyna,  Truxillo,  and  Badajos  ;  and 
then  through  Portugal,  by  Evora  and  Beja ; 
a  distance  altogether  of  about  three  hundred 
and  sixty  miles ; — while  Gorilla  should  be  de- 
spatched by  the  waggon,  to  give  their  friends 
notice  of  their  having  at  last  set  out  on  their 
journey  to  Carvanty. 

In  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  the 
musician  of  Logrona  set  off  next  morning  from 
the  Villa  de  Carey,  while  the  party  prepared 
to  follow  him  in  a  few  days.  Every  thing 
necessary  for  their  journey  being  packed  up, 
they  preferred  travelling  in  Don  Riazo's  ele- 
gant carriage  rather  than  in  a  stage-coach,  on 
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account  of  the  high  mountains  which  they  had 
to  pass ; — James  having  previously  stipulated 
that  he  should  mount  the  dicky,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  more  accommodation  to  the  par- 
ty, and  also  of  acting  as  a  guard  over  the 
driver.  Having  accordingly  procured  post- 
horses  from  Toledo,  they  set  off  next  morning, 
intending  to  reach  Talavera  in  the  evening,  a 
distance  of  forty  miles,  which  they  easily  ac- 
complished, without  meeting  with  any  thing 
remarkable. 

James,  now  seated  on  the  dicky,  with  his 
heart  full  of  joyful  anticipations,  beheld  the 
varied  scenes  around  him  with  emotions  of  de- 
light. The  day  was  fine,  the  sky  was  clear, 
and  the  pureness  of  the  air  enlivened  his 
spirits, — especially  as  the  fields  were  already 
adorned  with  all  the  luxuriance  of  vegetation, 
and  nature  displayed  herself  in  her  most  gor- 
geous attire ;  while  flowers  of  the  finest  hue 
embellished  the  meadows  and  perfumed  the 
air,  and  the  lofty  mountains,  rising  at  a  dis- 
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tance  and  towering  to  the  clouds,  exhibited  a 
spectacle  of  solemn  grandeur  which  inspired 
him  with  feelings  of  wonder  and  admiration. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  the  village  of  Sinara, 
they  ordered  dinner,  which,  after  so  long  a 
journey,  they  relished  so  much,  that  it  may 
be  safely  asserted  there  was  not  that  day  a 
happier  party  in  all  Spain,  since  they  antici- 
pated the  gladness  which  they  would  all  ex- 
perience, in  seeing  James  welcomed  back  again 
by  his  brother  Francis  to  the  mansion  of  their 
fathers.  But  these  anticipations,  like  many 
others,  were  at  once  frustrated  by  an  unfore- 
seen accident ;  as  the  day,  which  had  hitherto 
been  most  delightful,  became  stormy,  the 
clouds  began  to  lower,  and  the  wind  howled 
furiously  through  the  air.  They  had  no  soon- 
er resumed  their  journey,  than  a  heavy  shower 
of  rain  overtook  them,  which  obliged  James 
to  have  recourse  to  his  great-coat  to  defend 
himself  from  the  violence  of  the  blast ;— and 
the  party  finding  it  impossible  to  proceed  to 
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Almarez  that  night,  determined  to  halt  at  the 
first  place  they  came  to. 

Meanwhile,  the  rain  began  to  pour  down  in 
torrents  ;  and  James,  notwithstanding  the  ad 
ditional  great-coat  which  he  now  put  on,  was 
completely  drenched.  It  was  also  with  diffi- 
culty that  he  kept  up  his  spirits,  till  at  last  he 
considered  that  his  condition,  however  deplo- 
rable, might  still  be  worse,  and  that  his  pre- 
sent uneasiness  would  soon  be  over,  as  they 
could  not  be  far  distant  from  Almarez.  But 
in  this  expectation  he  was  also  deceived ;  for, 
after  travelling  several  miles  farther,  the  rain 
still  continued  to  pour  down,  and  the  horses 
being  wearied,  began  to  flag.  He  now  thought 
in  what  a  perilous  situation  he  and  his  compa- 
nions would  be  if  the  horses  should  stand  still 
altogether,  as  nothing  could  then  save  them 
from  being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  ravenous 
wolves,  that  were  now  roaring  aloud  for  their 
prey  amidst  the  neighbouring  mountains.  But 
what  increased  his  alarm  tenfold  was,  that  it 


ALMAREZ.  169 

soon  became  darker  and  darker,  while  it  blew 
a  perfect  hurricane  right  in  their  teeth  ;  and 
the  wind  extinguished  the  two  chaise-lamps, 
so  that  they  were  now  involved  in  utter  dark- 
ness. In  this  dreadful  state,  James  began  to 
reflect  on  the  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  condi- 
tions ; — that  human  affairs  are  chequered  with 
perpetual  vicissitudes  ;  that  no  situation,  how- 
ever prosperous,  is  long  permanent ;  and  that 
misfortunes,  which  baffle  all  human  foresight, 
may  soon  overtake  us,  as  he  and  his  compa- 
nions had  that  day  experienced  the  highest 
transports  of  exultation,  and  were  now,  before 
its  close,  reduced  to  the  very  lowest  state  of 
depression. 

Another  circumstance  which  added  greatly 
to  James's  anxiety  was,  that  the  trees  on  each 
side  of  the  road,  which  had  hitherto  served  to 
guide  them,  now  became  invisible ;  so  that 
they  were  in  the  condition  of  mariners  on  a 
stormy  ocean,  without  a  star  to  direct  their 
course.     In  this  situation,  the  driver  of  the 
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carriage  was  even  still  more  alarmed  than  our 
hero,  as  he  declared  that  they  were  now  ap- 
proaching a  part  of  the  road  which  lay  through 
deep  ravines  and  quarries,  where  strangers 
had  met  with  their  death  even  in  daylight. 

The  feelings  of  James,  on  hearing  this,  may 
be  more  easily  conceived  than  expressed, — a 
sudden  sweat  broke  upon  his  brow,  his  hair 
stood  on  end,  he  became  insensible  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  nearly  fell  headlong  from  his  seat. 
But,  reflecting  on  the  frightful  circumstances 
in  which  they  now  were,  he  instantly  resolved 
to  exert  all  his  powers  to  rescue  himself  and 
the  party,  if  possible,  from  such  imminent 
danger;  and  accordingly,  by  a  sort  of  in- 
stinctive movement,  he  seized  the  reins  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  the  horses  warily 
along  the  road.  Riazo  and  the  ladies  inquired 
the  cause;  and  James,  in  order  to  allay  their 
anxiety,  told  them  that  the  driver  and  he  had 
resolved  to  dismount,  and  to  lead  the  horses 
till  they  should  pass  the  mountain,  in  order  to 
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give  some  relief  to  the  wearied  animals.  Riazo 
thought  this  a  very  prudent  step,  while  he 
lamented  the  miserable  situation  of  James  in 
being  so  long  exposed  to  the  cold  and  wet, — 
little  suspecting  that  these  were  the  least 
causes  of  uneasiness  to  him,  and  that,  were  it 
possible,  he  would  now  willingly  exchange  his 
condition  for  that  of  being  drawn  through  a 
mill-pond,  if  he  were  only  suffered  to  escape 
alive. 

Our  hero  and  the  driver  having  now  dis- 
mounted, the  latter  advised  him  to  go  behind 
the  chaise,  and  hold  by  the  pole,  so  that  he 
might  occasionally  throw  out  one  of  his  feet  on 
that  side  of  the  road  next  the  declivity,  and 
give  the  alarm  when  the  chaise  was  too  near 
it.  James  accordingly  made  the  best  use  of 
his  legs ;  and,  in  this  way,  they  moved  on  for 
nearly  an  hour  with  fear  and  trembling.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  their  care  and  attention, 
and  before  James  could  give  the  alarm,  both 
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the  wheels  sunk  towards  the  right,  while  the 
chaise  and  horses  tumbled  down  the  hill. 

At  this  perilous  moment,  James  called  aloud 
to  the  driver  to  keep  hold  of  the  reins,  but  it 
was  impossible ;  so  that,  in  these  appalling 
circumstances,  Don  Riazo  and  the  two  ladies 
were  left  to  their  fate.  By  this  terrific  acci- 
dent, James  was  almost  deprived  of  his  senses  : 
he  thought  that  his  sisters  and  his  brother-in- 
law  would  be  inevitably  killed,  without  hav- 
ing it  in  his  power  to  save  them.  But,  shak- 
ing off  his  momentary  stupor,  he  determined 
to  try  what  could  yet  be  done  to  extricate 
them  from  the  carriage;  although  all  exer- 
tions for  this  purpose  seemed  unavailing,  as  he 
could  see  nothing,  and  only  heard  the  horrific 
noise  proceeding  from  the  horses  driving  fu- 
riously against  the  vehicle.  Following  the 
sound,  however,  he  began  to  descend  the  hill 
with  cautious  steps,  and  at  last  came  near  the 
horses,  which  were  struggling  for  life,  as  the 
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reins  had  got  round  their  necks,  and  would 
soon  have  choked  them,  had  not  he  and  the 
driver  cut  the  reins  away.  He  discovered, 
by  groping  along,  that  the  chaise  had  fallen 
down  a  steep  hill,  and  been  stopped  by  a  wall, 
at  the  side  of  which  lay  his  dearest  friends, 
although  he  knew  not  whether  they  were  dead 
or  alive.  To  prevent  any  danger  from  the 
struggling  of  the  horses,  James  kept  down 
their  heads,  while  the  driver  relieved  them  of 
their  trappings ;  and  they  now  sprang  up  with- 
out seeming  to  have  sustained  much  injury. 

Our  hero  next  groped  about  for  the  car- 
riage, which  however  he  could  not  find  for 
some  time,  as  it  had  been  overturned,  and  was 
now  lying  with  the  wheels  uppermost.  With 
emotions  of  terror  he  approached  the  vehicle, 
and,  with  a  trembling  voice,  asked  if  they 
were  all  safe  within ;  but  no  reply  was  made, 
and  he  shrieked  out  in  an  agony  of  despair. 
The  frightful  sound,  however,  pierced  the 
ears  of  Don  Riazo,  who  was  just  recovering 
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from  the  state  of  insensibility  in  which  he  had 
been,  and  who  eagerly  asked  in  what  situation 
they  now  were  ?  James  replied,  that  the  dan- 
ger was  over  if  his  sisters  were  safe  ;  and  was 
transported  to  find  that,  although  they  had 
fallen  into  a  dangerous  swoon,  they  were  be- 
ginning to  recover  their  recollection.  Our 
hero  now  began  to  think  what  a  narrow  es- 
cape he  and  the  driver  had  made ;  for,  had 
they  remained  upon  the  dicky,  they  must 
inevitably  have  been  killed. 

He  next  considered  by  what  means  Don 
Riazo  and  the  ladies  might  be  extricated  from 
the  carriage ;  but,  finding  it  impossible  to  do 
so  without  a  light,  he  proposed  that  they 
should  continue  in  it  till  he  brought  a  lamp, 
and  some  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
their  assistance.  Don  Riazo  acquiesced  in  the 
proposal,  and  agreed  to  remain  in  the  car- 
riage, while  the  driver  promised  to  attend  it 
also  until  James's  return.  Accordingly  he 
now  set  off  in  quest  of  the  first  house  he  might 
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come  to ;  and,  after  ascertaining  the  breadth 
of  the  road,  he  found  that  a  wall  bounded  it 
on  the  right  hand  and  trees  on  the  left. 

In  groping  along,  he  met  with  deep  cuts  in 
the  road,  and  frequently  tumbled  over  large 
loose  stones,  which  cut  his  hands,  while  he 
was  completely  bespattered  with  mud.  In 
proceeding  along,  he  came  in  contact  with  a 
tree,  which  tore  his  coat ;  and,  in  forcing  his 
way  through  a  hedge,  some  thorns  tore  his 
breeches ;  but  these  were  trifling  mishaps, 
which  he  bore  with  great  patience  and  resig- 
nation. His  anxiety  however  increased,  on 
not  finding  a  human  dwelling,  after  having 
travelled  more  than  an  hour;  although  his 
spirits  were  soon  revived  on  perceiving  a 
twinkling  light  that  appeared  and  disappeared 
at  short  intervals.  He  could  not  at  first  con- 
ceive why  the  light  did  not  shine  steadily ; 
but,  conjecturing  that  it  might  be  interrupted 
by  trees  or  brushwood,  he  directed  his  steps 
to  the  quarter  whence  it  proceeded.     But,  in 
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attempting  to  do  so,  he  left  the  road,  and  soon 
found  himself  knee-deep  in  a  quagmire,  where 
both  his  shoes  came  off,  which  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  behind  him.  The  loss  of  his  shoes, 
however,  he  regarded  as  nothing,  provided  he 
arrived  at  the  light  before  him  ;  and,  in  spite 
of  every  obstruction,  he  plunged  through  the 
quagmire  up  to  the  middle,  despairing  whe- 
ther he  would  ever  set  his  feet  again  on  dry 
land. 

To  support  his  spirits  in  this  extremity,  he 
began  to  morahze  on  the  various  conditions  of 
human  life,  and  thought  that  his  present 
state,  however  deplorable,  was  not  worse  than 
that  of  the  ploughman,  who  must  daily  wade 
along  furrows  up  to  the  ancles  in  mud ;  yet 
he  submitted  to  do  so  for  earning  his  subsist- 
ence, and  was  perhaps  the  healthiest  and  hap- 
piest of  men.  "  Why  then,"  thought  James, 
"  should  I  deem  it  hard  to  struggle  through 
this  quagmire  for  an  hour  or  two  at  most, 
when   a   great    part   of  mankind    must    toil 
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through  mud  and  marshes  all  the  days  of 
their  lives  !"  By  this  sort  of  reasoning,  James 
reconciled  himself  to  the  hardships  he  now 
endured,  heartily  wishing,  however,  that  he 
was  again  upon  solid  ground ;  and  resolving,  if 
he  escaped  from  this  quagmire  alive,  that  he 
would  never  venture  out  again  but  in  day- 
light. Ruminating  in  this  way,  he  at  length 
came  to  a  wall,  which  stopped  his  progress, 
and,  on  looking  over  it,  perceived  the  light 
apparently  at  no  great  distance  ;  so,  springing 
over  it,  he  now  found  himself  on  dry  ground. 
His  condition,  however,  was  not  much  altered 
for  the  better,  since  the  ground  was  so  thickly 
planted  with  trees,  that  he  had  now  as  much 
need  of  his  hands  to  make  his  way  through 
the  branches,  as  he  had  lately  of  his  feet  to 
wade  through  the  quagmire. 

At  last  however  he  got  clear  of  the  plan- 
tation, and  found  that  the  light,  which  was 
very  brilliant,  proceeded  from  a  high  build- 

h2 
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ing  surrounded  by  a  gate-way,  which,  he  had 
no  doubt,  led  to  the  house.  It  happened  to 
be  open,  and  he  entered  into  the  outer  court, 
where,  as  he  proceeded  with  cautious  steps, 
in  an  instant  a  huge  dog  sprung  from  his  den 
and  fiercely  seized  our  hero  by  the  coat. 
James  fled  backward  to  escape  the  animal, 
which,  however,  held  so  fast  by  his  cloak, 
that  he  could  not  disengage  it ;  and,  on  find- 
ing the  dog  pulling  him  backwards,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  out  his  knife,  and  cut  off  the 
skirt,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  himself  from 
being  worried. 

Having  thus  been  again  in  danger  of  his 
life,  he  began  to  think  that  there  seemed  to 
be  no  end  of  his  miseries  and  misfortunes ;  al- 
though he  resolved  to  brave  the  greatest 
perils  in  finding  some  benevolent  individuals 
who  might  join  him  in  succouring  his  rela- 
tions. Roused  by  this  motive,  he  turned  away 
from  the  gate  and  went  round  the  house  ;  but 
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he  had  not  proceeded  far,  when,  to  his  great 
joy,  he  espied  a  ghmmering  hght,  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  top  of  a  door-window. 

Having  thus  at  last  found  a  place  of  human 
habitation,  he  had  no  doubt  of  obtaining  as- 
sistance from  the  inmates ;  so,  knocking  gently 
at  the  door,  a  voice  from  a  window  ex- 
claimed,— 

"  Who  comes  hither,  at  this  unseasonable 
hour  of  night,  to  disturb  the  repose  of  the 
cottagers  of  Alcalza,  and  of  Coroda  Boxilla, 
their  protector  ? — Some  desperado,  no  doubt, 
who,  assuming  to  himself  the  name  of  travel- 
ler, has  come  for  the  purposes  of  robbery  and 
plunder." 

This  address,  so  loudly  and  so  forcibly  ex- 
pressed, struck  James  with  such  astonish- 
ment, that  he  was  unable  to  make  a  reply  be- 
fore the  window  was  closed  and  the  light  ex- 
tinguished. 

From  the  intimation  thus  communicated, 
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James  was  led  to  believe  that  the  inhabitants 
of  this  place  had  suffered  from  robbers  per- 
haps more  than  once,  and  that  the  ferocious 
dog  which  he  had  encountered  was  kept  on 
purpose  for  their  protection.  Our  traveller 
therefore  could  not  expect  to  be  admitted 
here,  and  knew  not  what  to  do  ;  but,  recover- 
ing from  his  reverie,  he  walked  round  the 
mansion,  and  perceived  another  light  from  the 
window  of  a  very  high  room,  whence  he  heard 
the  voice  of  people  who  seemed  to  be  chanting 
vespers.  He  was  very  unwilling  to  disturb 
their  devotion  ;  but,  recollecting  that  mercy 
is  better  than  sacrifice,  he  ventured  to  knock 
at  the  door  below  the  window  whence  the 
hght  appeared,  when  some  persons  within  vo- 
ciferated,— 

"  What  impious  Catholic  dares,  at  the  sa- 
cred hours  of  vespers,  to  disturb  the  repose  of 
the  cottagers   of  Alcalza  ? — By   St   Dennis, 
thou  shalt  suffer  for  the  intrusion.'' 
5 
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James  here  again  stood  amazed ;  but  hav- 
ing, by  this  time,  recovered  the  use  of  his 
tongue,  he  rephed, — 

"  I  invoke  you,  most  Christian  cottagers, 
in  the  name  of  the  holy  saint  whom  you  wor- 
ship, in  the  name  of  the  church,  and  in  the 
name  of  charity,  to  succour  a  fellow  Christian 
who  has  been  nearly  devoured  by  a  ferocious 
animal  within  your  gate." 

"  But  what,''*'  asked  the  person  whom  James 
addressed,  "  induced  you  to  enter  the  grounds 
of  Coroda  Boxilla  ?" 

'*  I  came,'"  replied  James,  "  in  quest  of 
some  benevolent  persons  who  may  assist  me  in 
saving  the  lives  of  three  travellers  who  have 
been  overturned  in  their  carriage  at  a  short 
distance  from  this  place." 

He  had  no  sooner  explained  the  cause  of 
his  appearance,  than  the  door  opened,  and  he 
was  shown,  by  a  young  man,  straight  forward 
into   a  large   room,    hung    with    chandeliers 
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that  were  all  lighted  up,  where  a  young  lady 
and  two  old  cavaliers,  who  had  been  at  prayers, 
were  engaged  in  profound  meditation. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  young  man  who  had  introduced  our  tra- 
veller informed  him,  that  the  master  of  the 
house  was  then  with  his  family  at  the  chapel, 
and  that,  until  his  return,  he  could  give  him 
no  assistance ;  but  that,  to  prevent  him  from 
wearying,  he  would  gladly  conduct  him  to  the 
chapel,  where  he  might  remain  till  the  even- 
ing service  was  concluded.  James  readily 
consented  to  go  thither,  and,  on  entering  the 
chapel,  he  was  struck  with  awe  and  surprise 
at  the  solemn  magnificence  of  its  appearance. 
It  was  large  and  vaulted,  paved  with  stones, 
and  divided  into  several  recesses  at  the  sides, 
which  were  lighted  up  with  large  wax-tapers 
suspended  from  the  roof  in  the  centre.  Here 
James  found  groups  of  persons  on  their  knees 
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before  the  stone  figures  of  the  saints  they 
worshipped,  which  stood  on  pedestals  in  the 
niches  of  the  wall,  while  others  sat,  and  some 
were  standing.  Here  also  were  the  statues  of 
aged  men  in  marble,  erected  as  monuments  to 
transmit  to  posterity  their  name  and  honours, 
for  gifts  and  donations  bestowed  on  the  church, 
as  inducements  to  others  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample. 

So  great  was  the  efiPect  produced  by  this 
means,  that  James  learned  that  the  revenue 
of  the  chapel  had  been  much  increased  by 
private  benefactions,  and  that,  in  Catholic 
countries,  all  the  most  extensive  lands  and 
estates  had  been  granted  to  the  church  and 
the  priests  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  souls 
from  purgatory.  James  considered  the  tenets 
and  practices  of  the  Romish  church  as  altoge- 
ther unauthorised;  and  he  could  not  help  repro- 
bating the  abuses  tolerated, — such  as  the  power 
vested  in  the  priests  to  forgive  sins,  (or  grant 
absolution   for    money,    which    is   the   same 
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thing,)  as  evidently  calculated  to  strike  at  the 
root  of  virtue  and  morality. 

Indulging  these  reflections,  James  traversed 
the  chapel  without  being  noticed  by  any  indi- 
vidual,— a   circumstance   which    he   thought 
somewhat  extraordinary,  as  he  was  now  with- 
out  a  coat,    hat,  or  shoes,  while  his  stock- 
ings were  all  besmeared  with  mud.     But,  as 
they    were  now   at   prayers,    he   gave   them 
credit  for  that  due  solemnity  with  which  they 
seemed  to  perform   their  devotions.     In  tra- 
versing the  chapel,  James  observed  a  better 
dressed  man  than  the  rest,  (whom  he  after- 
wards found  to  be  the  owner  of  the  chapel 
and  villa,)  who  lay  on  his  side  worshipping  a 
saint;  although   both   of  them  were  equally 
silent,  as  the  gentleman  had  fallen  asleep.    At 
the  end  of  the  chapel,   James   espied  three 
young  ladies,  elegantly  dressed,  and  sitting  on 
a  form,  adoring  a  stone  figure,  and  muttering 
something  to  it,  while  they  were  also  count- 
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ing  a  string  of  beads  that  hung  round  their 
necks. 

James  continued  to  walk  backwards  and 
forwards ;  but,  finding  that  no  notice  was 
taken  of  him,  he  sat  down  beside  them,  and 
next  the  one  who  was  most  devout  in  wor- 
shipping the  saint.  By  this  means  he  had  a 
complete  view  of  her  face,  which  he  thought 
the  most  enchanting  that  he  had  ever  seen. 
She  had  neither  cap  nor  bonnet  on  her  head ; 
her  jet-black  hair,  which  was  curled,  hung 
down  in  tresses ;  her  eyes  were  black;  her  cheeks 
were  dimpled,  and  as  red  as  rubies ;  while  her 
mouth  and  lips  were  so  expressive  and  beau- 
tiful, that  James  was,  in  spite  of  his  wretched 
condition,  completely  smitten  ;  and,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life,  found  that  he  was  in  love. 
The  eyes  of  this  fair  lady  being  still  directed 
towards  the  image  of  the  saint,  she  continued 
to  repeat  the  Ave  Marias ;  but,  on  counting  her 
beads,  she  soon  discovered  that  very  few  were 
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left;  while  James  was  very  sorry  that  she 
must  leave  him  so  soon,  as  he  could  have 
looked  on  her  with  admiration  all  night,  come 
of  his  friends  on  the  road  what  might. 

This  accident  afforded  James  another  proof 
of  the  versatility  of  human  beings,  since  he 
himself,  who  had  hitherto  maintained  the 
complete  command  of  all  his  passions,  was  at 
last  overcome  by  the  power  of  enchanting 
love ;  while  it  also  taught  him  this  lesson, 
that  human  nature,  though  infinitely  diversi- 
fied by  the  influence  of  adventitious  circum- 
stances, is  everywhere,  and  in  every  one,  ra- 
dically the  same. 

At  last  the  fair  lady's  beads  were  finished, 
when  she  rose  from  her  seat  with  a  smile  that 
added  a  new  ray  of  beauty  to  her  charms,  and, 
putting  the  beads  into  her  pocket,  withdrew. 
James  afterwards  learned,  that  the  cause  of 
this  penance  was  her  confessing  to  the  priest 
that,  in  an  evil  hour,  she  had  spoken  disre- 
spectfully  of  some   of  her  neighbours,   for 
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which  she  had  expressed  the  most  sincere  con- 
trition. Our  traveller  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  penance  endured  by  the  young  lady 
was  rather  too  severe  for  so  venial  an  offence, 
and  conceived,  when  the  discipline  of  the  Ro- 
mish church  was  so  rigid,  what  an  enormous 
supply  of  beads  must  be  wanted  in  all  the  pro- 
vincial towns  he  had  visited  !  He  was  natural- 
ly led  to  make  this  reflection,  from  finding  in 
his  travels  that,  although  there  was  very  little 
scandal  or  defamation  in  large  cities,  in  small 
towns  every  one  was  found  quarrelling  with 
his  neighbours,  and  aspersing  their  characters 
with  all  the  bitterness  of  indignation.  He 
could  not  understand  how  this  should  be  the 
case,  since  he  thought  that  the  smaller  a  place 
is,  there  is  the  greater  need  for  the  inhabi- 
tants rendering  each  other  happy  ;  and  he  la- 
mented the  practice  of  backbiting  the  more, 
as  all  his  remonstrances  never  had  the  least 
effect  in  making  people  renounce  it. 

After  these  reflections  on  the  prevalence  of 
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scandal,  James  next  made  some  observations 
on  what  he  had  seen  in  the  chapel,  from  which 
he  was  convinced  that  there  is  no  religion,  how- 
ever bad,  which  does  not  produce  some  good 
effects,  since  that  of  the  Catholics  had  given 
this  young  lady  a  lesson  never  to  speak  ill  of 
her  neighbours,  as  she  could  not  do  so  with 
impunity.  Hence  he  concluded,  that  whatever 
species  of  religion  was  the  most  effectual  in 
curing  people  of  their  foibles  and  vices,  ought 
in  all  conscience  to  be  esteemed  the  best.  But 
he  was  sorry  to  find  that,  though  all  denomi- 
nations of  Christians  were  taught,  that  cen- 
soriousness  and  evil-speaking  were  condemned, 
while  kindly  affections  towards  others  were 
enjoined,  the  admonitions  given  them  in 
church  to  avoid  the  former  and  to  practise 
the  latter,  just  went  in  at  the  one  ear  and 
out  at  the  other  ; — as  he  had  known  ladies  of 
all  ages,  old  as  well  as  young,  who  were  so 
much  given  to  defamation,  that  one  would 
have  thought  they  had  never  heard  of  a  pre- 
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cept  forbidding  it,  since  they  vented  indis- 
criminate abuse  against  all  their  acquain- 
tances. 

"  But  what  words,""  as  an  eminent  author 
says,  "  can  express  the  impertinence  of  a 
female  tongue  let  loose  into  boundless  loqua- 
city ?  Protect  me,  ye  powers  of  gentleness  ! 
That  men  are  frightened  at  female  pedantry 
is  very  certain  ;  a  lady  that  affects  to  dispute, 
to  decide,  to  dictate  on  every  subject,  that 
betrays,  in  short,  a  boundless  intemperance  of 
tongue,  together  with  an  unextinguishable  pas- 
sion for  shining  by  the  splendour  of  her  sup- 
posed talents,  such  a  woman  is  truly  insuffer- 
able."  FORDYCE. 

James  had  known  many  well-meaning 
ladies,  who  were  for  ever  trying  to  convert 
him  to  their  religious  tenets,  under  the  pre- 
tence, as  they  expressed  it,  of  reforming  him  ; 
but  he  could  not  understand  what  they  meant 
by  attempting  such  a  foolish  project,  when  it 
had  been  long  his  chief  business  in  the  world 


ALMAREZ.  191 

to  attempt  reforming  them ;  although  the  zeal 
of  these  devotees  taught  him  this  lesson,  that, 
on  any  subject,  but  particularly  that  of  re- 
ligion, it  was  impossible  to  make  all  persons 
think  alike. 

James  had  also  fallen  in  with  many  of  those 
kinds  of  bigots,  whose  practice  did  not  cor- 
respond with  their  professions  ;  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  they  substituted  mere 
talk  about  religion,  instead  of  the  performance 
of  its  practical  duties  ;  while  his  opinion  was, 
that  he  is  the  best  man  who  does  good  actions 
without  saying  any  thing  about  them. 

After  reasoning  a  long  time  on  the  subject, 
he  at  last  came  to  this  conclusion,  that  how- 
ever men  might  pique  themselves  for  believ- 
ing certain  tenets,  the  most  unequivocal  test 
of  their  being  true  Christians  was,  the  culti- 
vation of  charity  and  love  to  one  another. 

While  these  reflections  passed  through 
James's  mind  on  seeing  the  devotions  of  the 
people  at  the  chapel,  the  young  ladies,  who 
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had  left  their  images  and  retreated  to  the 
door,  naturally  cast  a  look  behind  them,  and, 
perceiving  that  our  traveller  had  neither  coat 
nor  hat,  they  instantly  took  him  for  a  mendi- 
cant ;  but,  on  looking  down,  and  seeing  his 
feet  without  shoes,  and  his  legs  besmeared 
with  mud,  they  gave  a  loud  scream,  thinking 
that  they  had  sat  all  the  evening  beside  a 
maniac.  They  had  no  sooner  expressed 
their  alarm  in  this  way,  than  a  person,  who 
seemed  to  be  one  in  authority,  seized  James 
by  the  arm,  asking  him  from  what  house  of 
correction  he  had  escaped,  and  civilly  offer- 
ing to  see  him  safely  locked  up  again,  with- 
out fee  or  reward. 

At  such  an  address  James  started  back, 
and,  holding  out  his  arm  in  a  horizontal  pos- 
ture, exclaimed, — 

"  If  madness  is  to  be  found  any  where,  it 
has  certainly  taken  up  its  residence  here ;  as 
I  behold  a  number  of  rational  beings  renounc- 
ing their  reason,  by  worshipping  stones  and 
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blocks  of  marble,  and  have  witnessed  these 
ladies  leaving  their  Christian  leaders  to  be 
stewed  with  the  smoke  and  smell  of  old  wax- 
candles,  which  (if  they  themselves  were  in  the 
same  condition),  would,  in  one  week,  render 
them  as  useless  to  mankind  as  that  block/' 

Having  thus  spoken,  James  was  glad  to 
make  a  retreat ;  well  knowing  that  language 
such  as  he  had  used  might  render  him  amen- 
able to  the  laws  of  the  church,  which  he  had 
vilified  and  contemned.  And  he  was  not  mis- 
taken in  this  apprehension  ;  for  the  person  he 
addressed  gave  instant  orders  to  have  him 
seized  and  conveyed  to  a  room  in  the  house, 
and  locked  up,  until  he  was  examined  by  Don 
Boxilla,  the  proprietor,  respecting  his  heresy. 
James  was  accordingly  hauled  off,  and  lodged 
in  a  gloomy  apartment,  where  he  remained 
for  more  than  an  hour  in  a  state  of  consider- 
able agitation. 

At  last  Don  Boxilla  made  his  appearance, 
followed  by  two  or  three  persons  of  distinc- 

VOL.  IV.  I 
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tion,  and,  walking  up  to  James,  who  lay  upon 
a  sofa  in  a  reclining  posture,  thus  addressed 
him  : — 

"  You  seem,  sir,  to  have  mistaken  this  re- 
sidence of  mine  for  some  other ;  or  perhaps 
you  require  assistance  in  restoring  you  to 
some  place  which  you  may  have  imprudently 
left." 

From  this  address  James  concluded,  that 
the  owner  of  the  mansion  entertained  the 
same  opinion  of  him  as  the  church-officer,  and 
for  some  moments  he  remained  speechless. 
But,  thinking  of  what  importance  the  interview 
was  to  himself  and  his  unfortunate  relations, 
he  rose  from  the  sofa,  and,  making  a  respect- 
ful bow,  which  was  followed  by  holding  out 
his  hand,  he  thus  replied, — 

"  Behold,  signor,  an  unfortunate  traveller, 
whose  dearest  relations,  travelling  in  a  car- 
riage on  their  way  to  Truxillo,  have,  from 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  been  overturned 
not  far  from  Alvarez,  and  who  have  been  for 
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some  hours  in  a  pitiable  condition  from  want 
of  relief." 

"  How  far,"  interrupted  Boxilla,  "  may 
they  be  from  this  place  ?" 

"  They  may,"  replied  James,  *'  be  per- 
haps a  mile  distant ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  exactly,  as  I  left  them  in  this  dark 
night  to  go  in  quest  of  some  beneficent  per- 
sons to  relieve  them ;  and,  in  proceeding 
along  the  road,  I  discovered  a  light,  which  I 
followed  through  a  quagmire  at  least  three 
feet  deep,  where  my  shoes  came  off,  and  all 
my  clothes  were  bespattered  with  mud,  as 
you  now  behold  them.  I  then  leaped  a  wall, 
and,  after  making  my  way  through  a  forest, 
arrived  at  this  mansion  whence  I  saw  the 
light ;  but  I  had  no  sooner  entered  it,  than 
I  was  attacked  by  a  furious  dog,  that  has 
ahnost  torn  my  clothes  to  pieces.  After 
escaping  from  it,  I  knocked  at  a  door,  and 
was  conducted  to  the  chapel,  whence  I  have 
been  dragged  to  this  place." 
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This  address,  delivered  by  James  in  his 
best  style,  struck  Don  Boxilla  with  astonish- 
ment ; — he  beheld  before  him  an  unfortunate 
traveller,  who,  (although  in  the  attire  of  a 
mendicant),  from  his  manner  and  address,  ap- 
peared to  be  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  edu- 
cation, and  therefore  entitled  to  hospitable 
treatment. 

"  For,'"*  thought  he,  "  accidents  may  and 
do  befall  the  best,  and  who  is  exempt  from 
the  troubles  of  life  ?'' 

The  favourable  opinion  which  Don  Boxilla 
thus  intuitively  formed  of  our  traveller,  arose 
from  the  politeness  which  he  exhibited, — a 
circumstance  that  may  serve  to  shew  the  im- 
portance of  its  cultivation  in  early  life,  from 
its  subsequent  advantages  as  men  advance  in 
years. 

In  the  meantime,  the  curiosity  of  the  young 
ladies  to  know  the  character  of  James  was 
roused  to  such  a  pitch,  that  they  had  slipped 
into  the  room  behind  their  father's  attend- 
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ants,  and,  during  our  hero''s  address,  they 
every  now  and  then  raised  up  both  their 
hands  at  such  a  tale  of  wo  as  he  unfolded. 

A  servant  now  entered,  bearing  the  skirt  of 
James's  cloak,  which,  he  said,  he  had  with 
difficulty  taken  from  the  dog,  in  a  state  so 
mutilated,  that  it  had  no  small  resemblance 
to  red  and  blue  rags  which  had  gone  through 
the  first  operation  in  making  paper.  Ano- 
ther servant  also  brought  in  his  hat,  which 
had  fallen  off  his  head  beyond  the  mastiff's 
reach,  and  which,  being  of  the  tyro-manufac- 
ture, adorned  with  diamonds  and  precious 
stones,  soon  convinced  Don  Boxilla  and  his 
daughters,  that  James  must  undoubtedly  be 
some  great  man. 

The  former  accordingly  ordered  his  ser- 
vants to  be  in  readiness  to  attend  our  traveller 
in  a  waggon,  which  he  provided  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  his  relations,  and  even  offered 
to  go  along  with  him  to  render  them  assistance. 
James  would  scarcely  permit  Don  Boxilla  to 
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put  himself  to  this  additional  trouble;  but 
thankfully  accepted  of  some  of  his  apparel, 
and  was  now  again  comfortably  attired. 

The  servants  immediately  set  out  with  the 
waggon ;  and  Don  Boxilla,  in  accompanying 
James  along  the  borders  of  the  morass,  pointed 
out  several  old  coal-pits,  which  our  traveller 
had  most  luckily  escaped ;  for,  as  they  were  not 
surrounded  by  a  railing,  he  might  have  easily 
fallen  into  one  of  them,  and  been  dashed  in 
pieces.  When  our  hero  saw  the  empty  coal- 
pits, his  nerves  trembled,  his  knees  shook  un- 
der him,  and  he  justly  considered  his  deliver- 
ance from  such  imminent  danger,  as  the  great- 
est he  had  met  with  in  the  course  of  his  tra- 
vels. 

In  the  meantime,  Don  Riazo  and  the  ladies 
had  become  alarmed  about  James''s  safety,  as 
he  had  now  been  absent  for  many  hours,  and 
there  was  no  appearance  of  his  return.  They 
formed  the  most  gloomy  conjectures  about 
what  had  befallen  him  ;  one  conceiving  that 
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he  had  been  robbed ;  another,  that  he  had 
been  drowned  ;  and  a  third,  that  he  had  fallen 
down  a  precipice ; — and  they  now  reproached 
themselves  for  having  suffered  him  to  go  one 
step  out  of  their  hearing.     In  the  midst  of 
this  anxiety,  which  was  now  verging  towards 
despair,   they  looked  up,  and  perceived  at  a 
distance  the  appearance  of  innumerable  lights 
advancing  towards  them;    and,    in    a    short 
time,  the  procession  came  so  near,  that  they 
could   distinguish   two    persons    sitting    in    a 
waggon.      When   at  last  it  approached    the 
spot  with  a  full  display  of  lights,  what  was  the 
astonishment  of  Don  Boxilla  at  seeing  a  chaise 
with  the  wheels  uppermost ! — There  was  now 
no  time  to  be  lost  in  discussion ;  the  object 
was  to  relieve  the  prisoners,   who,  after  re- 
ceiving the  condolence  and  congratulation  of 
Don  Boxilla,  proceeded,  along  with  the  whole 
party,  to  follow  him  until  they  arrived  at  his 
hospitable  dwelling. 

During  the  absence  of  that  gentleman,  his 
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daughters  had  prepared  a  splendid  supper; 
while  the  strangers  were  requested  to  consider 
themselves  at  home.  Boxilla  now  gave  a 
grand  entertainment,  and  a  display  of  wines, 
which  cheered  the  spirits  of  our  unfortunate 
travellers,  who,  from  being  lately  in  the  very 
gulf  of  misery,  were  now  transported  to  the 
summit  of  happiness. 

"  Such  then,"  thought  James,  "  are  the 
constant  changes  to  which  life  is  liable ;  we 
may  to-day  be  in  adversity,  and  to-morrow  in 
prosperity ;  hopes  and  disappointments  fol- 
low each  other  in  rapid  succession ;  joy  may 
gild  our  prospects  this  hour,  and  sorrow 
lower  over  them  the  next; — but,  whatever 
ensues  in  the  tragi-comic  opera  of  human  ex- 
istence, this  at  least  is  certain,  that  all  the 
difficulties  which  we  surmount  in  doing  our 
duty  shall  ultimately  have  their  reward." 

These  reflections  were  naturally  suggested 
to  our  traveller  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  his  situation,  and  the  extraordinary  vicissi- 
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tudes  of  adverse  fortune  which  he  had  lately 
experienced. 

Meanwhile  the  generous  owner  of  the  man- 
sion of  Alcalza  not  only  entertained  his  guests 
with  unbounded  hospitality,  but  also  insisted 
that  they  should  not  depart  from  his  house 
till  they  were  perfectly  recovered.  They 
thanked  him  politely  for  his  great  kindness, 
and,  having  agreed  to  remain  a  day  or  two, 
went  to  bed  with  hearts  filled  with  gratitude 
to  their  generous  benefactor. 

In  reflecting  on  the  strange  occurrences  of 
that  day,  James  could  not  sleep,  but  began 
to  moralize  in  the  following  strain  : — He  con- 
sidered his  escape  from  the  coal-pits  as  the 
greatest  deliverance  he  had  ever  met  with  ; 
although,  in  taking  a  retrospect  of  what  had 
formerly  befallen  him,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  his  life,  for  some  years  past, 
had  been  a  series  of  miraculous  adventures. 
For  he  had,  in  setting  out  on  his  travels, 
been  almost  blown  away  by  the  wind,  and 
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soon  after  very  nearly  shipwrecked  ;  he  had 
again  been  well  nigh  drowned  and  burned 
alive ;  he  had  almost  got  his  neck  broken  by 
falling  down  a  stair,  and  his  skull  cracked  by 
a  red-hot  poker ;  he  had  been  in  perils  of 
robbers,  of  bullies,  and  of  madmen ;  he  had 
been  often  nearly  worried  by  dogs,  and  in 
danger  of  wild  beasts ; — in  short,  he  had  en- 
countered more  hazards  in  the  course  of  his 
travels,  than  he  believed  had  ever  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  any  other  man  ;  and  yet,  thanks  to 
Providence  !  he  had  escaped  them  all,  and 
was  on  his  way  homeward  to  enjoy  repose 
after  all  his  labours. 

Musing  in  this  manner,  he  naturally  be- 
thought himself  of  his  present  condition,  and 
his  heart  so  overflowed  with  love  to  Don  Box- 
ilia,  that  he  conceived  him  to  be  the  very  best 
of  human  beings ;  nay,  so  enthusiastic  was  he 
for  a  moment  on  this  point,  that  he  did  not 
believe  there  was  a  bad  man  to  be  found  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.     His  feelings,  indeed, 
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in  this  respect,  were  at  variance  with  his  judg- 
ment ;  but,  although  he  had  long  travelled 
for  the  purpose  of  reforming  mankind,  he 
found  that,  notwithstanding  the  vicious  cha- 
racters that  are  to  be  met  with  in  society, 
many  men  were  so  truly  virtuous  as  not  to 
stand  in  need  of  any  great  reformation. 

"  Elysian  dreams  shall  hover  round  his  bed  ; 
The  soul  shall  wing,  on  pleasing  fancies  borne, 
To  shining  vales  where  flowerets  lift  their  head, 
Waked  by  the  breathing  zephyrs  of  the  morn.'' 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

On  awaking  next  morning,  James  found 
himself  in  very  high  spirits,  which  he 
ascribed  to  the  relief  from  depression  which 
he  had  experienced  the  preceding  night. 
He  now  began  to  dress ;  and,  in  honour  of 
the  ladies  of  Tavira,  he  put  on  the  splendid 
attire  which  they  had  presented  to  him,  and 
which,  from  not  being  worn  during  his  pere- 
grinations, but  preserved  in  his  trunk  for  ex- 
traordinary occasions,  had  every  appearance 
of  being  almost  new.  In  surveying  the  gar- 
ments, and  reflecting  on  his  yesterday's  attack 
of  the  tender  passion,  he  thought  that,  on 
arriving  at  Carvanty,  he  could  not  do  better 
than  make  choice  of  one  of  his  favourite  ladies 
at  Tavira  for  a  wife,  and  settle  at  home,  since 
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he  had  now  seen  more  of  human  life  and 
manners  than  any  other  traveller,  either  in 
ancient  or  modern  times.  Such  were  his  re- 
flections on  unfolding  the  rich  Spanish  cloak  of 
red  silk,  lined  with  white  satin,  and  trimmed 
with  gold ;  together  with  his  white  beaver, 
red  feathers,  and  star  of  diamonds.  After  be- 
ing equipped  in  this  elegant  dress,  he  appeared 
by  far  the  best-looking  man  in  Spain  ;  while, 
at  the  same  time,  he  was  void  of  that  self- 
consequential  dignity  which  the  grandees  of 
the  Spanish  provinces,  and  the  self-conceited, 
imaginary  great,  little  men  in  other  countries, 
generally  assume. 

Upon  going  down  stairs,  and  entering  the 
breakfast-room,  where  Don  Boxilla  and  the 
ladies  were  assembled,  he  made  a  graceful 
bow,  and,  shaking  his  worthy  friend  by  the 
hand,  assured  him  that  such  kindness  as  his 
should  never  be  forgotten  either  by  himself 
or  by  his  relations. 

Meanwhile  the  ladies,  who  could  not  ima- 
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gine  that  our  traveller,  now  equipped  in  the 
splendid  attire  of  a  first-rate  cavalier,  was  the 
same  person  whom  they  had  seen  last  night 
in  rags,  rose  up  one  after  another,  and  left 
the  room,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  what 
grandee  their  father  had  the  honour  of  enter- 
taining. On  entering  the  parlour,  they  found 
one  of  the  maid -servants  arranging  some  ar- 
ticles of  china  on  the  table ;  and  the  youngest 
accordingly  thus  addressed  her  : — 

"  Can  you  tell  me,  Margietta,  what  great 
cavalier  has  just  now  arrived  ? — in  what  sort 
of  carriage  did  he  come  ? — and  who  are  his 
attendants  ?" 

"  Arrive  !"  cried  the  servant ;  *'  there  has 
no  cavalier,  nor  any  other  person,  entered  the 
house  since  last  night ;  and  the  cavalier,  whom 
you  now  refer  to,  is  the  same  who  was  your 
attendant  and  admirer  last  evening  at  the 
chapel !" 

This  explanation  increased  their  astonish- 
ment, as  it  appeared  to  them  quite  incredible 
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that  a  ragged  mendicant,  who  seemed  to  ex- 
hibit all  the  symptoms  of  a  maniac,  should  in 
one  night  be  transformed  into  the  best-dressed 
and  best-looking  man  in  Spain.  They  could 
not,  therefore,  believe  such  an  apparent  im- 
possibility ;  they  stood  gazing  at  each  other 
with  wonder  and  amazement ;  and  they  ran- 
sacked in  their  fancy  all  the  records  of  fiction 
for  a  parallel  phenomenon,  but  in  vain. 

They  now  accordingly  agreed  to  return, 
and  endeavour  to  discover  if  such  a  transfor- 
mation had  really  happened  ;  concluding,  if 
it  had,  that  either  the  one  or  the  other  had  a 
chance  for  a  change  of  name.  On  their  re- 
entering the  room,  James  accosted  them  with 
his  usual  politeness,  as  he  had  by  this  time 
got  the  better  of  his  diffidence  ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  found  none  either  in  the  looks  or 
appearance  of  her  who  had  so  lately  ri vetted 
his  attention.  The  father's  kindness  to  James 
was  unbounded,  and  the  more  valuable  from 
its  being  disinterested,  as  he  could  have  no 
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particular  purpose  to  serve,  except  that  of 
displaying  his  benevolence.  Our  traveller, 
indeed,  conceived  that  Boxilla  might  be  ac- 
tuated, like  many  others,  with  a  desire  of  ob- 
taining him  as  a  husband  for  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters ;  but  there  was  no  reason  to  think  so,  as 
the  worthy  proprietor  of  Alcalza  had  a  kindly 
feeling  towards  all  mankind. 

When  breakfast  was  over,  James  proposed 
to  take  a  walk,  were  it  agreeable  to  the  young 
ladies.  They  instantly  consented  to  do  so 
without  delay,  and  hastened  up  stairs  to  dress 
themselves  before  setting  out.  Our  love-struck 
traveller  waited  a  long  time  for  their  return ; 
but  they  were  so  much  occupied  in  vying 
with  each  other  who  should  appear  in  the 
finest  dress,  and  to  the  greatest  advantage,  as 
to  be  in  no  great  hurry  in  coming  down  stairs. 
James,  in  the  meantime,  became  so  impa- 
tient, that  he  went  out  and  walked  backwards 
and  forwards  before  the  door,  and,  in  passing 
the  parlour  window,  beheld  three  beauties  in 
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the  room  arranging  some  point,  which,  he 
afterwards  learned,  was  their  drawing  lots 
who  should  take  hold  of  his  arm. 

James  thought  that,  had  he  now  appeared 
in  his  yesterday's  garb  there  would  have  been 
no  drawing  of  lots  in  the  case ;  and  perceived, 
from  this  example,  what  effect  dress  has  in 
gaining  the  good  opinion  of  the  ladies. 

They  now  proceeded  to  take  their  walk, 
and  were  astonished,  in  passing  through  the 
neighbouring  villages,  to  perceive  the  inmates 
flocking  to  the  doors  to  look  at  them  as  if 
they  had  been  a  show.  Our  traveller  now 
expressed  a  wish  to  go  and  examine  the  con- 
dition of  the  carriage ;  and  the  ladies  (as  all 
other  women  would  have  been  on  this  occa- 
sion) were  equally  desirous  to  see  it.  On 
reaching  the  spot,  James  was  glad  to  find  the 
vehicle  very  little  damaged  ;  while  the  ladies 
could  not  sufficiently  admire  its  elegant  ap- 
pearance, and  were  more  and  more  convinced 
what   sort  of  grandees   they   entertained   as 


210   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

their  guests.  During  their  walk,  Don  Box- 
ilia  dropt  such  hints  and  innuendos  as  led 
James  to  suppose,  that,  were  he  to  make 
advances  to  any  of  his  daughters,  they  would 
not  be  rejected  ;  though  these  were  delivered 
with  such  delicacy  as  prudence  recommend- 
ed, and  yet  so  explicitly  as  to  be  understood 
to  apply  to  the  lady  with  whom  our  hero  was 
enamoured. 

Of  this  suggestion,  Don  Riazo  entertained 
a  doubtful  opinion  ;  for,  although  he  allowed 
that  it  was  in  a  high  degree  complimentary  to 
James,  yet  he  thought  that  it  should  have 
come  from  him ;  but,  as  this  was  leap-year,  it 
was  considered  as  the  exercise  of  a  certain 
privilege  claimed  by  the  ladies,  and  therefore 
quite  excusable. 

Such  then  was  the  speedy  change  produced 
in  James''s  favour  by  his  grandee-dress ;  for, 
as  he  had  yesterday  adored  the  ladies  in  the 
chapel,  so  they  now  adored  him  in  return, 
and  even  let  fall  some  expressions  about  hav- 
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ing  no  objection  to  a  change  of  name,  and  of 
religion  too  if  that  were  requisite.  But  the 
whole  of  their  discourse  was  so  wrapt  up  in 
enigmas  and  metaphors,  that  James  would 
have  been  at  a  loss  to  understand  it,  had  it 
not  been  from  the  expressive  winks  and  side- 
glances  which  the  ladies  gave  to  him  and  to 
one  another.  By  this  assiduity  he  was  so 
highly  flattered,  as  to  forget  his  usual  gravity 
of  deportment ;  and  he  reproached  himself  for 
being  thus  overcome  by  the  blandishments  of 
his  fair  admirers,  when  he  had,  during  the 
whole  course  of  his  travels,  set  ail  the  ladies 
he  met  with  at  defiance. 

They  now  returned  to  Don  Boxilla's  man- 
sion ;  and,  while  preparations  for  dinner  were 
going  on,  James  was  requested  by  Riazo  to  take 
a  walk  in  the  garden,  where  he  intended  to  give 
him  some  information  relative  to  what  had  trans- 
pired during  their  late  excursion.  Riazo  then 
told  him  that  the  youngest  of  Don  Boxilla's 
daughters  had  declared  to  himself,  that  she 
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had  formed  a  very  strong  attachment  for 
James,  and  that  she  had  chosen  to  communi- 
cate it  to  him  as  he  was  a  married  man,  who 
could  the  more  safely  be  intrusted  with  the 
secret.  James,  in  return,  averred  that  he 
liad  an  equal  affection  for  her,  and  that,  al- 
though the  avowal  on  the  lady's  part  appeared 
somewhat  singular,  he  had  begun  to  weigh  all 
the  circumstances  in  his  scale  of  inquiry,  whe- 
ther he  and  she  would  be  a  suitable  match  for 
each  other. 

He  thought,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
young  lady's  declaration  proved  the  strong 
affection  she  must  have  for  him ;  and  also  re- 
dounded greatly  to  her  honour,  as  he  had 
heard  of  young  ladies,  who,  when  they  were 
assured  of  having  their  lovers  fairly  hooked, 
took  a  pleasure  in  seeing  their  love-sick  swains 
falling  prostrate  before  them,  and,  writhing 
with  anguish,  imploring  them  to  take  pity  on 
their  humble  slaves; — while  they  could  receive 
the   addresses   of  other  suitors,   dance  with 
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them,  and  flirt  about,  for  the  purpose  of  tor- 
menting their  faithful  admirers.  Such  a 
practice,  he  thought,  was  more  cruel  than 
that  of  anglers,  who,  when  they  have  hooked 
a  fish,  drag  him  after  them  in  the  stream  till 
the  poor  animal  is  quite  exhausted,  solely  for 
their  own  diversion  and  amusement.  James 
therefore  considered  such  ladies  as  petty  ty- 
rants, who  exercised  their  little  brief  autho- 
rity over  their  vassals  who  were  tame  enough 
to  submit  to  it,  and  lamented  that  their  lovers 
should  be  so  void  of  spirit  as  not  to  spurn 
such  usage  with  contempt,  and  leave  their 
dulcineas  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of  their  own 
haughtiness  in  a  state  of  single  blessedness. 
Nay,  he  was  of  opinion  that  such  ladies  did 
not  deserve  a  husband,  as  they  manifested 
the  spirit  of  a  shrew  before  marriage,  and  it 
would,  in  spite  of  their  hypocrisy,  be  impos- 
sible to  tame  them  after  it.  In  thus  con- 
sidering the  conduct  of  many  ladies,  and  con- 
trasting it  with  that  of  Don  Boxilla's  daugh- 
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ter,  he  could  not  help  admiring  her  amiable 
character,  persuaded  that  she  would  be  a  far 
more  affectionate  wife  than  many  who  swore 
submission  to  their  husbands  at  the  altar,  and 
was  extremely  sorry  that,  for  certain  reasons, 
she  never  could  be  his. 

James,  having  now  exhausted  all  his  ideas 
on  this  subject,  had  recourse  to  his  memo- 
randum-book for  farther  information ;  and 
was  confirmed  in  his  belief  of  the  bad  effects 
of  caprice  among  the  ladies,  on  finding  that 
instances  of  husbands  ruling  their  wives,  bore 
no  proportion  to  the  number  of  wives  that 
ruled  their  husbands  and  all  around  them  with 
a  rod  of  iron. 

From  this  note- book  he  also  found,  that 
more  dangers  are  likely  to  ensue  from  mar- 
riage than  he  had  at  first  anticipated  ;  for,  as 
he  had  known  married  men  who  seemed  in- 
different about  their  wives,  and  yet  proved 
much  better  husbands  than  many  who  made  a 
great  pretence  of  kindness,  although  they  had 
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no  more  of  it  than  a  hedgehog, — so  he  appre- 
hended that  it  might  be  the  case  with  wives, 
and  therefore  concluded  that  it  was  not  safe 
to  trust  to  appearances  in  estimating  female 
characters.  James  had  also  remarked  with 
what  modesty  some  young  ladies  behave  be- 
fore marriage,  who  speedily  become  so  con- 
ceited after  it,  that  they  put  him  in  mind  of 
Dr  Fiscari's  daughters,  who,  when  young, 
were  apparently  dumb  altogether ;  but,  when 
they  grew  a  little  older,  acquired  the  use  of  that 
unruly  member,  the  tongue,  to  such  a  degree 
as  alarmed  all  about  them  for  the  safety  of 
their  hearing. 

As  James  had  travelled  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  both  the  male  and  female  part  of 
society,  he  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
latter,  thinking  them  more  easily  reclaimable 
than  the  former ;  but  what  was  his  surprise, 
when,  on  visiting  several  houses,  he  witnessed 
the  domineering  temper  of  some  married  ladies, 
which  often  reminded  him  of  the  scolding  of 
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fish-wives,  or  the  swearing  of  a  boatswain  on 
board  of  a  man-of-war.  When  such  was  the 
case,  thought  James,  marriage  becomes  a 
hazardous  undertaking ;  and,  observing  how 
much  unhappiness  frequently  arises  from  the 
caprices  of  wives,  he  thought  that  a  parody 
on  a  saying  of  the  wise  man  might  express  the 
truth,  if  it  ran  thus  : — "  When  the  husband 
is  in  authority,  the  people  rejoice ;  but,  when 
the  wife  bears  rule,  the  people  mourn." 

James  had  many  reasons  for  not  marrying 
at  this  time,  one  of  the  most  important  of 
which  was,  lest  the  crotchet  he  had  taken  of 
seeing  the  world  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect,  and  the  plans  he  had  laid  for  some 
other  peregrinations  be  thereby  defeated.  In- 
deed, there  was  still  a  wide  field  for  discovery 
left  unexplored,  since  many  countries  and 
islands  required  as  much  to  be  reformed  by 
our  traveller,  as  those  provinces  of  Spain  which 
he  was  now  perambulating ;  and  hence,  should 

he  encumber  himself  with  a  wife,  he  might 
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perhaps  have  to  leave  her  behind  him.  In 
that  case,  seven  years  would  be  too  long  for 
the  lady  to  remain  alone,  unless  he  should 
take  her  along  with  him  ;  but  the  idea  of  her 
being  perhaps  obliged  to  sleep  in  a  hammock 
or  a  hamper,  or  of  being  even  worried  by 
wolves  or  dogs,  would  create  in  him  such  a 
degree  of  uneasiness,  as  to  banish  every  sage 
reflection  from  his  head,  and  render  him  in- 
capable of  pursuing  his  travels  either  with 
pleasure  or  advantage. 

Another  motive  might  prevent  James  from 
taking  to  himself  a  wife,  since  she  might,  as 
one  of  the  (h'amatis  personoe  in  their  expedi- 
tion, be  obliged  to  act  her  part  along  with 
him, — sometimes  perhaps  in  the  capacity  of  a 
cook-maid,  and  not  only  have  her  face  be- 
smeared with  grease,  but  even  her  nose  twist- 
ed for  over-roasting  a  turkey ;  and,  in  that 
case,  she  would  have  to  turn  virago  in  stand- 
ing her  ground  and  supporting  her  dignity. 

VOL.   IV.  K 
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At  other  times,  she  might  be  obliged  to  cry 
ballads  for  turning  the  penny,  or  carry  a 
basket,  crying  oysters  and  cockles.  She  might 
even  find  it  necessary  to  act  as  a  cady,  and 
carry  home  a  string  of  hens,  eels,  and  had- 
docks, in  spite  of  her  dislike  to  such  em- 
ployments. Now,  he  easily  foresaw  that  such 
occupations  as  these  would  disqualify  his  wife 
for  genteel  company,  into  which  he  might  be 
often  introduced ;  and  thus  he  would  utterly 
fail  in  doing  that  good  to  others,  which  he 
proposed  as  the  object  of  his  travels. 

When  James  had  thus  given  Riazo  his 
opinion  on  the  question  at  issue,  they  left  the 
garden,  and  joined  the  ladies,  who,  it  seems, 
had  not  neglected  to  accomplish  themselves  in 
that  art  for  which  ladies  have  so  great  a  pre- 
dilection,— the  art  of  music, — as  they  were 
thrumming  on  the  guitar  and  other  musical 
instruments.  It  was  unlucky  that  they  were 
so  engaged  at  this  time  ;  for,   as  no  one  in 
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that  part  of  the  country,  above  the  rank  of  a 
stable-boy,  ever  played  on  the  fiddle,  from 
thinking  it  a  degrading  kind  of  amusement,-— 
James,  in  spite  of  this  prejudice,  which  he 
iipputed  to  false  pride,  ran  to  his  trunk  and 
brought  out  his  Cremona,  which,  to  his  asto- 
nishment, put  the  ladies  to  flight ;  and  even 
his  fair  admirer  fainted  at  the  sight  of  such  a 
piece  of  vulgarity.  This  occurrence  speedily 
convinced  him  that  she  could  never  be  a  wife 
to  him,  as  he  was  determined  that  whoever 
he  might  marry  should  be  pleased,  were  he 
to  thrumb  all  day  like  thunder  on  a  frying- 
pan  ;  and  she,  in  spite  of  her  fine  feelings, 
be  obliged  to  join  in  the  chorus.  This  ex- 
hibition did  not  pass  without  observation 
from  the  ladies,  who  now  lost  all  conceit  of 
James;  although  he.  cared  not  what  they 
thought  of  him  for  playing  on  the  fiddle,  well 
knowing  that  without  it  he  might  have  starved. 
In  the  meantime,  a  bell  announced  dinner, 
which,  from  the  sumptuous  dishes  produced. 
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afforded  James  a  proof  that  the  ladies  had  not 
been  idle.  From  respect  to  his  guests,  Don 
Boxilla  had  invited  two  priests,  who  were 
gentlemen  of  good  education,  and  a  convivial 
turn  of  mind.  They  had  less  of  that  stiff, 
reserved,  and  constrained  appearance  which 
generally  characterizes  priests,  than  any  of  that 
fraternity  he  had  ever  met  with  ;  as  they  were 
humorous,  jocose,  and  free, — and  might,  even 
in  spite  of  their  profession,  have  passed  for 
brothers  pf  the  buskin.  This  was  a  new  dis- 
covery to  James,  who  seldom  saw  any  of  these 
persons,  except  in  passing  them  on  the  street, 
where  they  were  equal  adepts  at  the  polite 
bow  and  ceremonious  introduction;  and  where 
they  made  and  received  so  many  bows  and 
courtesies,  that  they  must  have  been  no  small 
customers  to  the  hat-makers. 

During  the  repast,  the  ladies  sat  at  table  in 
the  easy  style  which  distinguishes  persons  who 
have  seen  good  company  ;  and  were  even  ex- 
amples of  politeness  and  modesty,  very  different 
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from  many  whom  James  had  seen  in  his  tra- 
vels, that  put  on  such  airs  as  made  him  laugh  at 
their  vanity  and  self-importance.  Indeed,  the 
whole  of  the  party  seemed  on  a  level ;  and, 
from  their  ease  and  afFabihty,  James  was  led 
to  remark  that  some  kind  of  unaccountable 
charm  influences  persons  collected  at  a  dinner, 
which  appears  to  alter  their  manners  for  the 
time ;  as  he  had  often  known  individuals  of 
the  most  overbearing  tempers  become  as  meek 
as  lambs  while  sitting  at  table,  although,  the 
moment  that  they  left  it,  their  ferocious  dis- 
position immediately  returned,  and  they  would 
have  snarled  at  every  one  they  met  with. 
James  also  found  that,  in  general,  the  truly 
great  and  respectable  were  always  the  easiest 
in  their  manners,  and  their  access  also ;  while 
their  clerks  and  their  butlers  assumed  such 
stately  airs,  that  nobody  durst  speak  to  them 
for  fear  of  receiving  a  saucy  answer. 

At  the  present  party,  however,  both  the 
guests  and  attendants  were  equally  disposed 
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to  act  their  parts  with  propriety  ;  for,  while 
the  former  helped  each  other  to  the  dishes 
they  liked,  the  latter  arranged  them  in  due 
order,  as  an  old  faithful  domestic  assisted  the 
lackey  in  bringing  in  and  removing  the  plates  ; 
so  that  there  was  no  noise  or  brawling  from 
one  having  overset  the  gravy  sauce,  and  ano- 
ther having  spilt  the  melted  butter ;  but  all 
went  on  as  quiet  as  if  no  servant  had  been 
there,  while  no  haughty  footman,  with  his 
white  powdered  head  and  red  stockings,  dis- 
turbed the  repast. 

But  what  greatly  contributed  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  party  was,  that  the  joints  of  the 
meat  and  fowls  had  been  marked  by  the 
cook;  and  hence  the  inconveniences  arising 
from  cutting  up  these  dishes  were  thus  com- 
pletely obviated.  James  had  often  observed, 
with  concern,  what  a  serious  matter  such 
a  trifling  operation  as  the  dissection  of  a 
hen  became  in  the  hands  of  an  inexperienced 
carver,    who    shewed    as    much    anxiety    in 
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acting  his  part,  as  if  an  estate  had  depended 
on  it ;  for,  if  he  could  not  hit  the  joint,  all 
eyes  were  directed  to  his  dissecting  knife 
and  the  hen's  leg;  and,  if  she  was  old 
or  tough,  he  could  not  cut  her  to  pieces  with- 
out splashing  his  neighbours  with  the  gravy, 
so  that  silk  gowns  and  silk  breeches  were  in 
equal  danger  of  being  completely  spoilt.  Such 
were  the  observations  of  our  sagacious  travel- 
ler on  this  occasion,  which  he  thought  the 
more  suitable,  as  the  entertainment  of  com- 
pany with  sumptuous  dinners  constituted,  in 
spite  of  every  consideration  whatever,  the  chief 
business  of  life  among  the  Spanish  grandees. 

As  soon  as  the  table-cloth  was  removed, 
and  the  glass  began  to  circulate,  a  general 
silence  ensued  among  the  company,  which  no 
one  attempted  to  break.  James,  who  had 
studied  men  and  manners,  knew  well  that 
this  was  often  the  case,  and  was  astonished 
to  find  that  nobody,  in  a  promiscuous  com- 
pany like  this,  thought  of  bringing  forward 
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any  of  their  wise  saws  and  sayings^  to  afford 
a  source  of  entertainment  to  their  neighbours. 
He  was  therefore  led  to  give  it  as  his  opi- 
nion and  recommendation,  that  all  persons 
invited  to  a  party  should,  before  going  to  it, 
select  and  arrange  some  topics  of  discourse, 
which  he  might  introduce  whenever  a  suitable 
occasion  occurred  ;  as  they  would  not  only 
relieve  the  company  from  the  unpleasant 
situation  of  sitting  and  staring  at  each  other 
without  saying  a  word,  but,  most  likely,  be 
followed  by  other  subjects  that  might  serve  as 
topics  of  important  discussion  for  a  whole 
afternoon. 

Such  a  plan,  James  thought,  was  of  greater 
consequence  to  promote  sociality  than  most 
people  imagine  ;  for  if  one  subject  of  conver- 
sation is  not  brought  forward,  perhaps  two 
or  three  may  be  started  at  the  same  time, 
which  must  needs  occasion  a  division  of  the 
company  into  separate  parties,  who  wiH  be 
all  speaking  at  once  on  different  sides  of  a 
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question,  and  thus  occasion  a  complete  uproar 
through  the  whole  room.  When  this  was  the 
case,  James  conceived  what  a  scene  of  confu- 
sion such  a  party  would  present  to  a  sober 
man  who  might  be  introduced  among  them, 
as  he  would  doubtless  think  them  a  set  of 
persons  who  had  escaped  from  Bedlam.  Our 
traveller  also  remarked,  that,  when  a  number 
of  people  were  collected  together  at  a  dinner, 
the  bottle  had  no  small  share  of  influence  in 
all  their  discussions  ;  as  he  had  often  observed 
its  wonderful  powers  in  opening  the  mouths 
of  the  young  and  the  diffident,  who  had  re- 
mained silent  till  it  began  to  operate. 

He  even  perceived,  at  the  festive  board 
where  he  was  now  sitting,  that  every  one 
who  had  a  bumper  before  him,  occasionally 
bawled  out  something  or  another  as  loud  as 
thunder,  without  caring  whether  it  was  sense 
or  nonsense,  provided  it  served  his  purpose 

of  bearing   a   part    in   the    discussion,    and 

k2 
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making  a  certain  quantity  of  noise  that  was 
necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  your  jovial  fel- 
lows, to  render  themselves  happy  mortals. 

At  length  the  company  began  to  move  oft' 
towards  the  drawing-room,  where  James  and 
the  two  priests  joined  the  ladies  ;  while  Riazo 
remained  with  Boxilla  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  matrimonial  subject  already  al- 
luded to, — although  neither  of  them  was  by 
this  time  very  sober,  and  each  gave  different 
explanations  of  it,  to  which  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  could  agree.  But  this  opposi- 
tion of  sentiments  did  not  render  them  the  less 
pleased  with  each  other,  and  the  matter  ended 
in  Riazo  making  the  most  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments to  Boxilla  for  his  hospitality,  and 
promising  that  this  should  not  be  the  last 
time  he  would  see  the  man  who  had  saved 
his  life. 

The  two  friends  had  now  sat  till  a  late 
hour  ;  and,  on  finishing  the  bottle,  agreed  to 
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go  to  bed,  declaring  that  they  had  never  be- 
fore spent  an  evening  so  agreeably  in  the  course 
of  their  lives  : — 

"  Attracted  by  the  magic  of  the  bowl, 
Around  the  swelling  brim  in  full  array, 

The  glasses  circled,  as  the  planets  roll, 

And  hail  with  borrow 'd  light  the  god  of  day." 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Next  morning  the  carriage  was  ordered  to 
the  door ;  and,  after  many  salutations  on  the 
part  of  Boxilla  and  his  daughters,  our  travel- 
lers, after  wishing  them  health  and  happi- 
ness, bade  them  adieu,  and  proceeded  on  their 
journey. 

The  strange  events  that  had  lately  happened 
made  a  deep  impression  on  James's  mind, 
and  produced,  at  least  for  the  present,  a  train 
of  moralizing  very  different  from  what  he 
usually  indulged ;  as  his  heart  was  filled  with 
gratitude  for  the  unparalleled  kindness  which 
he  and  his  friends  had  experienced  from  Don 
Boxiha;  and  he  thought  that  if  the  world 
were  better  known,  a  greater  number  of  bet- 
ter men   would   be  found  in   it   than,   from 
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his  own  experience,  he  could  have  supposed. 
The  party  travelled  on  till  they  reached 
Almarez,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  arrived  at 
Truxillo,  in  time  for  dinner. 

This  place  is  of  considerable  extent,  and 
stands  on  the  side  of  a  hill  near  to  the  river 
Almont.  As  our  travellers  had  taken  an  early 
dinner,  they  all  agreed  that,  in  order  to  get 
home  in  safety  as  soon  as  possible,  it  would 
be  proper  to  hasten  their  journey  ;  so,  calling 
the  landlord,  they  ordered  dinner,  and  re- 
quested him  to  get  them  post-horses  and  a 
skilful  driver  without  delaj^  The  landlord 
instantly  procured  horses,  and  introduced  to 
them  one  of  his  own  postilions,  a  smart-look- 
ing lad,  who  was  well-dressed,  and  seemed  to 
think  himself  a  great  man,  whom  he  recom- 
mended as  the  best  driver  on  all  the  road. 
When  this  jackanapes  was  interrogated  about 
the  route  which  the  party  had  to  travel,  he 
assured  them,  that  no  person  could  go  off  the 
road,  even  were  he  so  inclined,  as  it  was  en- 
closed by  walls  all  the  way  ;  and  that  there 
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was  not  a  hill  to  be  met  with  from  Truxillo 
to  Merida,  which  was  just  half  way  to  Bada- 
jos,  the  capital  of  Estremadura. 

James  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the 
landlord'*s  high  recommendation  of  this  young 
driver,  although  the  party  agreed  to  take 
him ;  so  that,  after  paying  their  bill  and  the 
chaise-hire  to  Merida,  they  again  proceeded 
on  their  journey.  The  afternoon  was  calm 
and  serene,  and  the  road  was  level  for  a  few 
miles ;  but  it  soon  became  so  rugged  and 
hilly,  that  they  were  enraged  at  the  driver 
for  his  false  information,  and  would  fain  have 
turned  back,  lest  he  should  overset  the  car- 
riage, and  expose  them  also  to  the  risk  of  their 
necks  ;  but,  as  the  lad  dismounted  to  lead  the 
horses,  and  was  civil  in  answering  any  ques- 
tions, they  proceeded  on  their  journey,  de- 
lighted with  the  enchanting  scenery  of  hill 
and  dale,  trees  and  forests,  chateaux  and  ham- 
lets, that  were  scattered  around  them.  The 
only  inconvenience  they  suffered  was  the  ex- 
cessive heat  of  a  burning  sun,  which  beat  up- 
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on  their  faces  through  the  carriage-windows ; 
although  it  began  to  abate  about  six  o'clock, 
when  they  arrived  at  a  small  village  called 
Miajados. 

From  this  village  two  roads  diverged  in 
different  directions ;  of  which,  however,  the 
young  driver  was  so  ignorant,  that  he  took 
the  one  to  the  left,  which  led  to  Medellin, 
instead  of  that  to  the  right  (as  he  should 
have  done),  which  conducted  to  Merida,  from 
which  they  were  now  only  twenty  miles  dis- 
tant. He  drove  on  till  they  came  to  the  village 
of  Rena,  after  passing  which  there  seemed  to 
be  no  end  of  the  road  ;  and,  as  the  night  be- 
came dark,  the  party  were  greatly  alarmed 
for  their  safety.  They  therefore  alighted, 
and  walked  onwards,  till  they  found  a  man 
standing  at  a  gate,  at  the  head  of  an  avenue 
which  led  down  to  a  gentleman's  house.  Of 
him  they  inquired  how  far  it  was  to  Merida ; 
and,  on  being  told  that  the  road  they  were 
travelling  did  not  lead  thither,  the  party  be- 
came still  more  alarmed  ;  while  James  asked 
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the  man,  if  he  thought  they  could  procure  ac- 
commodation for  the  night  from  the  lord  of 
the  manor. 

On  being  informed  that  the  owner  of  the 
house  was  from  home,  James  then  asked  if 
there  was  no  inn  or  public-house  where  they 
could  put  up  for  the  night,  but  was  told  that 
there  were  only  two  places  upon  the  road, — 
the  one  a  gunpowder  manufactory,  which  had 
blown  up  more  than  once ;  the  other,  a  snuiF- 
mill,  where  there  was  no  accommodation  for 
strangers,  as  he  himself,  who  wrought  at  it, 
was  obliged  to  sleep  all  night  beside  a  water- 
wheel.  This  information  was  so  discourag- 
ing, that  our  travellers  lost  all  heart  and  spi- 
rit ;  and,  mindful  of  their  late  misfortunes, 
they  determined  to  travel  no  further,  should 
they  even  remain  on  the  road  all  night. 

The  driver  now  became  as  anxious  as  any 
of  them,  not  only  for  himself,  but  also  for  his 
horses,  and  was  accordingly  despatched  to  see 
if  any  place  could  be  found  for  their  accom- 
modation.    He  soon  returned,  and  informed 
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the  party  that  there  was  a  cottage  not  far 
distant,  where  they,  as  well  as  the  horses, 
might  remain  all  night.  On  receiving  this 
intelligence,  James  ordered  the  lad  to  turn 
the  carriage  down  a  narrow  lane,  which  was 
so  rough  as  almost  to  upset  it ;  and  the  party 
then  proceeded  in  quest  of  the  cottage.  In 
advancing  towards  it,  our  hero  anticipated 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  happy  inmates 
seated  round  a  blazing  fire,  their  dishes  of 
porridge  smoking  on  the  table,  and  such  a 
scene  of  rural  felicity  as  is  thus  beautifully 
described  by  Fergusson  :  — 

"  For  the  calm  comforts  of  an  easy  mind, 
In  yonder  lonely  cot  delight  to  dwell. 
And  leave  the  statesman  for  the  labouring  hind. 
The  regal  palace  for  the  lowly  cell." 

In  a  short  time  they  perceived  a  light 
issuing  from  the  cottage,  on  approaching 
which  the  chaise  was  stopped  by  some  peat- 
stacks,  so  that  the  driver  had  to  tack  about, 
and  proceed  in  another  direction  ;  but  all  ac- 


234   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

cess  to  the  house  seemed  to  be  precluded, 
for  they  were  now  like  to  be  overturned  by  a 
number  of  large  stones  (apparently  intended 
as  a  kind  of  causeway),  that  were  thrown  to- 
gether in  such  a  manner,  as  to  have  no  small 
resemblance  to  a  sea-pier.  The  party  now 
got  out  of  the  carriage,  and,  by  the  light  from 
the  window,  groped  their  way  to  the  door  of 
the  cottage.  James  having  rapped  at  it,  was 
instantly  admitted,  and  found  himself  in  a 
large  kitchen  without  ceiling,  which  was  sup- 
plied by  cross-rafters ;  while  the  middle  of 
the  floor  was  occupied  by  a  spacious  chimney 
and  a  blazing  fire.  At  one  side  of  it  sat  an 
old  man  fast  asleep,  while  two  lads  sat  oppo- 
site to  him,  who  took  off  their  hats  when 
James  appeared  ;  there  were  also  two  young 
girls,  one  of  whom  was  knitting  stockings, 
while  the  other  was  playing  with  a  cat. 

Riazo  and  the  ladies  now  followed,  and 
were  delighted  to  behold  such  a  fine  picture 
of  rural  simplicity.  Soon  after,  an  old  wo- 
man, having  some  resemblance  to  a  penny- 
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woody ^  for  she  was  as  thin  as  a  whipping- 
post, and  as  black  as  a  cinder,  who  had  been 
sitting  by  herself  smoking  a  short  pipe, 
no  sooner  saw  the  travellers  enter,  than  she 
laid  it  aside,  declaring,  that  "  such  an  hon- 
our from  so  many  gentles  had  never  been 
paid  her,  since  her  entry  to  the  farm  of  Pos- 
saddon." 

This  address  of  the  old  dame  pleased  James 
exceedingly,  as  he  found  that  she  possessed 
considerable  talents  in  her  own  way  ;  and  in- 
deed she  required  them,  as  her  husband  had 
always  been  an  indolent  wight,  who  did  no- 
thing but  saunter  about  or  doze  away  his 
time,  leaving  his  wife  to  manage  matters  in 
the  best  way  she  could.  It  was  so  far  fortu- 
nate, that  this  old  woman  kept  every  one  of 
the  domestics  to  their  duty,  while  she  ruled 
her  family  with  that  authority  and  prudence 
which  secured  their  obedience  and  gained 
their  esteem. 

By  this  time  all  the  servants  had  gone  to 
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bed  ;  and  their  mistress,  to  avoid  giving  them 
any  excuse  for  lying  too  long  in  the  morning, 
did  not  choose  to  awake  them  for  attending 
her  guests,  but  covered  a  table  for  them  in  a 
small  room,  on  which  she  placed  a  bread- 
basket full  of  oaten  cakes,  several  basins  of 
milk,  and  a  large  bowl  of  porridge,  together 
with  some  long-shanked  horn  spoons ;  and, 
by  way  of  apology  for  her  humble  fare,  sub- 
joined this  observation, — "  That  there  was 
once  a  wife  who  took  what  she  had,  and  she 
never  wanted." 

James  was  quite  delighted  with  the  hearty 
kindness  of  this  honest  woman,  whose  homely 
fare  he  considered  infinitely  superior  to  the  most 
luxurious  dainties ;  although  he  perceived  that 
Don  Riazo  was,  on  considering  his  imagined 
greatness,  out  of  his  element  in  being  obliged 
to  sup  on  bread  and  milk,  instead  of  feasting 
on  ortolans,  and  drinking  wine  from  the 
crystal  fountain ;— forgetting  that,  notwith- 
standing the  high  notions   he  had  now  ac- 
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quired,  he  would  once  have  been  glad  of 
such  fare  when  he  was  a  barber,  and  dined  on 
a  crust  of  old  cheese  in  the  pantry.  The  ill- 
humour  which  Riazo  exhibited,  afforded 
James  another  proof  of  the  truth  of  a  maxim 
which  he  had  adopted, — that  the  meaner  the 
origin  of  any  man  is,  the  more  haughty  and 
intolerable  he  becomes  after  acquiring  either 
power  or  riches. 

In  order  to  check  the  pride  of  petulant  up- 
starts, our  sagacious  traveller  thought,  that  it 
would  be  a  good  plan  to  enact  tiiat  they 
should  be  obliged  to  carry  round  their  necks, 
as  badges  of  dignity,  some  implement  of  their 
former  profession  ;  so  that,  by  this  regula- 
tion, his  brother-in-law,  who  was  now  a 
grandee,  would  be  adorned  with  a  strap  and  a 
case  of  razors. 

But  all  this  is  a  digression  from  our  account 

of  the  supper,  at  which  the  worthy  landlady 

took  her  seat,  and  helped  round  the  various 

dishes,  which,  she  said,  were  the  best  that  her 
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house  afforded.  She  was  exceedingly  atten- 
tive  to  the  whole  party,  but  particularly 
pleased  with  James,  as  he  helped  himself  to 
every  thing  on  the  table ;  while  she  was  no 
less  gratified  with  the  complaisance  of  the 
ladies  for  extolhng  her  milk  and  butter  as  the 
best  they  had  ever  tasted. 

When  the  party  had  finished  their  homely 
meal,  the  landlady  called  upon  two  of  her 
daughters  to  remove  the  table-cloth,  and  set 
down  (what  she  called)  the  best  wine,  which 
was  made  up  in  a  jug  with  sugar  and  warm 
water.  The  girls  having  done  so,  their 
mother,  without  ceremony,  then  bawled  out 
to  them,  "  Here,  ye  gipsies,  bring  in  your 
seats,  and  sing  some  of  your  very  best  songs 
to  the  company.""*  The  damsels  quickly  obey- 
ed their  mother"'s  orders  ;  and,  although  very 
bashful,  each  sung  a  pretty  ballad  with  so 
much  simplicity  and  melody  also,  as  dehght- 
ed  the  company,  and  even  gained  the  appro- 
bation of  James  himself,  who  declared  that. 
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although  he  had  heard  more  elegant  music, 
he  had  never  heard  any  performed  in  a  man- 
ner so  natural  and  enchanting. 

In  listening  to  the  damsels,  he  could  not 
help  contrasting  the  readiness  of  these  young 
girls  to  gratify  the  company,  with  the  stiffness 
of  many  young  ladies  not  much  above  them 
in  point  of  rank,  who,  although  importuned 
for  a  song,  would  not  sing  from  mere  obsti- 
nacy of  disposition.  Nay,  he  had  often  seen 
the  greater  part  of  an  afternoon  or  evening 
spent  in  pressing  such  ladies  for  songs  to  no 
purpose ;  or,  if  they  at  last  consented  to  sing 
one,  it  was  of  no  value  in  James*'s  estimation, 
from  being  extorted  as  a  very  unwilling  piece 
of  condescension.  But  though  he  blamed  all 
ladies  who  could  sing  and  would  not ;  yet  he 
thought  there  might  be  a  line  of  distinction 
drawn  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  young  ladies 
should  incur  censure  for  declining  to  sing, — 
which  was,  that  those  who  had  studied  music 
and  were  able  to  sing,  should  be  always  ready 
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to  do  so  in  company  ;  while  those  who  had  no 
ear  or  no  voice  for  music,  should  only  say  so, 
and  be  excused. 

He  also  considered  it  a  matter  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  that  young  ladies  should 
study  music,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  delight- 
ful amusements  in  which  they  can  engage ; 
not  to  mention  that  many  a  lady,  by  the  en- 
chantments of  her  playing  and  singing,  has 
succeeded  in  recommending  herself  to  a  hus- 
band. 

By  this  time  it  was  becoming  late  ;  and  as 
the  landlady  began  to  exhibit  a  wish  for  the 
departure  of  her  guests,  James  shortly  stated 
to  her  the  unfortunate  condition  in  which  they 
were  placed.  He  had  no  sooner  done  so, 
than  she  regretted  exceedingly  the  want  of 
such  accommodation  as  they  would  require, 
and  offered  to  give  up  her  bed  to  them,  and 
procure  another  at  a  neighbouring  cottage. 
To  this  proposal  he  could  by  no  means  agree ; 
alleging  that,  as  they  had  already  experienced 
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SO  much  kindness,  it  would  be  quite  unreason- 
able to  put  her  to  such  additional  incon- 
venience. The  worthy  dame  then  insisted  on 
making  up  a  bed  for  James's  sister,  which 
she  readily  accepted  as  her  dormitory  for  the 
night ;  although  Donna  Pucello  (for  that  was 
the  landlady's  name)  was  still  at  a  loss  to  pro- 
vide accommodation  for  James,  Riazo,  and 
his  lady.  Our  hero  then  proposed  that  they 
should  sleep  on  a  form  by  the  kitchen-fire ; 
but  Donna  Pucello  would  not  hear  of  such  a 
project ;  and,  calling  the  stable-boy,  she  or- 
dered him  to  go  to  the  barn  and  see  if  there 
was  any  kind  of  accommodation  there.  The 
boy  feeling  as  much  as  she  did  for  our  unfor- 
tunate travellers,  said  that  his  bed  was  at 
their  service ;  but,  on  learning  that  it  was  in 
a  hay-loft  above  the  stable,  they  thanked  him 
for  his  kindness,  but  declined  his  offer. 

They  now  proceeded  with  the  boy  to  the 
barn,  and  beheld,  with  astonishment,  such  a 
gathering  of  husbandry-implements  as  they 

VOL. IV.  L 
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had  never  seen  before;  for  there  were  bar- 
rows, and  wheelbarrows,  ploughs,  harrows, 
fanners,  rakes,  spades,  and  corn-chests,  all 
nearly  covered  over  with  straw,  and  piled 
above  one  another  almost  to  the  roof  of  the 
barn.  Among  other  articles  there  were  two 
large  hampers^  on  which  James  eagerly  cast 
his  eyes,  and,  jogging  Don  Riazo  on  the 
elbow,  said  that  he  and  his  lady  might  sleep 
as  soundly  in  them  all  night,  as  if  they  were 
rocked  in  a  cradle. 

Since  they  were  by  this  time  nearly  half 
asleep,  it  was  agreed  that  Riazo  should  turn 
into  one  of  the  hampers,  while  his  lady  would 
turn  into  the  other ;  so,  calling  the  boy, 
they  desired  him  to  put  some  fresh  straw 
into  each  of  them,  and  spread  it  down  care- 
fully. This  being  done,  our  travellers 
thought  that  they  would  now  lie  very  snugly 
on  the  straw  below  them ;  but  were  again  at 
a  stand  to  conceive  what  cover  they  could  get 
to   spread   above  them ;    and  therefore  de- 
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spatched  the  boy  to  the  house,  that  he  might 
procure  something  for  that  purpose.  He 
immediately  returned  with  hi?  arm  full  of 
shepherds'  plaids,  which,  being  thick  and 
warm,  were  far  better  for  keeping  out  the 
cold  than  either  sheets  or  blankets. 

James  finding  that  there  was  not  another 
hamper  in  the  barn,  contented  himself  with 
sleeping  on  a  blanket,  on  which  the  boy  put 
plenty  of  straw ;  and,  covering  him  with  a 
plaid,  locked  the  door. 

To  such  a  shift  as  this,  then,  were  our  tra- 
vellers reduced,  to  find  a  night's  lodging  on 
their  journey  homewards ;  and  such  was  ano- 
ther of  those  strange  adventures  which  James 
experienced  in  his  travels  to  see  the  world. 

Our  hero,  before  failing  asleep,  could  not 
help  reflecting  on  the  unexpected  vicissitudes 
of  life ;  although  that  these  were  so  familiar  to 
him,  he  did  not  pursue  his  cogitations  at  present 
on  that  subject,  but  directed  his  attention  to 
the  kind  hospitality  which  he  and  his  friends 
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had  that  night  received  from  Donna  Pucello 
and  her  domestics. 

Here  he  found  persons  in  the  lowest  ranks 
of  life,  who,  although  destitute  of  the  advan- 
tages of  education  and  of  polished  society, 
possessed  benevolent  feelings  and  honest 
hearts ;  and  who,  though  they  earned  their 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  were  not 
only  contented,  but  also  happy,  as  they 
seemed  to  enjoy  more  satisfaction  in  their 
homely  meals  and  their  domestic  pastimes, 
than  the  rich  and  the  great  in  their  sumptu  - 
ous  repasts  and  artificial  entertainments. 

When  James  considered,  however,  that  the 
greatest  part  of  mankind  are  doomed  to  labo- 
rious employments  in  various  ways,  in  order 
to  furnish  the  necessaries  and  luxuries  of  life 
for  a  very  few  who  can  afford  to  purchase 
them,  he  thought  that  the  condition  of  human 
beings  is  at  the  best  unequally  distributed; 
but,  on  reflecting  that  there  must  be  grada- 
tions of  rank,  some  to  command,  others  to 
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obey,  some  to  give  employment,  and  others 
to  perform  it,  he  was  soon  convinced  that 
such  an  arrangement  of  Providence  as  in- 
cluded the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  exist- 
ence of  civil  society. 

James  having  now  fallen  fast  asleep,  dream- 
ed that  he  and  his  friends  had  safely  arrived 
at  the  castle;  that  the  inhabitants  had  met 
them,  and  brought  them  all  out  of  the  car- 
riage in  blankets,  from  which  they  tossed 
them  down  upon  the  kitchen-floor.  It  was 
no  wonder  that  his  imagination  suggested  so 
strange  an  idea ;  as  two  stout  women  had,  at 
that  moment,  entered  the  barn  to  obtain  a  sup- 
ply of  straw  for  the  cattle,  and,  perceiving  a 
great  collection  of  it  below  our  hero,  without 
having  the  least  suspicion  that  any  person 
was  there,  they  immediately  began  to  lift 
it  up. 

From  the  sensation  which  he  felt  at  the 
time,    James  conceived   in   his    dream   that 
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the  servants  at  Carvanty  were  hurrying  him 
out  of  the  carriage  in  a  blanket,  and  exclaim- 
ed,— "  Begone,  ye  low  plebeians  !  I  am  per- 
fectly able  to  walk ;  do  you  think  that,  by 
travelling,  I  have  lost  the  use  of  my  legs  ?"" 

He  had  no  sooner  expressed  himself  in 
this  manner,  than  the  girls  dropped  the  straw, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  gave  such  a  re- 
port, as  brought  all  the  persons  in  the  cot- 
tage to  the  spot  to  see  what  had  happened. 
But,  as  they  only  perceived  our  traveller  in 
the  act  of  rising  up,  they  instantly  retreated. 

James  finding  that  it  was  now  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  had  no  inclination  to 
remain  any  longer  in  the  barn,  and  entered 
the  kitchen  to  sit  down  by  the  fireside,  which 
was  then  in  possession  of  a  cat  and  a  dog, 
that  seemed  no  ways  surprised  at  his  intru- 
sion. Here  stood  an  antiquated  elbow-chair, 
apparently  made  in  the  last  century,  and 
lined  with  baize ;  so  that  it  answered  the  pur- 
pose of  sleeping  on  through  the  day  to  those 
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who  had  got  little  through  the  night.  In 
this  chair  James  lolled  a  while  at  his  ease  ; 
and,  having  gone  to  his  hammock  without 
following  his  plan  of  moralizing,  he  thought 
he  might  do  worse  than  draw  some  inference 
from  what  had  occurred  to  him  that  night. 
He  thought  it  a  singular  adventure  indeed, 
to  have  been  nearly  carried  off  by  two  sturdy 
damsels ;  and  believed  that,  if  Don  Talbert 
had  told  him  that  such  a  thing  would  hap- 
pen, his  friend  must  have  been  either  a  pro- 
phet, or  at  least  endowed  with  the  second  sight. 
He  also  conceived,  that  if  the  accident  of 
last  night  had  happened  to  some  very  fine 
gentleman,  who  at  times  can  scarcely  articulate 
a  word,  or  to  some  very  mighty  don,  (alms  a 
great  man  in  his  own  opinion,)  he  would  not 
have  been  the  worse  for  it,  but  a  great  deal 
the  better,  had  the  sturdy  wenches  carried 
him  out  to  the  barn-yard,  and  tossed  him  in 
the  blanket  for  an  hour  together,  for  the 
amusement  and  diversion  of  the  cottagers. 
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But  although  such  characters,  whom  he 
held  in  contempt,  still  existed,  he  thought  it 
but  justice  to  the  world  to  say,  that  their 
numbers  were  daily  decreasing ;  and  he  took 
some  credit  to  himself  for  having  been  useful 
in  effecting  this  change;  not  doubting  that, 
in  the  next  journey  he  made  for  their  refor- 
mation, this  race  of  men  would  be  nearly  ex- 
tirpated. Our  hero  therefore  considered,  that 
he  had  done  no  small  good  to  society  by  mak- 
ing such  an  improvement  on  public  manners ; 
and  only  lamented  that  he  had  been  so  long  in 
putting  his  scheme  of  travelling  into  execution. 

He  was  aware,  indeed,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  cure  every  one  of  their  foibles; 
nay,  he  even  did  not  think  it  desirable  that 
this  should  be  the  case,  as  there  would  then 
be  nobody  to  laugh  at ;  and  thus  the  world 
would  lose  one  great  source  of  amusement 
which  they  derive  from  making  themselves 
merry  at  the  levities  of  a  fribble,  the  absurdi- 
ties of  a  fop,  or  the  imagined  greatness  of  a  fook 
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The  only  thing  he  regretted  was,  that  his 
system  had  not  taken  effect,  and  been  explod- 
ed in  Cadiz,  Conil,  and  other  seaport  towns ; 
but  he  conceived  the  reason  to  be,  that  cer- 
tain classes  of  the  people  there  thought  that 
he  had  no  concern  with  them,  as  they  were  a 
kind  of  privileged  persons,  who  were  either 
ship-owners  or  ship-masters,  who  set  all  laws 
and  regulations,  however  salutary,  at  de- 
fiance. 

James,  however,  determined  that  all  ranks 
of  men  should,  if  possible,  be  made  to  submit 
to  his  regulations ;  and,  with  his  mind  full  of 
these  reflections,  he  fell  asleep  upon  the  old 
chair,  and  never  awoke  till  late  in  the  morning, 
when  he  found  the  kitchen  crammed  to  the 
door  with  hinds  and  shepherds,  who,  after 
having  followed  their  ploughs  and  visited 
their  flocks  for  some  hours  on  the  mountains, 
had  returned  to  breakfast. 

This  scene  excited  in  the  breast  of  our  hero 
most  delightful  emotions;   as   he  now  saw 
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eight  or  ten  healthy,  blithe  lads  and  lasses 
devouring  their  porridge  with  an  appetite 
which  even  an  epicure  would  have  envied. 
Here  was  a  display  of  the  genuine  simpli- 
city of  nature,  as  it  exists  in  rural  life ;  here 
were  no  high-seasoned  ingredients  to  increase 
a  false  appetite,  or  engender  the  seeds  of  dis- 
ease; here  was  no  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  ginger, 
pepper,  or  other  foreign  productions,  that 
tend  to  excite  a  momentary  stimulus,  which  is 
ollowed  by  indolence  and  inactivity,  thus 
rendering  men  an  artificial  degenerate  kind  of 
beings,  who  become  old  at  thirty,  and  thus, 
like  Atropos,  cutting  short  the  thread  of 
human  life. 

By  this  time  Don  Riazo  began  to  stir,  after 
the  soundest  sleep  he  had  ever  enjoyed  in  his 
life;  but  he  could  not  divine  where,  in  the 
name  of  wonder,  he  was  or  had  been,  and, 
calling  aloud  for  assistance,  like  persons  op- 
pressed by  the  nightmare,  he  awoke  his  wife, 
who,  on  looking  round  her,  was  equally  sur- 
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prised  as  he  was,  so  that  they  stared  at  each 
other  with  looks  of  inexpressible  astonish- 
ment. They  could  not  help  thinking,  that 
the  barn  was  a  strange  kind  of  bed-room  for 
such  personages  as  they  were,  and  that,  in 
spite  of  all  their  greatness,  they  were  now 
brought  down  to  as  low  a  condition  as  a  cow- 
herd or  a  stable-boy,  who  sleeps  in  a  hay-loft. 

After  some  difficulty  in  getting  clear  of  the 
hampers,  they  at  last  made  their  way  to  the 
kitchen,  which,  however,  they  had  no  sooner 
entered,  than  all  our  wanderers  on  the  hills 
left  their  seat,  carrying  off"  what  remained  of 
their  breakfast,  unaccustomed  to  see  grandees, 
or  any  other  persons  better  than  themselves. 

By  this  time  James's  sister  also  made  her 
appearance,  after  having  slept  sound  all  night 
in  a  wooden  press,  notwithstanding  the  ter- 
rific noise  made  by  two  cocks  that  crowed  all 
night  in  the  adjoining  hen-roost.  Breakfast 
was  now  prepared  by  the  landlady,  and  was 
soon  ready ;  but  the  ladies  could  not  well 
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manage  the  horn-spoons,  which  were  so  large, 
that  no  ordinary  mouth  could  take  them  in. 

Pucello,  the  landlord,  now  for  the  first  time 
made  his  appearance.  He  had  been  yester- 
day at  a  dinner  in  the  neighbourhood,  and, 
according  to  the  custom  which  prevailed  in 
the  province,  been  detained  all  night  by  the 
person  who  invited  him.  He  was,  as  already 
mentioned,  one  of  those  lazy,  indolent  mor- 
tals who  will  not  bestir  themselves  unless  ne- 
cessity requires ;  and,  having  always  had 
abundance  of  time  to  spare,  he  had  become  a 
great  gossip  about  country  aiFairs,  and  lost  no 
opportunity  of  teasing  every  one  he  met  with 
his  loquacity.  Accordingly  he  readily  seized 
the  one  now  offered,  and,  having  learned  the 
quality  of  his  guests,  and  how  they  had  passed 
the  night,  he  sat  down  with  an  air  of  import- 
ance in  an  elbow-chair,  saying,  it  afforded  him 
great  satisfaction  that  such  respectable  persons 
had  found  accommodation  upon  his  premises ; 
at  the  same  time  expressing  a  hope,  that  they 
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had  rested  comfortably  in  the  barn.  He 
then  began  to  explain  to  Don  Riazo  the  mode 
he  adopted  in  reaping  his  corn,  digging  his 
peats^  and  preserving  his  potatoes,  which  he 
described  with  such  minuteness,  as  to  be  tire- 
some to  the  female  part  of  his  audience. 

By  this  means,  however,  James  obtained 
some  addition  to  his  stock  of  knowledge  on 
rural  affairs ;  while  he  asked  in  return  several 
questions  respecting  the  management  of  so 
extensive  a  farm  as  Pucello  possessed.  The 
landlord  being  so  highly  honoured  from  hav- 
ing inquiries  made  at  him  by  grandees,  and 
anxious  to  be  thought  a  great  man,  com- 
municated all  the  particulars  he  could  think 
of  to  the  company.  He  informed  them,  that 
the  farm  and  extensive  hills,  of  which  he 
was  the  tenant,  belonged  to  a  Don  Stamina, 
a  wealthy  merchant  at  Medellin,  who  usually 
came  once  or  twice  a  year  to  draw  his 
rents ;  and  that  he  had  often  advised  him 
to  build  a  house  upon  the  property,  where 
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he  might  reside  with  his  family  during 
summer,  and  where  he  could  see  and  learn 
his  mode  of  farming  and  managing  the  vine- 
ries. All  these  advices,  however,  he  said, 
were  ineffectual,  as  Don  Stamina  had  no  turn 
for  any  thing  but  hanging  over  his  counter, 
selling  snuff  and  tobacco,  and  counting  the 
reals  that  helped  to  fill  his  coffers. 

James  here  interrupted  the  speaker,  by 
saying,  that  he  believed  every  word  of  the  ac- 
count given  of  Don  Stamina,  and  that  he  did 
not  wonder  at  the  predilection  he  had  for  his 
shop,  since  the  power  of  custom  is  so  very 
great,  that  persons  who  have  acquired  a  lik- 
ing for  any  occupation,  whatever  it  may  be, 
derive  more  pleasure  in  following  it  than 
in  doing  any  thing  else,  however  more  desir- 
able. Besides,  were  this  man  to  build  a 
house,  and  plant  vineries,  gardens,  and  hot- 
houses, which  he  might  fill  with  all  the  fruits 
of  the  province,  and  all  the  exotics  of  the 
known  world,  he  would  be  obliged  to  reside 
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on  the  spot,  in  order  to  take  care  of  them, 
and  be  teased  by  visits  from  all  the  neigh- 
bouring grandees  who  wished  to  see  these 
wonderful  improvements.  From  these  consi- 
derations James  alleged,  that,  if  Don  Stamina 
could  not  act  the  part  of  a  grandee  also,  he 
was  a  wiser  man  to  continue  selling  snufF  and 
tobacco  in  his  shop,  than  he  would  be  in  ex- 
hibiting plants  and  shrubs  in  his  garden. 

Our  hero  being  anxious  to  know  every 
thing  about  the  Medellin  merchant,  now  asked 
Pucello  if  he  had  any  family,  and  was  in^ 
formed  that  he  had  two  sons  who  were  com- 
plete dandies,  and  laughed  at  their  father  for 
attending  a  poor  paltry  shop, — never  thinking 
that  if  he  had  not  done  so,  they  themselves 
might  have  been  holding  the  plough,  or  feed- 
ing sheep  on  the  adjoining  mountains;  but, 
instead  of  this,  they  did  nothing  but  attend 
balls  and  assemblies,  dance  quadrilles,  or  flirt 
with  the  ladies ;  and  they  had  at  last  become 
so  passionately   fond   of  these  amusements. 
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that  they  would  not  relinquish  them  to  attend 
to  business,  although  their  father  was  con- 
stantly telhng  them,  that  they  should  not  de- 
pend on  his  wealth  as  a  security  against  want, 
since  riches  often  take  to  themselves  wings 
and  fly  away, — that  money  seldom  continues 
long  in  the  possession  of  those  who  take  no 
care  of  it ;  and  that  besides  they  multiplied  his 
wealth  by  ten^  and  thus  made  him  a  poor  man 
by  invention.  Among  many  other  salutary 
advices,  he  often  reminded  them  of  a  Portu- 
guese proverb, — "  He  that  begins  where  his 
father  ended,  will  end  where  his  father  be- 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

The  landlord  here  finished  his  account  of 
Don  Stamina,  of  which,  James  said,  he  was  a 
competent  judge  ;  observing  in  return,  that  it 
was  more  difficult  than  is  generally  supposed, 
to  dislodge  high  notions  from  inexperienced 
minds  ;  observing,  that  if  the  snuff-merchant's 
sons  had  not  been  bred  up  in  luxurious  ease, 
but  made  their  way  in  the  world  as  their  fa- 
ther had  done,  they  would  have  been  con- 
vinced how  difficult  it  is  to  get  money,  and 
been  more  careful  in  saving  it  when  acquired ; 
—adding  (with  a  very  significant  wink  to 
Don  Riazo),  that  hidden  treasures  are  not  to 
be  found  in  every  quarter. 

During  this  long  discussion  between  James 
and  the  landlord,  the  ladies,  who  considered 
it  as  mere  jargon,  were  become  so  tired  of  it, 
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that  Margarita  had  fallen  asleep,  while  Donna 
Riazo  began  to  yawn,  and,  having  got  hold 
of  a  horn-spoon,  she  rapped  on  the  table 
during  the  whole  of  the  dialogue. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ended,  our  heroine  met 
with  a  dreadful  accident ;  for,  as  her  chair 
was  unequally  balanced  by  her  having  sat  on 
one  edge  of  it,  down  she  tumbled,  while  her 
feet,  coming  in  contact  with  the  table,  brought 
her  and  it  to  the  ground,  to  the  no  small  di- 
version of  the  whole  company,  and  of  Mar- 
garita also,  who,  being  awaked  by  the  noise, 
declared  that  she  had  never  before  seen  a  lady 
in  such  a  situation. 

The  party  now  prepared  to  resume  their 
journey,  and  took  leave  of  these  kind,  hospi- 
table cottagers,  whom  they  rewarded  so  hand- 
somely, that  Pucello  told  his  wife  he  often  had 
heard  of  money  being  made  at  snuff-shops  and 
snuff-mills,  but  he  had  never  heard  of  so 
much  money  being  made  out  of  straw  ham- 
pers.    When  our  travellers  reached  the  post- 
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road,  James  again  mounted  the  dicky,  and 
told  the  boy  that,  if  he  drove  cautiously,  he 
should  be  handsomely  rewarded  on  their  ar- 
rival at  Merida.  The  day  was  fine,  and 
James,  being  in  high  spirits,  surveyed  all  the 
beauties  and  curiosities  of  the  country  around 
him.  On  passing  the  snufF  and  gunpowder- 
mills,  he  considered  how  much  safer  they  had 
rested  in  the  barn  last  night,  than  they  could 
have  done  at  either  of  these  places,  where 
they  might  perhaps  have  been  choked  at  the 
one,  or  blown  to  atoms  at  the  other.  By 
three  o''clock  they  arrived  at  Merida,  where 
they  discharged  the  boy,  after  rewarding  him 
for  his  services,  and  wrote  a  letter  of  explana- 
tion to  his  master  at  Truxillo. 

When  dinner  was  over,  they  again  set  off* 
for  Badajos,  which  was  thirty  miles  distant ; 
and,  on  arriving  there,  took  up  their  resi- 
dence at  an  inn  for  the  night.  Early  next 
morning  they  departed  for  Evora,  the  capital 
of  the  province  of  Alentejo. 
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While  James  sat  musing  on  the  dicky,  a 
kind  of  tremor  came  over  his  mind  ; — the  re- 
collection of  his  native  country  impressed  him 
somehow  with  the  idea,  that  his  return  would 
be  marked  by  the  most  unsparing  censures  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintances  ; — that  he  would 
be  held  up  to  public  ridicule  and  scorn,  and 
pointed  at  as  an  object  of  wonder,  whereby 
his  feelings  would  be  put  to  the  severest  trial. 
In  order  to  allay  the  unpleasant  emotions  that 
were  stirring  in  his  breast,  he  began  to  reason 
with  himself  in  the  following  manner  :  "  Why 
should  I  be  afraid  of  meeting  with  my  friends, 
even  though  I  have  by  my  silence  so  long 
neglected  them,  since  I  am  convinced  that  the 
world  is  the  great  school  of  knowledge  ? — I 
must  tell  them  that  I  went  in  quest  of  it ; — 
that,  in  my  travels,  I  was  never  elevated  by 
fantastic  hopes,  nor  dejected  by  imaginary 
fears,  since  I  took  the  world  as  I  found  it, 
and  made  the  most  of  every  condition."*" 
As  James  went  on  thus  reasoning  with  him- 
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self,  he  began  to  recover  his  usual  courage, 
determined  on  despising  equally  the  censures 
of  the  world  as  well  as  its  praises,  since  both 
were  alike  contemptible  in  his  estimation. 
He  was  satisfied  that  his  motives  for  travel- 
ling were  at  least  commendable,  and  that,  had 
he  not  fulfilled  that  duty  which  he  thought 
himself  born  to  execute,  he  would  have  re- 
gretted the  omission  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Meantime  the  horses  which  the  party  had 
engaged  for  this  stage  were  so  wretched,  that 
they  perceived  it  would  be  impossible  to 
reach  Estremoz  that  night.  Wherefore, 
knowing  by  experience  the  danger  of  travel- 
ling in  the  dark,  they  agreed  to  remain  at  the 
first  place  they  came  to,  that  had  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  being  comfortable,  and  soon  ar- 
rived at  a  small  inn  by  the  side  of  a  moun- 
tain, near  to  Villa  Fernando.  Here  they  were 
induced  to  stay  all  night,  from  the  uncommon 
kindness  and  hospitality  of  the  landlord,  who, 
upon  their  arrival,  ordered  all  kinds  of  liquors 
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for  their  entertainment,  for  which  he  was  re- 
quited by  their  giving  orders  for  a  sumptuous 
dinner. 

In  the  evening  James  took  a  walk  round 
the  premises,  and  met  with  the  landlord,  who, 
of  his  own  accord,  began  to  tell  his  guest, 
that  he  had  all  the  hill-land  for  several  miles 
around  the  inn ;  that  his  farm-servants  start- 
ed to  the  plough  by  the  rising  of  the  sun, 
while  his  shepherds  traversed  the  mountains 
all  day  long  in  attending  the  flocks ;  that,  in 
spite  of  their  hard  labour,  they  were  easily 
satisfied  with  very  ordinary  fare;  that  they 
never  tasted  wine,  although  in  this  place  it 
was  as  cheap  as  small  beer ;  that  they  slept  in 
the  stable  quite  contented ;  and  laboured  ten 
hours  every  day,  be  the  weather  what  it  might. 

James,  who  had  listened  to  this  account 
without  making  any  observations,  began  to 
draw  a  comparative  view  of  the  different  con- 
ditions of  men  in  society ;  and  considered 
that,  while  all  the  luxuries  of  life  were  served 
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up  to  the  great,  they  little  thought  of  the 
labours  undergone  by  the  lower  classes  in 
producing  them ;  and  hence  he  considered 
that,  if  your  exquisite  gentlemen  and  super- 
lative dandies  were  set  to  plough  land  or  tend 
sheep,  by  way  of  exercise,  they  would  both 
promote  their  own  health,  and  be  useful  to 
the  public ;  besides  learning  to  think  less  of 
themselves,  and  more  of  others. 

The  party  having  remained  at  the  village 
of  Villa  Fernando  that  night,  rose  early  the 
next  morning ;  and,  having  procured  fresh 
horses,  soon  arrived  at  Estremoz,  famous  for 
its  quarries  of  beautiful  marble.  Here  they 
breakfasted  ;  and,  after  changing  horses,  pro- 
ceeded on  their  journey,  without  having  met 
with  any  thing  deserving  of  particular  notice. 
By  nine  in  the  evening  they  arrived  at  the 
city  of  Evora,  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
Alentejo,  and  took  up  their  abode  for  the 
night  at  a  tolerable  inn,  named  "  The  Cobbler 
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of  Bagdad,*"  where  they  could  depend  on  get- 
ting good  horses  for  their  journey  the  next 
day.  Being  much  fatigued,  they  went  soon 
to  bed,  and  slept  soundly  till  eight  o^clock  in 
the  morning. 

James,  before  getting  up,  recollected  that 
an  old  and  intimate  acquaintance  of  his,  of 
the  name  of  Batavi,  who  had  attended  with 
himself  the  lectures  of  the  celebrated  Doctor 
Gyves,  at  the  college  of  Silves,  now  resided 
at  Mertola,  a  town  not  far  distant,  and  there- 
fore he  had  a  great  desire  to  pay  him  a  visit. 
Batavi  was  bred  for  the  church,  was  an  ex- 
cellent scholar,  and  a  worthy  man  ;  although, 
when  a  student,  he  was  full  of  whims  and 
caprices,  and  eccentric  to  a  proverb.  This 
characteristic  was,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  re- 
commend him  to  James,  who,  being  of  a  simi- 
lar disposition,  formed  a  predilection  for  all 
eccentric  geniuses,  so  that  all  these  form- 
ed   his    most    intimate    acquaintances  ;^all 
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others  he  considered  as  dunces,  and  unworthy 
of  notice  ;  while  James's  fellow-student,  being 
of  similar  habits  of  thinking,  was  so  much  at- 
tached to  him,  that  he  had  sent  several  letters 
to  Carvanty  to  inquire  for  his  welfare,  and, 
on  receiving  no  answer,  had  more  than  once 
gone  to  visit  him  at  the  castle  since  the  com- 
mencement of  his  travels. 

Among  many  other  unaccountable  whims 
and  notions  of  this  gentleman,  he  had  a  pecu- 
liar aversion  to  riding,  either  on  horseback,  in 
a  cart,  or  a  carriage.  Whether  this  arose 
from  his  feelings  for  the  animal  creation,  or 
from  considering  walking  as  more  conducive 
to  health,  was  never  discovered;  although 
the  latter  reason  was  the  most  likely ;  for, 
when  discussing  this  subject,  he  said  that 
he  preferred  a  cart,  or  any  thing  not  hung 
upon  springs,  because  it  gave  a  greater  mo- 
tion to  the  body  ;  nay,  he  even  went  the 
length  of  saying,  that  the  exercise  occasioned 
by   being  tossed  up  and  down  in  a  blanket 
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was  preferable  to  that  arising  from  a  swing,  as 
it  communicated  a  stronger  impulse  to  the 
nervous  system.  He  did  not,  however,  choose 
these  kinds  of  exercise  from  being  unable  to 
afford  taking  it  either  on  horseback  or  in  a 
carriage ;  for  he  held  in  his  own  right  and  pos- 
session an  extensive  estate,  comprehending 
corn-fields  and  vineyards,  hill,  dale,  and  mea- 
dow, with  several  mills  for  grinding  corn, 
which  he  sold  to  dealers  over  all  the  province. 
Although  educated  for  the  church,  he  never 
took  orders,  without,  however,  assigning  any 
reason  why  he  did  not ;  but  this  was  nothing 
wonderful,  since  he  never  told  even  his  most 
intimate  friends  the  motives  of  his  conduct. 
James,  nevertheless,  knew  him  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent man,  and  resolved  to  write  to  his  friend 
respecting  the  intended  visit  which  he  wished 
to  pay  him.  Accordingly  a  letter  was  de- 
spatched to  Don  Batavi,  stating  that,  in  a  day 
or  two,  James  and  some  of  his  relations  would 
take  the  liberty  of  calling  upon  him,  as  they 
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were  within  seventy  miles  of  his  residence. 
This  arrangement  being  agreed  upon,  the 
party  were  now  again  upon  the  road,  which 
however  was  so  rough,  and  so  full  of  loose 
stones,  that  the  driver  had  to  dismount  sever- 
al times,  in  order  to  pick  out  some  of  them 
from  the  horses'  hoofs.  James  had  a  pene- 
trating eye,  and  had  suggested  this  expedient 
to  the  driver,  who  approved  of  it  highly  ; 
for,  although  horses,  he  said,  when  travelling 
on  a  rough  road,  may  not  exhibit  any  symp- 
toms of  lameness,  yet,  on  returning  home, 
they  are  sometimes  laid  up  for  a  whole  month. 
As  James  also  knew  how  much  these  noble 
animals  are  injured  by  too  great  exertion,  he 
would  not  allow  the  coachman  to  drive  them 
more  than  five  or  six  miles  an  hour ;  telling 
him  at  the  same  time,  that,  if  he  exceeded 
that  rate,  he  should  have  nothing  for  himself 
at  the  end  of  the  journey. 

His  conduct  in  this  respect  was  very  unlike 
that  of  many  unfeeling  travellers,  who,  to  in- 
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duce  the  driver  to  spur  on  their  horses  at  the 
rate  of  nine  or  ten  miles  an  hour,  hold  up  a 
gold  ducat  at  the  glass  of  the  carriage,  thereby 
tacitly  intimating, — "  If  you  drive  as  fast  as 
you  can,  this  will  be  your  reward." 

The  party  were  now  travelling  at  about  six 
miles  an  hour;  and  by  twelve  they  reached 
Curiola,  where  they  changed  horses,  and, 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  arrived 
at  the  ancient  city  of  Beja  in  time  for  dinner. 
It  was  ordered  to  be  got  ready  within  an 
hour,  during  which  the  party  sallied  out  to 
see  the  town  and  castle ;  but,  on  returning  to 
the  inn,  they  were  told  that  dinner  could  not 
be  on  the  table  till  five  o'clock.  As  James 
could  not  perceive  any  cause  for  this  delay, 
he  began  to  conjecture,  that,  as  every  man  has 
some  reasoiijbr  what  he  does,  the  landlord  had 
resolved,  if  possible,  to  detain  the  party  in 
his  house  all  night,  and  therefore  was  pre- 
paring the  best  dinner  he  could  serve  up,  as 
he  thought  they  were  very  able  to  pay  for  it ; 
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and  thus,  by  delaying  the  dinner  till  so  late 
an  hour,  he  naturally  thought  that  they 
would  also  take  supper,  and  require  a  break- 
fast the  next  morning.  Besides,  James  con- 
ceived that  the  landlord  would  anticipate, 
that,  were  he  to  send  off  his  horses  that  night, 
they  would  be  unable  to  return  home  till  the 
next  day,  and  thus  an  additional  expense 
would  be  incurred  by  paying  for  their  stab- 
ling and  the  tolls  on  the  road.  Whether 
these  considerations  entered  the  mind  of  the 
landlord,  as  reasons  for  detaining  his  com- 
pany, James  could  only  then  conjecture ;  but, 
at  any  rate,  the  plan  succeeded  by  the  assist- 
ance of  the  waiters,  who  represented  in  so  strik- 
ing a  light  the  badness  of  the  roads,  and  the 
numerous  robberies  committed  in  the  forests, 
that  our  travellers  were  deterred  from  pro- 
ceeding on  their  journey  that  night. 

As  the  town  of  Beja  is  remarkable  for  the 
excellency  of  its  wines,  the  party  enjoyed  them- 
selves more  than  they  had  done  since  they 
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left  the  Villa  de  Carey,  as  they  sat  to  a  late 
hour,  and  drank  deeply  of  the  juice  of  the 
grape :— 

'*  Here  stood  the  juice,  whose  care-controlling  powers 
.%  -  Could  every  human  misery  subdue, — 
Would  wake  to  sportive  joys  the  lazy  hours, 
That  to  the  languid  senses  hateful  grew. 

■**  What  evils  have  not  frenzied  mortals  done 
By  wine  !— that  ignis  fatuus  of  the  mind ; 

How  many  by  its  force  to  vice  are  won, 
Since  first  ordain'd  to  tantalize  mankind  !" 

,:;The  landlord  had  prepared  an  early  break- 
fast the  next  morning  ;  but  the  party  did  not 
assemble  before  ten  o'clock,  and  it  was  about 
eleven  when  they  took  leave  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Beja,  where  they  met  with  such  good 
entertainment  and  such  excellent  wine  as 
would  not  be  soon  forgotten.  The  distance 
to  Alc^ra,  the  next  town  on  the  road,  being 
twenty  miles,  James  sat  on  the  dicky  all  the 
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way,  and  was  not  a  little  delighted  with  the 
romantic  scenery,  which  was  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  high  sloping  hills  covered  with 
trees ; — and  there  appeared  to  be  some  truth 
in  the  report  respecting  robbers,  as  several 
parts  of  the  road,  from  their  low  and  dark 
situation,  were  extremely  favourable  to 
these  depredators.  The  party  having  tra- 
velled about  half-way  without  molestation, 
came  to  a  small  cottage  where  they  changed 
horses,  and,  at  three  o'clock,  arrived  at  Don 
Batavi's  gate,  close  by  the  town  of  Mertola. 

James,  having  left  the  party  in  the  car- 
riage to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  about 
his  friend,  met  a  man  driving  a  cart,  and 
asked  him  who  resided  in  that  house  ?— Being 
told  that  it  was  Doctor  Batavi,  he  was  not  a 
little  surprised  at  hearing  his  fellow-student 
called  by  that  title,  as  he  himself  had  never 
heard  of  his  having  studied  medicine,  or 
taken  out  his  degree.     With  this  information 
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James  returned  to  the  party,  so  that  his  two 
sisters  and  Don  Riazo  now  proceeded  up  the 
avenue. 

Don  Batavi's  house  was  of  a  moderate  size^ 
although  the  windows  were  nine  feet  high, 
and  the  height  of  the  rooms  only  ten,  whence 
it  had  a  very  singular  appearance,  as  all  the 
windows  of  the  under-story  reached  to  the 
^  bottom-floor.  Before  the  house  was  an  ele- 
gant flower-plot,  into  which  they  entered  by  a 
green  gate,  and  where  they  stood  surveying 
the  building,  which  consisted  of  two  stories 
and  two  wings.  The  windows  of  the  lower 
story  were  completely  overspread  with  honey- 
suckle and  vine-branches ;  the  gable  of  the 
house  and  the  two  wings  were  covered  with 
ivy  and  clusters  of  grapes,  richly  encircled 
with  the  lovely  plant  of  the  virgin  bower. 
On  the  front  door  was  a  brass  plate,  with  the 
name  of  Doctor  Batavi  engraved  on  it ;— the 
carriage-road  was    bounded   with   boxwood. 
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and  covered  over  with  fine  gravel;  and  on 
the  north  of  the  house  was  a  very  small  one, 
which  had  an  unusual  quantity  of  peats  lying 
before  the  door.  Here  was  the  doctor  busy  at 
work ;  and  he  was  soon  observed  by  Don  Riazo, 
who,  on  looking  past  the  corner,  saw  a  man 
near  the  top  of  the  house,  piling  the  peats 
that  were  handed  up  to  him  by  a  servant- 
maid.  He  had  neither  coat  nor  hat  on,  but 
only  a  short  apron ;  while  his  hands  and  face 
were  as  black  as  those  of  a  chimney-sweeper. 
Although  Riazo  was  unacquainted  with  the 
doctor,  yet  he  ventured  to  accost  him  thus  : — 

'*  I  see  you  are  busy  at  work,  friend .''" 

*'  Yes,"  replied  the  doctor ;  "  for  who  can 
make  any  thing  in  this  world  by  idleness  ? — 
I  can  see,  however,  by  your  appearance,  that 
yaw  were  born  with  a  silver  spoon  in  your 
mouth."" 

"  So  you  have  a  family,  then,  honest  man  ?" 
said  Riazo. 

"  Certainly,''  replied  the  doctor ;  "  and  it 

m2 
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is  the  duty  of  every  man  who  has  one  to  pro- 
vide for  them,  till  they  are  able  to  provide 
for  themselves;  after  which,  if  they  do  not 
work  as  their  father  has  done,  they  deserve  to 
starve.  What,*'  continued  he,  "  reduces 
people  to  poverty  and  want,  but  pride,  high 
notions,  sloth,  and  idleness  ?" 

"  Very  true,"  answered  Riazo  ;  "  but  you 
seem  to  be  a  laborious,  decent  man ;  may  I 
therefore  ask  what  you  gain  a-week  at  that 
trade?" 

"  Gain  !"  replied  the  doctor ;  "  I  gain 
health  and  amusement." 

"  That  may  be  true,"  said  Riazo ;  "  but  I 
know  many  persons  who  are  in  good  health, 
although  it  won't  make  the  pot  boil,  far  less 
will  amusement." 

"  You  seem,"  replied  the  doctor,  "  to  be  a 
very  inquisitive  sort  of  gentleman ;  may  I 
ask  in  return,  how  you  make  a  living  ?" 

No  sooner  had  the  doctor  asked  this  ques- 
tion, than  the  pile  of  peats  gave  way>  and,  in 
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spite  of  every  effort  to  recover  himself,  down 
he  tumbled  upon  the  floor,  with  the  whole 
mass  of  his  peats  after  him.  At  this  moment 
James  and  his  sisters,  who  had  been  separated 
from  Don  Riazo,  made  their  appearance,  and 
beheld  the  doctor  removing  the  peats  that 
nearly  covered  him,  and  tossing  them  from 
him  on  all  sides,  as  if  he  had  been  playing  at 
hide  a/nd  seek.  Being  disentangled  from  the 
peats,  he  no  sooner  perceived  James,  than  he 
made  a  spring  forward,  and  ran  to  the  door 
to  embrace  his  expected  guests,  followed  by  a 
cloud  of  black  dust.  The  ladies  instantly 
started  back,  and  Riazo  stood  in  an  attitude 
of  wonder ;  while  the  doctor,  who  witnessed 
their  surprise,  exclaimed, — 

"  Behold  in  me  Doctor  Batavi,  of  the  city 
of  Mertolal^' 

This  was  a  most  singular  introduction  to 
the  doctor,  and  required  all  the  philosophy 
that  James  was  master  of  to  explain  to  his 
party  so  strange  and  unaccountable  an  oc- 
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currence.  They  all  thought  it  the  more  ex- 
traordinary, as  the  doctor  had  lately  acquired 
the  dignified  title  of  M.  D.  from  the  college 
of  Silvas,  where  he  had  studied  long  after 
James  had  commenced  his  travels. 

Meantime  the  doctor  was  now  in  his  ele- 
ment, and,  having  provided  a  sumptuous  din- 
ner the  day  before  in  expectation  of  their  com- 
ing, he  ordered  the  cook  to  prepare  another, 
consisting  chiefly  of  a  roasted  turkey,  hens, 
and  rabbits,  the  produce  of  his  own  farm. 
The  doctor  now  requested  his  friends  to  fol- 
low him  into  the  house,  where,  he  said,  he 
would  have  the  honour  of  introducing  them 
to  his  wife  and  family.  No  sooner  had  the 
ceremony  commenced,  than  the  risibility  of 
the  whole  was  strongly  excited,  as  the  doctor, 
who  was  now  in  the  guise  of  a  chimney- 
sweeper, made  a  bow  equal  to  that  of  a  dan- 
cing-master. 

Donna  Batavi  was  a  tall,  handsome  lady,  of 
the  utmost  simplicity  of  manners;  while  she  had 
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a  perpetual  smile  on  her  face,  which  indicated 
both  good  nature  and  good  sense,  and  which 
was  very  unlike  the  smirk  assumed  by  those 
ladies  who  substitute  the  affectation  of  these 
qualities  for  their  possession.  She  was  plainly, 
but  neatly  dressed,  and  followed  by  seven  in- 
teresting children, — a  group  which  afforded  a 
pleasing  scene  to  James  and  the  whole  party. 
The  doctor,  who  had  gone  to  dress  himself, 
now  appeared  as  a  dignified  cavalier,  not  at  all 
resembling  the  person  they  had  first  seen. 
He  was  a  man  of  middle  stature,  with  black 
eyes,  which  all  his  children  inherited,  except 
the  eldest,  who  exactly  resembled  her  mother. 
Donna  Batavi  having  ordered  dinner,  they 
all  partook  of  the  winged  tribe  roasted,  and 
had  an  excellent  dessert  of  every  sort  of  grapes. 
After  dinner,  the  doctor  attended  the  party 
to  see  his  vinery,  gardens,  and  hot-houses, 
the  survey  of  which  engaged  them  the  whole 
afternoon. 

Next   morning    they   arose   about    seven 
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o'clock,  to  go  to  a  mineral  well,  which  was 
said  to  be  about  a  mile  from  Mertola;  al-. 
though,  from  the  ascent  to  it  on  the  top  of 
a  mountain,  it  could  not  be  less  than  double 
that  distance.  Before  the  party  set  off,  Don 
Riazo  created  much  amusement,  by  insisting 
that  the  doctor  should  step  into  the  carriage  ; 
but  no  argument  could  induce  him  to  do  so, 
and  he  walked  away  nimbly  with  his  umbrella, 
which  he  carried  at  all  times,  alleging,  that 
"  he  who  takes  one  with  him  in  dry  weather, 
is  always  sure  to  have  the  benefit  of  it  in  a 
shower  of  rain."  So  expeditiously  did  the 
doctor  walk,  that  he  reached  the  well  before 
the  carriage  was  more  than  half-way  up  the 
hill,  and  laughed  heartily  that,  with  his  two 
shanks^  he  had  outstripped  in  speed  two 
quadrupeds,  with  their  eight  legs  and  feet. 
There  were  numerous  groups  of  persons  of 
aU  sorts  attending  this  watering-place,  either 
for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  or  the  water,  or  for 
exercise ;  so  that  it  was  obvious,  if  all  the 
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company  remained  some  time,  there  would  be 
a  necessity  for  putting  into  requisition  all  the 
fowls  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  the  quantity 
of  eggs  they  devoured  at  breakfast  was  incred- 
ible. 

Doctor  Batavi  was  an  excellent  man,  but 
full  of  whims  and  caprices,  as  already  men- 
tioned ;  and,  besides  these,  he  had  some  very 
singular  expressions,  such  as, — *'  the  grand 
point,''  "  off  or  on,"  "  that  is,"  &c.      But 
what  may  be  reckoned  still  more  surprising, 
was,  that  although  there  were  four  or  five  re- 
gular medical  practitioners  in  the  place,  he  had 
such  an  antipathy  to  the  whole  tribe,  that, 
when  he  or  any  of  his  family  was  unwell,  he 
would  not   allow    a   physician    to    enter  his 
house,  and  regularly  sent  for  a  barber,  who, 
he  alleged,   was  a  more  efficient  operator  in 
curing  diseases  than  any  of  the  faculty,  as  he 
could  bleed  and  blister,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  the  only  things  necessary  to  be  done  to 
patients,  while  all  other  remedies  were  mere 
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quackery.  Besides,  he  was  persuaded  that, 
as  doctors  live  by  people  who  are  unwell,  it 
was  their  interest  not  to  make  them  soon  bet- 
ter ;  and  therefore  he  thought  that  every  one 
who  regarded  his  health  would,  on  that  ac- 
count, avoid  them  as  he  would  the  pestilence. 
Such  a  character  was  Doctor  Batavi,  and 
such  were  his  opinions  of  the  inutility  of  the 
medical  profession. 

Among  his  various  peculiarities  was  that 
of  an  utter  disregard  to  dress,  which  gene- 
rally resembled  that  of  a  mendicant,  more 
than  that  of  a  gentleman  ;  although,  since  the 
arrival  of  the  party,  he  had  put  on  a  suit  of 
black  clothes,  and  appeared  a  different  man 
from  what  he  usually  was.  Another  ec- 
centric part  of  the  doctor's  character  con- 
sisted in  his  fondness  for  all  kinds  of  tame 
animals,  which  were  running  about  his  house 
in  all  directions ;  but  his  taste  in  this  respect 
was  very  remarkable,  since  he  had  as  great  a 
liking  for  a  rabbit  or  a  pig,  as  for  a  dog  or  a 
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cat.  His  neighbours  laughed  at  him  for 
these  whims,  although  they  all  respected  him 
for  his  worth  ;  and  the  clergyman  of  the  pa- 
rish, who  was  a  little  eccentric  also,  once  sent 
him  a  Guinea-pig  for  his  amusement.  This 
animal  was  the  object  of  his  unceasing  care ; 
he  would  not  allow  any  one  to  feed  it  but 
himself;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  his  pa- 
ternal regard  for  it,  the  pig  was  constantly  at- 
tempting to  make  its  escape,  by  climbing  up 
the  enclosure  that  confined  it. 

One  day,  as  the  party  sat  at  dinner,  some 
of  the  children  gave  the  alarm  that  the  pig 
had  run  away ;  upon  which  the  doctor  started 
from  his  chair,  oversetting  a  tureen  of  soup, 
which  fell  upon  Donna  Riazo  ;  but,  quite  re- 
gardless of  the  accident,  he  flew  out  of  the 
house,  followed  by  all  the  children  and  ser- 
vants, who  ran  in  all  directions  through  the 
fields  in  pursuit  of  the  deserter.  When  James 
saw  that  his  friend  exhibited  so  much  anxiety 
for  the  loss  of  his  favourite,  he  thought  that 
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he  could  not  do  less  than  join  in  the  chase, 
which  continued  for  nearly  a  whole  hour. 
The  eagerness  of  the  pig  to  escape,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  doctor  to  secure  his  prize, 
formed  a  very  ludicrous  exhibition,  and  amus- 
ed a  concourse  of  people  who  witnessed  the 
pursuit.  The  doctor,  having  thrown  off  his 
coat  and  hat,  soon  overtook  the  animal,  and 
seized  it  by  the  tail,  as  it  was  attempting  to 
force  itself  through  a  quickset  hedge,  and,  in 
spite  of  all  its  efforts,  carried  it  home  in 
triumph,  and  again  lodged  it  in  its  former 
quarters.  This  important  matter  being  settled, 
the  party  again  sat  down  to  dinner,  which 
had  been  sent  back  to  the  kitchen  by  his  wife, 
as  she  knew  that  the  doctor  would  neither  eat 
nor  drink  till  he  had  obtained  his  object. 

The  extraordinary  incident  now  related 
afforded  James  another  example  of  the  absurd 
whims  and  fancies  of  mankind,  and  led  him 
to  reflect  on  the  folly  of  those  who  devote  to 
frivolous  pursuits    that   time    and   attention 
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which  ought  to  be  directed  to  rational  em- 
ployments. But  Doctor  Batavi,  notwithstand- 
ing his  predilection  for  pigs,  and  his  chasing 
them  through  the  fields  when  they  had  made 
their  escape,  was  a  man  who  prosecuted  the 
study  of  science  in  all  its  branches,  and  de- 
rived from  it  his  chief  delight  and  pleasure. 
His  eccentric  turn  of  mind  also  appeared  in 
the  disposition  which  he  had  for  buying  al- 
most every  thing  he  met  with,  such  as  old 
furniture,  books,  toys,  and  gewgaws  of  every 
description,  till  at  last  they  became  so  nume- 
rous, that  his  house  could  not  hold  them,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  pile  them  up  in  the  barn. 
He  once  entered  into  a  curious  speculation  of 
buying  up  all  the  peats  in  the  province  at 
double  their  value,  so  that  nobody  had  any 
but  himself.  The  carters,  discovering  that 
he  had  nearly  put  an  end  to  their  employ- 
ment, agreed  among  themselves  to  drive  no 
peats  for  the  doctor  under  double  hire.  In 
consequence  of  this  combination,  the  doctor, 
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who  expected  to  make  a  fortune  by  selling 
Jiis  peats  at  an  extravagant  price,  could  not 
get  any  one  to  drive  them  ;  and  they  re- 
mained so  long  unsold  as  to  become  at  last 
as  dry  as  cinders.  His  neighbours  now  be- 
gan to  say,  that  the  doctor  "  was  taken  in  ;'' 
and  one  day  a  man  named  Geery,  whom  the 
doctor  employed  as  a  carter,  met  him,  and 
observed,  with  some  degree  of  alarm,  that 
"  peats  were  peats  now,'*'' 

"  I'm  glad  of  that,  Geery,"  said  the  doc- 
tor;  "  for  the  last  you  brought  me  were  oiHy 

turf:- 

Such  freaks  as  these  served  occasionally  to 
employ  his  mind;  but  his  usual  source  of 
amusement  was  the  discipline  he  exercised 
over  his  domestic  animals.  Accordingly,  he 
daily  made  a  muster  of  his  cocks  and  hens, 
geese,  ducks,  and  turkeys,  and  seemed  greatly 
pleased  with  the  cackling  noise  they  made 
while  driven  about  from  one  quarter  to  ano- 
ther ;  although,  when  a  hen  or  a  duck  met 
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with  an  accident  or  injury,  there  was  more 
noise  made  about  it  than  if  any  of  his  domes- 
tics had  got  his  leg  broken. 

Such  a  man  was  Doctor  Batavi,  whose  ec- 
centricities opened  to  James's  view  another 
picture  of  mankind ;  as  it  convinced  him  how 
difficult  it  is  for  persons  to  alter  their  conduct, 
however  ridiculous  or  absurd,  if  it  has  been 
confirmed  by  long-continued  habit : — 

"  His  pleasant  cottage,  shelter'd  from  the  gale, 
Arose  with  moss,  and  rural  ivy  bound  ; 

And  scarce  a  floweret  in  his  lowly  vale, 

But  was  v/ith  bees  of  various  colours  crown'd." 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

There  lived  near  the  doctor,  a  Don  Staffa,  a 
schoolmaster,  who  possessed  scarcely  any  other 
talent,  except  a  taste  for  grammar  and  other  dry 
studies.  He  had  written  several  essays,  which 
were  always  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  the 
doctor,  who,  possessing  a  superior  knowledge 
of  books  of  literature,  generally  gave  Staffa  a 
candid  opinion  of  their  merits,  by  telhng  him 
that  his  works  at  least  were  unintelligible,  and 
that  he  questioned  whether  he  (Staffa)  under- 
stood them  himself.  The  schoolmaster  called 
one  morning  at  the  doctor'*s,  and,  being  for- 
mally introduced  to  James  and  his  friends,  told 
them  that  he  had  j  ust  finished  a  work  in  two 
volumes,  and  had  come  to  request  the  doctor 
to  write  a  preface  to  it,  as  he  himself  had  ex- 
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hausted  every  idea  that  remained  in  his  head 
before  finishing  the  manuscript.  The  doctor 
by  no  means  disbeheved  him,  as,  on  reading 
it,  he  found  that  it  did  not  contain  a  single 
sentence  or  idea  that  could  be  understood ;  and 
therefore  plainly  told  the  schoolmaster,  that 
his  work  would  be  nothing  the  better  for  any 
preface  however  elaborate.  Nay,  he  even 
went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  the  book  was  a 
mere  collection  from  other  authors,  huddled 
together  without  arrangement  or  meaning ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that,  were  it  ever  print- 
ed, it  would  be  considered  one  of  the  most 
nonsensical  books  in  the  world. 

Don  StafFa,  in  great  wrath,  controverted 
every  thing  the  doctor  had  said,  and  insisted 
that  its  component  parts  contained  the  most 
exquisite  specimens  of  writing  ;  and,  as  it  had 
become  the  fashion  to  publish  books  of  all 
Jcinds,  he  therefore  saw  no  harm  in  submit- 
ting his  miscellaneous  work  to  the  public. 
Indeed,  he  thought  it  would  have  an  unusual 
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sale,  since  books  full  of  sense  had  long  been 
so  plentiful,  that  one  full  of  nonsense  was  a 
desideratum,  to  vary  the  style  of  writing,  and 
give  a  zest  to  other  compositions.  Moreover, 
as  mankind  are  fond  of  novelty,  he  had  gra- 
tified their  taste  in  this  particular,  by  writing 
in  a  manner  quite  different  from  that  of  our 
classic  authors,  who  were  no  longer  regarded 
as  the  standards  of  excellence  in  literary  pro- 
ductions. As  a  proof  that  this  was  the  case, 
he  appealed  to  a  well-known  fact,  that  when 
old  works  of  merit  are  exposed  to  a  sale  by 
auction,  they  will  not  bring  the  price  of  the 
binding,  and  are  generally  converted  into 
waste  paper  ;  therefore  it  might  be  expected 
that  a  work  such  as  his  would  be  better  re- 
lished, as  it  was  not  only  new,  but  also 
curious. 

James,  having  listened  attentively  to  these 
observations,  considered  that  there  was  some- 
thing   more   in    what    Staffa   alleged,    than 
the   doctor  seemed   to   allow.      During  this 
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learned  disquisition,  the  ladies  seemed  much 
amused  and  interested;  so  that  their  risible 
faculties,  which  were  at  first  excited  by  the 
ludicrous  figure  of  the  schoolmaster,  were  a 
good  deal  subdued  by  the  valuable  informa- 
tion which  they  had  received.  They  ques- 
tioned, however,  how  ladies  could  be  reconciled 
to  read  nonsense,  and  considered  the  very  sup- 
position an  insult  to  their  understandings. 

James  hereupon  begged  leave  to  inform 
them  that,  from  what  he  had  seen  and  learn- 
ed in  his  travels,  there  was  not  a  lady  in 
Spain  who  read  any  thing  else ;  that  the 
novels  of  Somnus  Solemnus  were  followed 
up  with  a  demand  altogether  unprecedented  ; 
and  that  their  author,  printers,  and  pub- 
lishers, had  not  only  made  fortunes,  but  were 
continuing  to  increase  their  wealth  by  the  ra- 
pid and  extensive  sale  of  his  productions. 
James  allowed,  indeed,  that  these  and  other 
well-written  novels,  of  which  ladies  are  so  fond, 
contained  a  good  deal  of  very  fine  description 

VOL.  IV.  N 
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which  pleased  the  fancy  ;  but  he  denied  that 
they  gave  a  correct  dehneation  of  Hfe  and 
manners,  and  therefore  maintained  that,  as 
there  was  far  less  sense  than  nonsense  in  these 
compositions,  those  who  preferred  them  to 
works  of  general  information  shewed  a  great 
want  of  common  sense. 

The  schoolmaster  by  this  time  had  become 
impatient  for  the  doctor's  opinion  of  his  book, 
and  requested  the  company  to  pay  attention, 
while  he  should  open  the  MS.  and  read  a  few 
lines  from  any  part  of  it ;  observing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  had  thought  of  a  new  plan 
for  promoting  its  sale,  by  having  a  review  of 
it  advertised  before  publication.  '*  For,"  conti- 
nued he,  *'  after  a  book  has  been  printed,  and 
given  to  the  public,  any  interested  persons 
can  easily  get  it  puffed  off  for  its  good  sense 
when  it  is  only  nonsense ;  whereas,  if  I  first 
give  them  a  specimen  of  the  nonsense  it  con- 
tains, IVe  no  doubt  but  its  sale  is  as  certain 
as  that  two  and  two  make  four.'' 
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The  schoolmaster  went  on  at  this  rate  for  a 
considerable  time,  till  at  last  he  raised  himself 
upon  a  chair,  and  read  from  his  MS.  such  a 
rhapsody  of  jargon  as  made  the  company 
nearly  split  their  sides  and  fall  from  their 
seats  with  laughing  at  it.  The  doctor  was 
so  well  pleased  that  the  schoolmaster's  MS. 
diverted  his  friends,  that  he  at  last  agreed  to 
scribble  a  preface  for  it ;  so,  calling  for  paper, 
pen,  and  ink,  he  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  PREFACE. 

"  Gentle  reader,  in  publishing  books,  it 
has  been  the  immemorial  custom  to  have  a 
preface  to  them,  to  give  the  reader  some  idea 
of  what  they  contain.  Now,  this  little  work 
is  ushered  into  the  world  without  a  patron  to 
protect  it,  or  a  friend  to  recommend  it,  or  a 
reviewer  to  pufF  it  ofF;  but,  being  a  curious 
and  singular  production,  it  may  therefore  be 
considered  as  a  work  of  true  genius  and  merit. 
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The  contents  of  it  may  be  summed  up  in  the 
following  story. 

"  After  the  battle  of  the  Pyrenees,  a  regi- 
ment of  Portuguese  infantry  were  on  their 
march  home,  after  being  much  fatigued  and 
exhausted  ;  and,  in  this  condition,  they  passed 
through  the  city  of  St  Sebastian,  preparatory 
to  their  embarkation  for  Lisbon.     The  inha- 
bitants, anxious  to  reward  their  services  and 
bravery,  made  a  collection  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  each  soldier  a  piastre,  which  was  to  be 
distributed  by  a   person  appointed  for   the 
purpose.     As  each  man  passed  in  rotation, 
he  held  out  his  hand  to  receive  the  gratuity, 
and,  in  doing  so,  never  failed  to  smile.     It 
happened,  however,  that  there  were  more  sol- 
diers than  piastres,  and  the  distributor  had 
by  this  time  given  them  all  away  ;  but  the  re- 
maining soldiers  being  ignorant  of  this  cir- 
cumstance, held  out  their  hands  also,  which 
the  distributor  tickled  so  dexterously  in  the 
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palm  as  to  produce  a  smile  from  each  indivi- 
dual, although  he  received  nothing  at  all. 

*'  As  the  trifling  sum  of  a  piastre  was  given 
to  please  the  soldiers,  and  as  the  tickling  ot 
their  palms  produced  this  effect  equally  well, 
hence  it  was  found  that  every  man  may  be 
pleased  in  his  own  way.  In  like  manner,  this 
treatise  has  been  written  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  making  the  reader  smile  ;  and  whether 
it  be  at  the  writer  or  the  matter  is  of  no  con- 
sequence, so  that  the  intended  effect  be  pro- 
duced. Therefore,  all  those  who  may  read 
this  book  ought,  whenever  it  begins  to  flag,  to 
have  some  person  in  readiness  to  tickle  their 
palms,  as  the  sensation  thus  arising  will  have 
the  same  effect  as  would  be  produced  upon 
the  reader  when  he  smiles  on  thinking  what 
the  author  means."*"* 

When  this  preface  was  read  aloud,  it  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  all  present ;  and,  from 
the  hasty  manner  in  which  it  was  written,  in- 
spired them  with  high  notions  of  the  doctor's 
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literary  talents.  Don  StafFa,  being  quite  de- 
lighted with  the  humour  of  the  preface,  got 
up  with  it  on  the  top  of  a  chair,  and,  holding 
it  out  in  his  hand,  exclaimed, — 

"  My   book's  sold  !    my  fortune''s  made  ! 
I'm  now  an  independent  man  !" 

Our  travellers  having  resolved  to  set  off 
for  Carvanty  next  morning,  the  doctor  re- 
quested his  wife  to  make  ready  as  splendid  a 
supper  as  she  could  for  their  guests,  which 
she  soon  prepared  without  much  difficulty, — 
being  furnished  with  many  of  the  domesticated 
beasts  of  the  field,  and  fowls  of  the  air,  that 
were  always  kept  for  supplying  her  table.  At 
this  entertainment,  the  doctor  far  exceeded 
his  usual  kindness,  in  helping  his  company  to 
the  best  of  dishes,  in  order  to  shew  how  much 
he  esteemed  them,  and  to  leave  on  their 
minds  a  deep  impression  of  his  great  hospita- 
lity. 

For  the  purpose  of  manifesting  still  more 
the  high  regard  he  entertained  for  his  guests, 
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the  doctor  had  invited  the  schoolmaster,  to- 
gether with  his  family  physician  (the  barber), 
to  join  the  party.  The  whole  sat  down  to  table 
about  nine  o'clock ;  and,  after  partaking  of 
the  sumptuous  banquet,  they  were  next  pre- 
sented with  the  choicest  wines;  on  tasting 
which,  the  schoolmaster  and  barber  smacked 
their  lips,  declaring  that  it  was  as  delicious  as 
nectar.  As  the  goblets  were  now  almost  filled 
to  the  brim,  James  thought  this  a  proper  op- 
portunity for  starting  some  subject  that  might 
afford  them  matter  of  discussion  for  the 
evening. 

But  he  was  at  a  loss  to  determine  what  the 
subject  ought  to  be ;  for,  on  considering  that 
it  should  be  adapted  to  the  company,  it  was 
no  easy  matter  to  find  one  that  might  be 
equally  intelligible  and  agreeable  to  this  pro- 
miscuous assemblage  of  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
a  teacher  and  a  barber.  If,  for  example,  he 
should  introduce  as  a  topic  either  books  or 
authors,  he  feared  that  Don  Staffa,  the  school- 
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master,  would  monopolize  the  whole  conver- 
sation, as  he  had  known  many  of  that  class  of 
men,  who,  although  very  ignorant,  were  very 
loquacious ;  and  therefore,  lest  the  company 
should  be  deprived  of  their  share  in  the  dis- 
cussion, he  abandoned  the  idea  of  starting 
that  subject. 

He  next  conceived,  that  if  any  thing  rela- 
tive to  country  affairs,  such  as  the  best  means 
of  improving  agriculture,  or  the  most  eligible 
mode  of  rearing  swine  and  pigs,  should  be 
proposed  as  the  topic  of  discourse,  the  worthy 
landlord,  who  had  taken  great  pains  in  ame- 
liorating the  breed  and  condition  of  the  bestial 
tribes,  would  doubtless  engross  the  whole  talk, 
and  perhaps  enter  into  such  explanations  re- 
specting his  management  of  live  stock,  as 
would  not  be  very  agreeable  to  the  ladies. 
On  this  account,  our  traveller  forbore  men- 
tioning agriculture  or  any  of  its  branches  ; 
and,  after  thinking  of  several  other  subjects 
equally  objectionable,  he   at   last  concluded 
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that  something  might  be  said  to  the  purpose 
by  every  one,  respecting  a  young  man''s  choice 
of  a  profession. 

He  therefore  announced  this  as  a  subject 
on  which  he  wished  to  hear  the  opinions  of 
the  company ;  and  began  by  remarking  how 
various  the  occupations  of  mankind  are,  which 
rendered  it  a  difficult  matter  to  choose  one 
that  might  turn  out  to  the  best  advantage ; — 
although  he  contended  that  every  young  man, 
in  whatever  rank  of  life  he  was,  should  learn 
some  trade,  or  engage  in  some  profession, 
whereby  he  might  earn  his  subsistence. 

The  doctor  agreed  completely  with  James 
on  this  subject ;  observing  that,  had  he  a  fa- 
mily of  sons  instead  of  daughters,  he  would 
banish  every  one  of  them  from  home  when 
they  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen  ;  as  he  con- 
sidered it  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  they 
should  be  longer  pampered  with  domestic 
comforts,  and  that  their  future  happiness  de- 
pended on  their  present  privations,  i7i  being' 

N  2 
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made  as  miserable  as  possible.  Nay,  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  youth  should  be  half-starved 
for  want  of  food,  and  never  have  the  least 
kind  of  indulgence  granted  them  ;  and  that  a 
boy  who  is  not  thus  treated  has  not  justice 
done  him,  as  it  is  only  by  such  a  mode  of  dis- 
ciphne  that  he  will  acquire  those  habits  of 
early  sobriety  which  are  necessary  to  make  a 
fortune. 

"  What  ?  indeed,*"  cried  the  doctor,  while 
he  held  up  a  goblet  of  wine  ;  ''  what  could 
you  make  of  a  youth  who  lolled  all  day  on 
a  sofa  or  a  feather-bed  ?  who  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  go  to  school,  where  he  might  store  his 
mind  with  useful  knowledge,  enlarge  his  scanty 
stock  of  ideas,  and  increase  the  powers  of  his 
imagination  ?  He  must  remain  a  dunce  all  his 
days, — a  burden  to  himself,  a  plague  to  his 
parents,  and  a  blank  in  society." 

To  these  observations  of  the  doctor,  James 
replied,  that  his  own  sentiments  on  this  sub- 
ject were  much  the  same  as  those  now  de- 
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livered  ;  only  with  this  difference,  that  they 
were  mere  assertions  without  any  proof,  or  any 
inference  drawn  from  them  which  might  be 
useful ;  whereas  he,  for  his  part,  would  have 
a  young  man  to  qualify  himself  for  some 
profession,  engage  in  it  heartily,  and  stick  to 
it ;  for,  if  he  did  not,  but  tried  several  call- 
ings, he  would  thereby  verify  the  old  saying, 
"  Jack  of  all  trades,  but  master  of  none.'" 

*'  I  think  that  observation  excellent,"  cried 
Batavi's  physician  ;  "  for  I  have  only  two 
sons,  both  of  whom  I  have  bred  to  be  bar- 
bers." 

Here  Don  Riazo  made  an  involuntary 
movement  with  his  arm,  (which  overset  a  tum- 
bler and  a  wine-decanter,)  observing,  that  the 
idea  of  bringing  up  a  young  man  to  such  a 
low,  mean,  dirty,  and  degrading  profession, 
was  an  insult  upon  his  understanding." 

"  What  !"  exclaimed  the  physician,  "  do 
vou  mean  to  say  that  it  is  disgraceful  to  a 
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father  to  bring  up  his  son  to  his  own  profes- 
sion?" 

No  answer  being  returned,  he  pulled  from 
his  pocket  a  case  of  razors  and  a  powder- 
plufF,  vociferating,  "  Here,  sir,  are  the  im- 
plements of  my  profession  ;  and,  were  any  to 
apply  them  to  their  proper  purpose,  they  may 
soon  beconiie  as  wise  as  Solomon."' 

At  this  declaration,  all  but  the  landlord 
expressed  their  amazement ;  while  Riazo  be- 
gan to  guess  whether  any  hint  had  been  given 
to  the  barber  respecting  himself,  at  the  same 
time  resolving  to  have  some  amusement  at 
his  expense,  by  asking  if  he  waited  shop,  or 
waited  custom  ? 

*'  Faith,  friend,"  replied  the  barber, 
youVe  hit  upon  the  technical  phrase  of  our 
calling ;  and,  betwixt  you  and  me,  you  must 
be  a  barber  too." 

This  expression,  which  was  entirely  meant 
as  a  jest,  was  heartily  laughed  at  by  all  ex- 
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cept  Riazo,  who,  in  spite  of  the  merriment 
which  it  created,  looked  as  if  he  was  not  a 
little  mortified;  but,  in  order  to  conceal  his 
chagrin,  and  carry  on  the  joke,  he  filled  his 
glass  and  addressed  the  barber,  saying, 
*'  Here's  to  you,  brother  strap."" 

"  Well,"  continued  the  barber,  "  my  mode 
of  conducting  the  business  is  this :  I  take  off' 
twenty  beards  every  day  before  breakfast,  and 
find  no  other  difficulty  attending  my  profes- 
sion, except  the  eagerness  of  my  customers  in 
vying  with  each  other  who  shall  be  first 
shaved ;  for  two  or  three,  perhaps,  wish  to 
be  trimmed  at  nine  o'clock,  whom  I  cannot 
wait  upon  till  ten,  as  you  know  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  be  in  two  places  at  once,  or  to  shave 
two  persons  at  the  same  time.  My  sons  and 
I,  however,  have  made  such  a  monopoly  of 
the  trade,  that  were  a  barber  to  set  up  at 
Mertola  and  shave  for  nothing,  he  would  not 
take  off  a  beard  in  a  month." 

This  was  a  very  strange  and  unpleasant 
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subject  which  James  had  so  unfortunately  in- 
troduced before  such  amiable  and  accom- 
plished ladies  as  Donna  Batavi  and  her  daugh- 
ters; and  he  was  heartily  vexed  for  it  on 
their  account,  as  well  as  on  that  of  his  own  sis- 
ters, who,  although  they  were  accustomed  to 
his  whims,  and  usually  laughed  at  them, 
could  not  help  thinking  that,  on  this  occa- 
sion, their  brother  had  degraded  both  himself 
and  Don  Riazo  in  the  eyes  of  the  family. 

For  these  reasons,  James  attempted  to 
change  the  subject,  by  asking  the  barber  who 
was  the  greatest  medical  practitioner  in  the 
village  ? 

The  barber,  patting  the  table  with  both  his 
hands,  rose  up  majestically,  and,  extending  his 
arm  and  forefinger  towards  the  doctor,  re- 
plied,— 

"  Behold,  in  me,  Fontasque  Medisance,  of 
the  city  of  Mertola,  M.D.,  doctor  of  medicine, 
professor  of  head-gear,  cupper,  bleeder  and 
blisterer,  barber,    shaver,    and   hair-dresser ; 
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maker  of  and  dealer  in  wigs,  combs,  tongs, 
powder,  and  pomatum,  with  a  very  select 
choice  of  patent  medicines, — the  person  who 
enjoys  that  honour." 

"  Mercy  on  us  !"  exclaimed  James,  as  the 
barber  had  just  ended  his  jargon,  "  this  is  a 
most  unaccountable  circumstance ;  for  here  is 
a  combination  of  arts  and  sciences  possessed 
and  professed  by  one  individual ;  and  the 
healing  art  itself,  which  has  immortalized  the 
great  JEsculapius,  is  at  last  in  the  hands  of 
a  country  barber  !" 

The  pretensions  of  the  barber  astonished 
James  beyond  any  thing  he  had  either  seen  or 
heard  of;  and  he  could  not  account  for  them 
in  any  other  way,  than  by  supposing  that  the 
doctor''s  physician  resembled  the  most  of  his 
fraternity,  in  being,  like  them,  consequential 
and  conceited,  vain  and  impudent,  loquacious 
and  dogmatical ;  although  he  possessed  these 
qualities  to  such  a  degree,  that  James  con- 
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ceived  he  had  now  fallen  in  with  the  hing  of 
the  barbers. 

Our  traveller  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion 
by  the  declaration  of  Don  Batavi,  who  assur- 
ed the  company,  that  what  his  worthy  neigh- 
bour had  said  of  himself  was  true,  and  that 
such  was  the  confidence  he  placed  in  Medi- 
sance,  that  he  would  not  allow  any  one  but 
himself  to  attend  him  or  his  family  ;  as  he  had 
found  him  to  be  another  Hippocrates,  who 
knew  more  of  physic  and  surgery  than  any 
other  man  in  the  province. 

The  doctor's  account  of  his  friend,  the  bar- 
ber, silenced  every  one  who  might  dispute  his 
right  to  the  claim  of  being  the  greatest  phy- 
sician in  the  place  ;  and,  as  it  was  now  late, 
the  company  unanimously  agreed  to  separate 
and  go  to  bed. 

Next  morning,  our  travellers  prepared  to 
set  off  for  Carvanty ;  and,  after  breakfast, 
took  leave  of  the  doctor  and  his  family  with 
regret ;  while  their  feelings  of  mutual  endear- 
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ment  were  such  as  nothing  else  than  true 
friendship  could  inspire.  Before  departing, 
however,  James  obtained  a  promise  from 
Donna  Batavi  and  her  daughters,  that  they 
would  come  and  spend  a  month  or  two  next 
summer  at  Carvanty ;  and  engaged  to  bring 
his  own  carriage  to  transport  them,  and  ac- 
company the  doctor  on  foot,  to  the  castle. 

In  proceeding  on  their  journey,  they  came 
in  sight  of  the  village  of  St  Catharina ;  and 
were  delighted  to  see  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  news  of  their  approach  having  spread  far 
and  wide,  the  steeple  of  the  church  had  a  flag 
displayed  in  honour  of  their  arrival  in  the 
province.  As  soon  as  James  had  entered  the 
inn  he  could  not  suppress  a  deep  sigh,  and 
began  to  draw  a  comparative  view  of  the  feel- 
ings and  sentiments  which  men  entertain  at 
different  periods  of  life, — by  contrasting  the 
uneasy  sensations  which  now  filled  his  breast, 
with  the  cheering  anticipations  that  gladdened 
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his  heart  on  the  day  he  first  set  out  on  his 
travels. 

Then,  all  was  sunshine  in  his  earthly  pros- 
pects ;  now,  a  dark  cloud  hung  over  his  ima- 
gination, and  his  reflections  were  so  poignant, 
as,  in  spite  of  all  his  fortitude,  to  draw  tears 
from  his  eyes.  For  he  thought  that  this  inn 
was  a  true  emblem  of  the  short  stage  of  life, 
as  it  was  the  last  he  had  to  enter  before  re- 
turning home ;  and  represented,  he  thought, 
the  changeable  state  of  man,  and  the  termi- 
nation of  his  earthly  pilgrimage.  It  also  re- 
minded him  how  often,  during  his  travels, 
he  had  entered  the  threshold  of  an  inn, 
wearied,  faint,  and  hungry,  and  been  refreshed 
by  a  comfortable  meal ;  how  often,  when  his 
spirits  were  oppressed,  he  had  been  welcomed 
and  delighted  by  the  kind  reception  of  a 
hospitable  landlord ;  and  how  often,  when 
surrounded  by  difficulties  and  dangers,  he 
had  found  a  place  of  refuge  at  a  small  cabaret 
by  the  road-side.     While  James  was  in  this 
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moralizing  mood,  the  ladies  entered  the  room, 
and  found  him  alone  in  a  most  melancholy 
situation.  They  asked  him  why  he  was  in 
such  a  state  of  dejection,  while  every  one  was 
rejoicing  at  his  return  ?  but  James,  instead  of 
giving  an  answer,  walked  slowly  up  to  the 
window,  and  pointed  to  the  following  lines, 
which,  he  said,  had  been  written  on  it,  per- 
haps by  some  traveller  in  no  better  spirits 
than  himself: — 

"  Whoe'er  has  travelled  life's  dull  rounds 
Where'er  his  stages  may  have  been, 

Must  sigh  to  think  he  still  has  found 
His  warmest  welcome  at  an  inn," 


308       THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

As  the  party  were  now  only  ten  miles  from 
Carvanty,  they  made  arrangements  for  pro- 
ceeding thither  according  to  James's  wishes, 
and  despatched  a  messenger  to  inform  Francis, 
that,  in  order  to  avoid  interruption  from  the 
crowds  who  might  assemble  to  hail  their  re- 
turn, they  intended  to  arrive  at  the  castle  in 
the  evening.  It  was  fortunate  that  they 
thought  of  sending  this  message,  for  hundreds 
of  people  from  Faro  and  the  neighbourhood 
had  besieged  the  castle  the  whole  day  to  wit- 
ness the  arrival  of  our  travellers ;  so  that 
Francis  found  it  necessary  to  announce  that 
James  would  not  appear  till  a  late  hour,  be- 
fore they  could  be  prevailed  on  to  disperse. 
But  he  detained  Don  Talbert  and  a  few  select 
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friends  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  his  brother 
and  the  party,  who  reached  Carvanty  about 
eight  o'clock  at  night. 

When  the  congratulations  of  so  many  dear 
relations  and  intimate  friends  were  all  over, 
supper  was  immediately  ordered ;  and  Francis 
announced   that,   as   they   had   now  all  met 
in  the  family-mansion,  they  should  this  night 
enjoy    each    other's    company,    without   the 
least  allusion  to  his  brother's  travels.     The 
whole   company  sat  down  to  supper  in  the 
highest  glee;  and  James,  who  began  to  re- 
cover  from    the   melancholy    feelings   which 
preyed  on  his  heart  in  returning  after  so  long 
an  absence  to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  now 
felt  such  exquisite  sensations  of  delight  as  he 
had  not  experienced  for  many   years.     The 
company  being  soon  in  a  state  of  the  utmost 
hilarity,  Francis  proposed  that  they  should 
fill  a  bumper  to  the  health  of  his   brother, 
whom  they  had  once  more  the  happiness  of 
seeing  among  them,— a  toast  which  was  re- 
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ceived  with  shouts  of  applause,  and  drunk  to 
the  bottom  with  rapturous  expressions  of  the 
joy  which  every  one  felt  on  this  occasion. 

Francis  then  addressed  James,  and  said  that, 
knowing  the  peculiarity  of  his  disposition,  he 
had  not  invited  many  other  friends,  until  he 
himself  should  fix  a  day  for  that  purpose, 
when  they  expected  to  hear  an  account  of  his 
travels.  James  thanked  his  brother  for  this 
kind  proposal ;  and  replied  that,  on  any  day 
after  to-morrow,  he  would  be  glad  to  see  all 
those  particular  friends  of  the  family  and  him- 
self, who  had  made  inquiries  about  his  wel- 
fare, when  he  was  sojourning  in  distant  re- 
gions, and  that  he  would  leave  the  time  for 
assembling  the  party  entirely  to  his  brother's 
own  discretion.  Matters  being  thus  arranged, 
the  company  sat  till  a  late  hour,  and  then  re- 
tired to  bed  for  the  nisht. 

James  was  conducted  to  the  very  room, 
from  which  he  had  departed  seven  years  be- 
fore to  see  the  world  ;  and,  on  looking  around 
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it,  he  could  not  help  ruminating  with  mingled 
emotions  of  sorrow  and  delight  on  the  touch- 
ing scene  which  he  now  beheld.  Here  stood 
the  chairs,  on  which  he  arranged  his  cloak, 
hat,  and  other  valuable  presents  from  the 
ladies  of  Tavira ;  there  stood  the  drawers,  on 
which  all  his  travelling-apparatus  was  collected 
on  the  morning  before  he  set  out  on  his 
journey  ;  on  this  side  were  the  books  which 
inspired  his  curiosity  to  see  the  world ;  and 
on  that  side  was  the  bed  where  he  had  spent 
many  an  anxious  night  in  thinking  how  he 
should  engage  in  his  enterprise. 

He  now  laid  down  his  head  on  the  pillow,  but 
sleep  would  not  weigh  his  eyelids  down  ;  for  he 
began  to  reflect  in  what  manner  he  had  accom- 
plished his  travels, — whether  he  had  acted  his 
part  with  propriety, — whether  he  had  injured 
any  one  by  word  or  deed, — whether  he  had  be- 
nefited any  by  precept  or  example, — and  whe- 
ther he  had  improved  himself  by  the  study  of 
mankind.     He  endeavoured  to  bring  to  his 
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recollection  all  that  he  had  seen,  or  heard,  or 
done,  in  the  course  of  his  travels  ;  and,  upon 
a  retrospect  of  his  whole  conduct  during  their 
continuance,  although  he  found  something  to 
blame  occasionally,  he  found  still  more  to 
praise,  and  concluded  that  he  had  at  least 
done  his  utmost  in  attempting  to  reform  the 
manners  of  the  age. 

While  our  hero  was  indulging  these  reflec- 
tions, Morpheus  at  last  hushed  him  asleep, 
and  "  steeped  his  senses  in  forgetfulness."" 
But  his  imagination  was  ever  awake ;  and, 
during  his  slumbers,  he  dreamed  that  he  had 
become  a  seaman,  and  entered  on  a  long  voy- 
age for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  that  part  of 
mankind  who  spend  their  lives  at  sea,  as  he 
had  already  endeavoured  to  reform  those  who 
live  on  land.  He  found,  however,  after  a 
short  trial,  that  seamen  were  an  incorrigible 
set  of  men,  as  they  considered  themselves  ex- 
empt from  all  the  restraints  of  civilized  so- 
ciety, and  sufficiently  estimable  if  they  steerfed 
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their  vessels  through  the  foaming  billows  and 
shallows  of  the  ocean,  and  brought  her  safe  at 
last  into  the  harbour. 

James  finding  that  he  could  make  nothing 
of  those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships, 
imagined  in  his  dream  that  he  saw  two  ves- 
sels,— one  large,  another  small, — setting  sail 
from  the  same  port;  and,  in  tracing  their 
progress,  he  remarked  that  the  large  vessel, 
by  carrying  too  much  sail,  was  frequently 
driven  ashore,  or  ran  aground  on  hidden  quick- 
sands; while  the  smaller,  from  exposing  less 
sail,  kept  the  open  sea,  and  ran  across  the 
quicksands  with  safety.  He  also  thought  in 
his  dream,  that,  whenever  a  gale  sprung  up, 
the  former  instantly  became  so  unmanageable, 
that  she  foundered  and  sunk  ;  while  the  latter, 
in  the  same  circumstances,  was  wafted  along 
with  redoubled  speed,  and  soon  reached  her 
destined  port. 

When  our  hero  awoke,  he  began  to  reflect 
seriously  upon  his   dream,   and  thought  that 
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the  two  vessels  were  just  emblems  of  two  per- 
sons setting  out  on  the  journey  of  life,  and 
the  different  progress  they  make  according  to 
their  respective  characters.  The  largest,  ac- 
cordingly, might  represent  young  men  of  san- 
guine temperaments  and  lively  feelings,  who 
begin  the  world  with  a  resolution  of  doing 
whatever  comes  into  their  heads,  however  ri- 
diculous, without  considering  its  probable  con- 
sequences ;  and  hence,  by  their  self-conceit, 
indiscretion,  and  folly,  they  soon  ruin  their 
fortunes  and  sink  into  insignificance  for  the 
rest  of  life.  The  smallest  vessel,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  conceived,  was  no  unapt  resemblance 
of  the  cautious  and  prudent  youth,  who,  aware 
of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  on  his 
journey,  anticipates  and  provides  against  them, 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  and,  by  the  mo- 
deration of  his  views  or  pursuits,  and  the 
uniform  steadiness  of  his  conduct,  happily 
escapes  any  fatal  misfortune,  and  gradually 
vises    to  distinction  in  society.      For    James 
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considered  it  equally  true  in  the  moral  as  it 
is  in  the  natural  world,  that  "  there  is  a  tide 
in  the  affairs  of  men,  which,  when  taken  at 
the  full,  leads  on  to  fortune."" 

He  had  accordingly  found,  from  long  ex- 
perience, that  those  who  availed  themselves 
of  any  favourable  opportunity  to  make  their 
way  in  the  world,  did,  by  struggling  with 
difficulties  and  surmounting  obstructions,  at 
last  succeed  ; — while  those  who,  by  indolence 
or  inattention,  neglected  these  opportunities, 
generally  failed  in  attaining  whatever  they 
afterwards  pursued. — While  James  was  in 
this  moralizing  humour,  he  lamented  the 
foibles  of  mankind,  which  neither  precept,  nor 
example,  nor  experience,  could  teach  them  to 
relinquish,  so  that  for  a  moment  he  gave  him- 
self up  to  despair ; — and,  to  sooth  his  sorrow, 
he  repeated  the  following  beautiful  lines  of  a 
celebrated  Scottish  poet : — 
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'^  To  the  lone  corner  of  some  distant  shore, 

In  dreary  devious  pilgrimage,  I'll  fly ; 

And  wander  pensive,  where  mankind  no  more 

Shall  trace  my  footsteps  with  a  mortal  eye. 

There,  solitary  saunter  o'er  the  beach. 

And,  to  the  murmuring  surge  my  griefs  disclose  : 

There  shall  my  voice,  in  plaintive  wailings,  teach 

The  hollow  caverns  to  resound  my  woes." 


James  having  spent  a  considerable  time  in 
musing  on  these  melancholy  subjects,  arose, 
dressed  himself,  and  proceeded  down  stairs, 
where  he  found  all  his  friends  assembled  at 
breakfast. 

Francis  now  informed  his  brother,  that  the 
next  day  had  been  fixed  on  for  giving  a  grand 
entertainment  to  his  friends,  in  honour  of  his 
return  ;  but  James  received  this  notice  very 
coolly,  and  rephed,  that  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  see  them  all,  not  knowing  how  soon  he 
might  again  leave  the  castle. 

"  What !""  exclaimed  Francis,  "  again 
leave  the  castle  ?  I  trust  this  journeying  of 
yours  is  all  over  ; — have  you  not  already  en- 
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countered  dangers  sufficient  to  deter  you  from 
exposing  your  life  again  to  jeopardy  ? — No, 
no ;  such  a  scheme  as  this  cannot  be  toler- 
ated." 

"  Tolerated  !"  returned  James ;  "  do  you 
think  that,  at  my  period  of  life,  I  am  to  sub- 
mit to  your  will  and  pleasure,  and  not  to 
follow  mine  own  inclination  ?  And  with  re- 
spect to  the  dangers  to  which  I  expose  my- 
self, why  need  you  trouble  yourself  about 
them  ? — and  what  is  it  to  any  one,  if  I  choose 
to  suffer  every  misfortune  that  may  overtake 
me  ?'^ 

*'  It  is  every  thing* to  us,"*'  replied  Francis, 
Talbert,   and  Riazo,   at  the   same  moment ; 
*'  since  you  may  lose  your  life  in  these  peril 
f)us  adventures."" 

*'  And  it  will  be  well  sacrificed  in  doing  good 
to  mankind ,""  returned  James  ;  "so  that,  af- 
ter the  great  exploits  I  have  achieved,  and  the 
great  reformation  of  manners  I  have  effected, 
it    18  in  vain  to  think  of  restraining  me,  by 
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your  selfish  notions,  from  pursuing  the  course 
on  which  I  have  entered,  until  vice  and  folly 
shall  be  banished  from  society.  Besides," 
continued  he,  "  I  have  a  particular  motive 
for  resuming  my  travels,  as  I  find,  in  the  ge- 
nealogy of  our  ancient  family,  that  our  great 
progenitor  came  from  the  capital  of  Britain, 
A.  D.  1666, — the  year  in  which  that  city  ^^as 
burned  down  ;  and  I  have  learned  of  late, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  and  the  wealthiest 
cities  in  the  world,  and  therefore  well-de- 
serving of  a  visit  from  me,  that  I  may  extir- 
pate those  luxuries  which  wealth  engenders." 

"  You  are  correctly  informed,"  rejoined 
Francis,  "  with  regard  to  the  place  wnence 
our  ancestors  came  to  settle  in  Portugal ;  but 
it  is  a  hopeless  task  to  think  of  reforming  that 
immense  city,  which,  par  excellence,  is  called 
Babylon  the  Great." 

"  But,"  interrupted  James,  ''  you  know 
not  what  reformation  a  censor  morum  may 
produce  even  upon  its  luxurious  inhabitants ; 
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besides,  there  must  be  in  that  great  island, 
of  which  it  is  the  capital,  several  other  great 
cities  ;  all  of  which  I  intend  to  visit,  in  order 
to  learn  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  en- 
deavour to  amend  them,  as  I  have  already 
improved  those  of  many  in  the  Spanish  pro- 
vinces." 

Francis,  Talbert,  and  Riazo,  could  scarcely 
restrain  their  indignation  at  James's  pertina- 
city, and  asked  when  he  intended  to  under- 
take his  Quixotic  expedition  into  Britain  ? — 
Our  hero  replied,  that  he  would  not  com- 
mence his  journey  thither  for  a  twelvemonth 
at  least,  that  he  might  have  time  to  collect 
such  information,  and  also  to  make  such  pre- 
parations as  v/ere  necessary  for  that  great  en- 
terprise. 

He  was  now  aware,  he  said,  tliat  he  should 
have  visited  that  country  on  his  first  settiuir 
out ;  but,  having  understood  that  the  people 
were  far  superior  to  their  neiglibours  in  point 
of  refinement^  he  forbore  to  do  so,  as  he  r.ever 


320   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

could  suppose  that  pride,  insolence,  imagined 
greatness,  or  folly,  could  exist  in  a  nation  so 
wise  and  enlightened. 

The  party  now  retired  from  breakfast,  glad 
that  James  would  remain  among  them  ano- 
ther year,  and  perhaps  be  induced  to  relin- 
quish his  purpose  ;  but  his  sisters,  who  knew 
his  disposition  better,  were  grieved  to  think 
that  he  would  certainly  make  his  escape  some 
day  or  another,  and  render  them  again  as  mi- 
serable as  they  had  been  during  the  last  seven 
years  of  his  travels. 

Next  day  preparations  were  made  for  the 
grand  entertainment  that  was  to  be  given  at 
the  castle  ;  and  not  only  all  the  household- 
servants,  but  several  also  from  the  neighbour- 
ing families,  were  put  in  requisition  to  apply 
their  skill  in  furnishing  the  most  elegant 
dishes  that  could  be  procured.  It  would  be 
superfluous  to  enumerate  all  the  rarities  pro- 
vided for  this  great  feast ; — suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  most  sumptuous  dinner  ever  set  on  a 
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table  in  the  province  of  Algarve,  .was  that 
day  displayed  at  the  castle  of  Carvanty.  To 
confer  additional  splendour  on  the  scene,  not 
only  the  dining-room,  but  the  whole  castle 
was  illuminated  on  this  occasion ;  so  that  the 
appearance  of  this  feast  resembled  that  of  a 
royal  banquet.  But  all  this  to  James  was 
only  *'  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit,*"  as  he 
found  no  substantial  happiness  in  all  the  fes- 
tivities then  going  on,  and  thought  that  the 
man  who  could  for  ever  ring  changes  on  ima- 
ginary pleasui'es  of  this  kind,  was  unworthy 
of  the  name  of  a  rational  being,  as  he  mistook 
the  nature  of  true  enjoyment,  which,  so  far 
from  consisting  in  riot  and  revelry,  is  the  por- 
tion of  those  only  who  render  their  lives  va- 
luable by  conUiluting  to  the  general  bentiit 
of  mankind. 

After  our  hero  had  retired  from  the  ban- 
{juet,  he  began  to  recollect  the  particulars  of 
his  travels,  in  order  to  discover  what  addi- 
tional information  he  had  acquired  of  life  and 
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manners.  In  taking  a  retrospect  of  his  pere- 
grinations, from  their  commencement  to  their 
conclusion,  the  first  thought  that  struck  him 
was  the  dangers  to  which  he  had  been  expos- 
ed, and  the  many  difficulties  he  had  sur- 
mounted, from  the  time  he  was  nearly  blown 
away  by  the  wind,  till  the  last  week  vvhen  he 
slept  in  a  hamper. 

From  his  own  experience,  therefore,  he 
concluded,  that  every  one  who  engages  in  ha- 
zardous enterprises  abroad,  should  be  pre- 
pared to  encounter  a  thousand  mishaps  to 
which  he  would  not  have  been  exposed  by  re- 
maining at  home  ;  and  he  considered  it  a  great 
evil  when  young  men,  from  an  unsettled  turn 
of  mind,  took  it  into  their  heads  to  travel 
abroad  in  quest  of  riches,  which,  instead  of 
being  found  ready  to  be  seized  on  in  such 
places  as  the  East  and  West  Indies,  exist 
only  in  their  own  imaginations.  James,  in 
his  travels,  had  discovered  the  folly  of  such 
delusive  schemes,  from  considering  how  many 
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fortunes  are  spent  in  equipping  for  their  tra- 
vels those  who  may  never  have  it  in  their 
power  to  make  any  return,  either  to  them- 
selves or  to  their  friends. 

In  pondering  this  subject  with  deep  atten- 
tion, he  thought   that  human  life  might  be 
justly  represented  by  a  ladder   which   man- 
kind   were   for    ever   anxious    to   ascend  ;— 
that    this   ladder,    from   being    composed   of 
various   frail    and    feeble   steps,    often    gave 
way,    and  laid    the    projectors  low;  —  that, 
even  on  ascending  it  with  care  and  caution, 
and  at  last  reaching  the  very  summit,   they 
had  no  security  against  being  tumbled  head- 
long from  the  heights  of  grandeur  to  the  depths 
of  misfortune.     He  therefore  considered  that 
those    who    occupied    the    middle   ranks   of 
life  were  the  happiest  of  mankind,  being  free 
from    those   anxious    cares  and  fears  which 
perplex  the   ambitious;    besides   enjoying  a 
greater  share  of  health,  and  a  more  exquisite 
relish  of  the  smallest  enjoyments,  than  those 
who  possess  riches  are  usually  blessed  with. 
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In  concluding  his  remarks,  our  traveller 
lamented  that  he  had  been  so  often  obliged  to 
set  his  signet  of  disapprobation  to  the  opin- 
ions and  practices  of  mankind,  since  they  were 
frequently  so  inconsistent  with  his  own  ideas. 
He  had  however,  in  his  travels,  stored  his 
Hiind  with  useful  knowledge,  and  seen  life  in 
various  stages,  as  it  is  ; — and,  on  a  retrospect 
of  what  he  had  observed  and  learned,  he 
deemed  it  a  matter  of  no  small  self-congratu- 
lation, that,  if  the  history  of  his  exploits 
should  afford  to  the  reader  either  instruction 
or  amusement,  he  would  thus  attain  the  end 
of  all  his  labours, — by  benefiting  those  for 
whom  he  travelled. 


1FINIS. 


